LOVE

ONE ANOTHER
EAST COAST PASTORS’ WIVES RELATE HOW
JESUS HEALS HURTING WOMEN THROUGH HIS
COMPASSION AND TRUTH

Top left: Jana Hillman (left) of CC Montclair, NJ, shares an encouraging conversation during the conference.
Top right: Irma Pressley (left) of CC South Jersey, NJ, and her mother Irma Behm testify of God’s faithfulness.
Bottom: Pastors’ wives from around the country worship during a main session at the East Coast Pastors’ Wives
Conference. More than 400 women attended the April gathering at Sandy Cove, MD.
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More than 400 women gathered for the CC East Coast
Pastors’ Wives Conference. Pastors’ wives encouraged
each other to keep sharing God’s love and truth with
women in today’s increasingly ungodly culture.
Helping Abused Women
At CC South Jersey, NJ, women who have found healing in Christ minister
together to other abused women. “When they are first saved, they love the
Lord—there’s an emotional healing,” observed pastor’s wife Irma Pressley.
“But they need help to practically walk it out, to see how a Christian woman
acts, talks, lives. They can’t rely on their upbringing for guidance.” She has
watched the Lord change many broken women through the love of His church,
the power of prayer, and the Word of God.
Irma emphasized that ministering to broken women is a group effort. After
discovering that a local teen had been molested, one of the women at CC
South Jersey felt compelled to share God’s love and kindness with her. Having
grown up in abuse, the girl would cover her face with her hands all through
church and even afterward. Irma recalled, “Our women’s board, we would
pray for this girl and cry out to the Lord for her life.” When the girl was 18,
“Her life came to a crossroad, which we felt meant life or death,” Irma recalled.
“The Holy Spirit rescued her.” As the women prayed, the girl decided to pursue
Jesus instead of a dangerous lifestyle; Irma and Pastor Harry took her in until
she could go to the Renew recovery ministry at CC Chattanooga, TN. Now, at
age 20, the young woman is going to Guatemala for missionary training. Irma
said, “We really saw the power of God change a person’s life.”
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Psalm 147:3
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God’s Plan for Women
Irma added, “The enemy tells women that they have
nothing to offer, that they are too big of a failure for God
to use. But even just telling someone what God has done
for you, or warning them not to make the same mistakes—that’s powerful. God wants to use every person.”
Irma encouraged others who are reaching hurting women: “Don’t give up; God is in control. I have learned what
a difference prayer makes—taking the time each week
to pray and fast for your women, it puts a covering over
them. The enemy doesn’t want unity; he wants division.
But we can be unified in our common purpose to serve
Christ; we can help women find and grow in their gifts.”
Karen Pulley of CC Old Bridge, NJ,
added, “While women aren’t called to
be pastors, we have so many important,
needed roles in the church and in our
families. The women that I grew up under—Kay Smith (CC Costa Mesa, CA)
Karen Pulley
and Sharon Ries (CC Golden Springs,
CA)—they taught us the Word of God, and to be better
wives and mothers. They pointed us to having a deep,
personal relationship with Christ.” She encouraged women to pray and ask God to show them where He wants
them to serve: “Find your gift: What moves you? What is
your passion? What’s your burden for people? Wherever
there are people, there are ministry opportunities.”

At CC South Jersey, Irma related, “Many of our widows
are involved with rocking babies in the nursery or helping with the single moms ministry. We have a homework
club after school for the kids while we minister to the
single moms in a separate room—people come to help
them with making a budget and other demands; we give
them a box of food.”
Gentleness and Love
Tara Plantholt of CC Baltimore, MD, reflected, “Every situation and person is different. We need to be careful how
we talk to people—to be gentle and patient. Sometimes
it’s a huge life change for them.” Herself a victim of domestic violence before she met her husband Rick, Tara
explained, “If I’m talking to a woman in a domestic violence situation, she’s often brainwashed or afraid. She may
be very broken—even mentally, unable
to make decisions. Instead of giving
her orders, I try to gently say, ‘Let’s try
this one thing.’ We need to understand
where she’s at emotionally and mentally, to come alongside that woman and
encourage her.”
Tara Plantholt

He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established
my steps. Psalm 40:2
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Carol Wild of CC Merritt Island, FL, remembers when
she and her husband Malcolm left England to serve under Pastor Chuck and Kay Smith at CC Costa Mesa, in
the mid-1970s. “After sitting under Chuck’s teaching for
two years,” she recalled, “one day it all fell into place, like a
massive jigsaw puzzle coming together. I thought, ‘I get it!

After losing her adult daughter to a violent life on the
streets, now Tara reaches out to girls in trouble in
Baltimore. “One girl I spoke with was pregnant, on the
street, and homeless. I sat down with her, listened to her,
prayed with her. I said I would take her to get help, but
she wasn’t ready. I had to be loving but direct; I warned
her of what could happen to her.”
When talking with those struggling with gender identity,
love and truth are key. Out of Egypt Ministries founder
Patti Height came to Christ, left her homosexual lifestyle,
and grew in the Word at CC Old Bridge. Karen recalled
seeing Patti and her partner that first day: “I thought,
‘Jesus, they need You.’ Patti said that she felt loved, not like
an outcast.” Karen reflected, “I love how the Holy Spirit
cleans you out, comforts you, and brings you to Christ.
We just poured out love and truth on her and watched the
Lord do the work. She met Jesus; He set her free.” Karen
added, “We need to remember that sin is its own punishment. People living in sin are usually miserable. We need
to never forget the pit that He pulled us out of.”
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God’s Word Changes Lives
Cheryl Cahill of CC Boston, MA, remembers when her
husband Randy started a Bible study in the inner city in
1988. “We had drug addicts and prostitutes coming. One
woman looked at Randy and said, ‘Are you here to hit
on me?’ She didn’t quite get it. But God took them from
that place, brought them out of that life. Randy never put
them down; he just ministered the Word of God.”

Top left: Pastors’ wives take notes as they listen to
commentary on 2 Timothy.
Bottom left: June Hesterly speaks from 2 Timothy 3
about standing on God’s Word in these last days.
Top right: Conference attendees share a common
bond in Jesus and in ministry as pastors’ wives.
Bottom right: Irma Pressley (right) prays with Robin
Downs of CC Mercer County, NJ.
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Women find encouragement and comfort through their unique calling as pastors’ wives and ministry leaders.

It’s teaching the Word of God every week—not just here
a bit and there a bit.’ It was incredible; I had never heard
expository teaching before.” During the early years of the
Jesus movement, people from England would drop in to
stay with Carol and Malcolm so they could hear Chuck.
“Malcolm used to joke that someone back home was passing out our address, with ‘Free room and board’.”
Karen Pulley added, “We need to tend our own spiritual fire by spending time with Jesus and in God’s Word.
Then other women will be drawn to and comforted by
that warmth. Just love Jesus—don’t feel pressured to have
a large women’s ministry or to spend hours studying to
teach every week. The women already have a pastor: our
husband. When we share with them, we can speak from
our hearts the things Jesus is showing us in His Word.”
She recommends Kay Smith’s book, The Privilege, about
the joys and challenges of serving as a pastor’s wife.
Encouraged to Persevere
Several women at the conference said they were encouraged. Lucille Osborn—whose husband Buddy founded
CC Kensington, PA, and Rock Ministries for at-risk
youth—was reminded of her role as his supporter. “God
made Buddy and I so different, yet He chose to put us
together. It’s not my role to change him, but to encourage him in the ministry God has given him. Because he’s
perfect for that calling as he is.” She added, “He has a
missionary heart; he’s fearless. At first I was scared about
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starting a church in Kensington, but God has done such
amazing things, changing people’s lives.” To other women
who may struggle with fear, she said, “Obedience comes
first, and then your faith grows. We do what Jesus says,
and then we see the miracle.”
Holly Dziedzickie, missionary at House of Refuge in
Cambodia, felt that God gave her clarity through Janie
Alfred’s teaching on suffering. “Janie shared how we are
working out our salvation with fear and trembling, how
God allows us to go through things to help us die to ourselves—sometimes through seemingly tragic experiences
or trials.” Janie recounted how God comforted her when
their daughter was killed several years ago. Holly added,
“God is always there, molding us more into the image of
His wonderful Son, Jesus Christ. He completely, totally
loves us. Because of this we can trust Him completely in
every way—to give Him all of us, everything.”
Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your
heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Psalm 62:8
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