PERU
MUDSLIDES
BELIEVERS OFFER HELP AND HOPE
AFTER NATURAL DISASTER LEAVES
THOUSANDS HOMELESS
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As Victor Roncol eagerly waited in line to receive clean
drinking water, he listened as Calvary Chapel missionary Matt Carver shared the hope of the Gospel through
a megaphone. Victor was one of many survivors in the
small town of Chilete, Peru, whose homes had been devastated by massive mudslides. Matt shared that one can
receive eternal life with God by accepting Jesus Christ.
After having his water containers filled, Victor approached Matt. “I want to hear more about Jesus,” Victor
stated. Matt explained the Gospel message to Victor, giving him a Bible and his cell number. A friendship began.
Later Victor’s wife met the missionary when she visited
the church, Hosanna!, where Matt ministers in Cajamarca,
Peru. Victor’s family plans to move to Cajamarca to continue attending church and growing in the Lord.
That day, Matt was on a mission trip out of Calvary
Chapel Bible College in Lima, Peru (CCBC Peru) to
minister to victims of unprecedented flooding that triggered deadly mudslides, displacing more than 120,000 in
Peru. Flooding had washed away roads to the hardest-hit
sites, making the journey long and treacherous. The team
leader, Cory Kilgus, is the director of CCBC Peru. With
approval from John Bonner, the president of the college,
Cory formed a team with supplies and traveled to Chilete
the day after the mudslides killed 72 people in Peru.
On the first trip to Chilete, the roads had been cleared.
But on later trips to Trujillo, which is more than a fivehour drive away, and a second trip to Chilete, the team
found roads washed away or covered in rocks, water, and
mud. Expeditions became over twice as long, forcing
them to use back roads. Cory’s caravan included a bus of
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volunteers and a truck containing 2,000 pounds of food,
hundreds of bags of supplies, and tanks filled with 4,000
liters of water. Volunteers from CC Cajabamba and CC
Oceanside, CA, joined the Trujillo trip.
“People said we weren’t going to get there, that there was
no way to make it, but we continued to believe that the
Lord was leading. We would pray at every stop and ask the Lord to protect us
and open doors; then there would be
a lane open, and we’d get through,” said
Cory. Throughout the entire experience,
he sensed the Lord encouraging him
Cory Kilgus
with 2 Corinthians 12:9b-10:
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for
Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
Cory and the team prayed for provision and safety. They
were led to people in desperate need and saw their prayers
answered each step of the way. Through donations, God
provided enough funds not only for the little town
of Chilete but also for larger outreaches with Calvary
Chapels in Trujillo, Piura, and the capital city of Lima.
Before the disaster, Cory and his wife Danielle had been
praying for the area—believing God was leading them to
start a church in Trujillo, the third most populous city in
Peru. Some family members of CC Cajabamba church
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attendees who lived in Trujillo joined in the distribution
there. Though recipients of the supplies were dealing with
distress over losing their homes, there was an overwhelmingly positive response to the Gospel. Cory remembered,
“People kept receiving the Lord. We couldn’t leave because
people wanted to hear the Gospel even as much as they
wanted food.” The people they met in Trujillo said that
they are waiting for him to return. Some have even written letters asking for him to start a church there. Cory and
his wife, Danielle, are eager to continue the work the Lord
started during the ordeal of the flood.

Top left: CC Lima, Peru, believers remove rubble
from streets in Huarmey, Peru, after devastating
flooding and mudslides.
Top right: Villagers from Huarmey accept clothing
and food donations from CC Lima and CC
Pachacutec, Peru.
Bottom right: A CC Pachacutec believer shovels mud
from a Huarmey home.
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