DUNAMIS
CC DOWNEY CONFERENCE TEACHES FROM THE BOOK
OF ACTS ON THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth.” Acts 1:8
“Let’s not complicate walking with the Lord; it’s not rocket
science!” Pastor Bill Welsh, Refuge CC Huntington Beach,
CA, exclaimed at the Dunamis Pastors and Leaders
Conference at CC Downey, CA, in February. (Dunamis
means power in Greek.) Teaching from Acts 8:26-40, Bill
shared how Philip willingly took direction from the Lord
to head to Gaza, unaware of what lay ahead. Coming
across the Ethiopian eunuch in the desert as the African
read Isaiah 53, Philip realized his mission. The evangelist preached Jesus to the eunuch, who had traveled 1,500
miles by chariot to Jerusalem to worship. After hearing
the Good News, the eunuch wanted to know what was
keeping him from being baptized.
Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you
may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.” Acts 8:37
After the eunuch gladly became the first known witness to
Africa of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Philip was swept away
by the Holy Spirit and found elsewhere, preaching.
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Led by the Spirit
Marie Taylor listened intently as Bill Welsh shared that
Philip’s sensitivity to the Spirit was evident years later
when he met Paul in Caesarea. Philip extended a hand
of fellowship to the man (Acts 21:8) who had taken part
in his friend Stephen’s execution (Acts 8:1) before Paul’s
conversion. Marie explained, “This ministered to my
heart and reminded me that I need to guard myself from
hard-heartedness towards those who have hurt me in
the ministry.” Marie and her husband, Pastor Ed Taylor,
one of the conference speakers, came to Christ 26 years
ago at CC Downey and started serving in ministry there.
In 1999, they began a Calvary Chapel in Aurora, CO.
Before the conference, Marie had simply looked forward
to spending time catching up with those she once served
with after giving her life to Christ. She expected the trip
to be a break from her responsibilities as women’s ministry leader at CC Aurora. She didn’t
anticipate how much the Holy Spirit
would reveal to her. As the conference got underway, the Lord began
to reveal to her what she had allowed to take root in her heart and
was startled to realize that she still
Marie Taylor
blamed God for her past hurts.
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“After repenting for allowing myself to be deceived by my
emotions and hurts, I asked the Lord to fill me afresh with
His Spirit and renew our relationship to a better place
than ever before,” she admitted. “I came away believing
God’s promises to show mercy and that He wasn’t done
with me,” added Marie.
Remain in the Spirit
The first speaker of the conference was the hosting pastor,
Jeff Johnson. Beginning in Acts 1:8, Pastor Jeff reminded
the assembly that the power Jesus promised is available
for us as believers. But, Jeff cautioned, it is very easy for
us to slip into doing ministry in our own strength and
power like the Galatians did. Are you so foolish? Having
begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by
the flesh? (Galatians 3:3) With this reminder, Marie began
to consider how she could recapture what had been so exciting to her as a new believer. “I began to hunger again for
the power I once experienced,” Marie noted.
To Marie, the review of Pentecost by David Guzik was a reminder that the Spirit works in spectacular events, as well
as in the normal day to day. Lloyd Pulley reiterated, “If
we miss the day-to-day work of the Spirit, we miss God’s
influence over our lives.” Lloyd shared how a young girl
had reminded him how a childlike faith in God’s power

Far left: Conference attendees enjoy a time of
worshiping the Lord.
Center left: Pastor Ed Taylor chats with Dolores
Zambrano, the longtime assistant at CC Downey.
Ed started out in ministry there before planting a
church in Aurora, Colorado.
Top right: Conference host and CC Downey Pastor
Jeff Johnson (right) welcomes Pastor David Guzik,
CC Santa Barbara, to the podium to speak.
Bottom right: Jeff counsels a member of CC Downey
before the service.
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had challenged the CC Old Bridge congregation to supply
footwear for an entire village in Mexico.

Top left: Pastor Fausto Pflucker, left, CC Pomona
Gardens, CA, prays with a friend. Fausto leads the
Spanish ministry at CC Downey.
Bottom left: Speakers enjoy a panel discussion. From
left to right: James Kaddis, Jeff Johnson, Lloyd
Pulley, and David Guzik
Middle right: Pastor James Kaddis, center, listens
intently to the teachings.
Bottom right: Pastors Pancho Juarez, CC Montebello,
left, and David Trujillo, CC South Los Angeles,
fellowship with each other.

Holy Spirit Power
“Preparing for the conference by going through the Book
of Acts together with the leaders had a huge impact on all
of us long before the conference even began,” said Pastor
James Kaddis. “Ed Taylor reminded us that it is only the
power of the Holy Spirit that will give us victory in our
divisive country and even in our movement of Calvary
Chapel,” remembered James. “Dave Rolph prompted us
that it is only God’s power that will keep us from growing
weary in God’s work,” he stated. Like Marie and Ed, James
grew in his faith while attending CC Downey. He had also
looked to Jeff Johnson as his spiritual leader. James was
sent out from CC Downey and now is the lead pastor at
CC Signal Hill, CA. James was part of the advance team
that planned the Dunamis conference. James returned to
CC Signal Hill much more aware that he doesn’t have to
do this ministry on his own, that he can rely on Christ to
do it for him, as he seeks His power and wisdom.
The Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit
The sanctuary at CC Downey has been special to James’
walk with the Lord. “I came to Christ and began ministry

here and got married in this church last spring. I had the
rare privilege to officiate the funeral service of a slain policeman after the conference.” The CC Downey sanctuary
is the biggest auditorium in the entire area. Over 7,000 law
enforcement officers jammed into the church building for
the service. Several thousand Bibles were given away as
well as new believer packets. Law officers from Canada
and Australia were part of the million people that watched
the service online. James added, “Three people later contacted the church to confide that they had planned on
committing suicide that day.” After watching the service
on local TV, they repented and gave their lives to Christ.
James reflected that this is a perfect example of God’s power, which was the theme of the conference. “We saw how
the hearts of the officers were softened through the service,” added James. “Having the conference precede the
funeral helped prepare me to rely on Him as the power of
the Holy Spirit poured out on attendees that day.”

Day of Pentecost (Acts 2), and Jesus’ followers began the
work of spreading the Gospel across the Roman Empire.
“The empowerment of the Holy Spirit is what so many
Christians are missing,” said Jeff. “During the afterglow
I sensed that the Holy Spirit’s manifestation was felt by
everyone in the congregation. The sweet presence of the
Lord was with us all three days,” Jeff concluded.
Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Acts 2:38

Dunamis Conference

Link

www.ccdowney.com/conferences/
562-803-5631

Jeff Johnson noted that the speakers’ teachings all blended together for one unified and much-needed message
for today’s church. Jeff launched the three-day event with
Jesus’ directive that got the Christian movement underway—to take the Good News about Him to the entire
world in Acts 1:8. The Holy Spirit then arrived on the
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