GOD’S LOVE IS

MIGHTIER

THAN MANY WATERS

CALVARY CHAPELS
REACH OUT WITH
THE LOVE OF CHRIST
TO FLOOD SURVIVORS
IN LOUISIANA
Story & photos by Tom Price unless otherwise noted

Pastor John LaBelle, CC WestGrove, CA, comforts Evette
Hardison, whose home was one of over 140,000 houses that
were flooded this past August in southeastern Louisiana.
John, liason coordinator for Calvary Chapel Relief, directed
the volunteer team that was able to reunite Evette’s family
under one roof again.
Top Right: The U.S. Coast Guard looks for stranded motorists.
Overall, the Coast Guard, along with other first responders,
made over 20,000 rescues.

Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Brandon Giles, U.S. Coast Guard
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Top: Entire neighborhoods were devastated
when flooding struck southeast Louisiana in
mid-August. Photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Melissa Leake,

U.S. Coast Guard

Middle: Volunteers praise the Lord during morning
prayer. Devotions began after breakfast each
morning at the donated gym used to house teams.
Bottom: A CC Bay St. Louis team tears out drywall.
The church was birthed from the outreach with
Calvary Chapel Relief after Hurricane Katrina.

Then they cry out to the Lord in their trouble, and He
brings them out of their distresses. Psalm 107:28
Rising Water
Nelle Fruge awoke soon after midnight on Sunday, August
14. Stepping out of bed on her farm in Baton Rouge, LA,
she was stunned to be standing in knee-deep water. All my
animals might drown, she thought fearfully. Though the
rain had been relentless over the past several days, she was
in shock since her property of 25 years had never flooded.
As she inched toward the kitchen, she found her pet rabbit swimming toward her. She managed to wade out to
the barn to let the bigger animals out. An attempt to find
safety for the smaller pets in her truck bed, parked 150
feet away from her house, was thwarted
when the waves began cresting above the
sides of the vehicle. Wet and shivering, a
baby calf she had raised drowned in her
arms, too heavy for the petite woman to
Nelle Fruge
continue holding up out of the water.
Realizing that her only option was to go back to the house
and climb onto the roof, she floated the smaller animals
in a plastic tub, clasping in her teeth a bag containing the
rabbit. When the frightened animal fell out, Nelle reached
down into the murky river to grab it. As she lifted the
rabbit out of the water, a water snake attached its teeth
to her arm. Shaking off the nonpoisonous creature, she
collapsed on the roof with her animals. Through the day
and night she could hear the cries of the animals she could
not rescue. They remained on the roof for 24 hours. She
prayed to the Lord for His help.
A boat arrived the next morning as part of what has been
dubbed the “Cajun Navy,” an informal group of boatowning residents who rescued over 1,000 stranded flood
victims. Nelle warned the captain, “I have eight dogs, a

34

CALVARY CHAPEL MAGAZINE

Pastor Paul Hammontree, Calvary Christian Fellowship, Baton Rouge, comforts Bonnie Grace, whose home
flooded. When she returned and the water had receded, her kitchen floor collapsed from underneath her.
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“You never know how this
feels until you go through it.
We lost everything.”
Evette Hardison

baby goat, and a rabbit up here that I can’t leave!” The
man smiled and shook his head in amazement. “Just bring
them aboard, ma’am,” he said, as the drenched group was
helped into the craft.
Several cows and a favorite horse drowned in the fierce
current. Still reeling from her ordeal, Nelle received assistance at a refuge center in a local church and later
from federal relief agencies. Though thankful for their
help it wasn’t until the Calvary Chapel Relief team arrived that she sensed heartfelt empathy. Standing in her
gutted home, Nelle expressed her grief to a group from
McDonough Calvary Chapel, GA. “You brought me hope!”
Nelle exclaimed.
“I’m not normally an emotional person,” she said as she
choked back tears, “but you truly showed me the love of
God; now I feel like I can start living again.” Nelle later
acknowledged that it meant a lot to her that each team
member seemed sincerely heartbroken about her loss.
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
Psalm 147:3
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No Regrets
In another neighborhood, Leona and Hazel stood side by
side, their arms locked together. Hazel’s face was caked in
dirt and Leona had a protective dust mask under her chin.
The water had receded; now household goods had been
dragged to the front lawns and drywall was being pulled
so houses could dry out.
“We have been neighbors for 20 years—” Hazel explained.
“But we never saw eye to eye,” Leona added. Disagreements
had fractured their relationship. But when the water started rising, Hazel stopped to ask Leona if she needed any
sandbags. Leona was thankful for the help, though neither had any idea of the level of devastation yet to come.
“We couldn’t stop the water; it was more than we could
handle alone,” Leona said, since both were single and
without assistance. Leona noted that before the floods,
Baton Rouge had experienced divisive racial problems,
with the police shooting of an unarmed black man and the
revenge assassination of several officers. Now Leona, who
is black, and Hazel, who is white, stood together, hand in
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hand. “When the flood began, it didn’t matter anymore
what the color was of anyone’s skin.” Leona added.
While water began pouring in from all directions, both
women saw Caucasian police officers carrying elderly
African-American residents to safety on their backs and
young black men wading through chest deep water to assist white residents. Hazel said, “All we could do was help
each other.” Later, the Calvary Chapel Relief team began
assisting Hazel, Leona, and others on their street through
the stages of recovery and rebuilding.

Top left: Volunteers empty a house. Craig Turner
and Pastor Jared Thomsen, right, CC Walnut Creek,
CA, flew to Texas and rented a truck, filled it with
supplies, and drove it overnight to Baton Rouge.
Top Right: Volunteers pray for Evette Hardison after
removing wet household goods.
Below: Leona, left, and Hazel share their plight
during the floods. Even though neighbors for 20
years, it took the flood to bring them together as
friends. Photo by Heather Danielle

Both women choked back tears as they expressed their
gratitude for each other now. “I am certain that the Lord
had been speaking to us about our relationship, but we
were both too proud to listen to His voice,” Leona admitted.
“If it took this disaster to bring us together,” Hazel added,
“then I am glad it happened.” Leona concluded as they
hugged each other. “We have no regrets!”
He calms the storm, so that its waves are still.
Psalm 107:29
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Together Again
After floodwaters receded, Evette Hardison returned to
her water-damaged home and wept. “You never know
how this feels unless you go through it,” she cried. “We
lost everything.” Someone from her son’s football team
suggested calling Calvary Christian Fellowship for help.
After a team from Calvary Chapel Walnut Creek, CA, and
Cornerstone Chapel, NJ, gutted and cleaned her home, it
took two weeks for her home to dry to be sure no mold
remained before hanging drywall. Their family was displaced, separated from each other: Evette’s mother had
been evacuated to one location, her sons to two different
homes of friends, and Evette was commuting each day
from New Orleans, an hour drive each way.
Relief team liaison Pastor John LaBelle assessed the situation and directed a team to repair a rental property owned
by Evette’s mother. Rendered unlivable by a previous

occupant, it was undamaged by the flood, enabling the
team to finalize previous repairs. Evette cried tears of
joy when the family was reunited under one roof. “The
Calvary Chapel volunteers have been a tremendous help,”
Evette said. “I thank the Lord for them.”
John LaBelle had recently retired from servicing oil rigs
in Saudi Arabia and rejoined the staff at Calvary Chapel
WestGrove, CA, as a volunteer. Soon after, he flew down
to Baton Rouge, offering to help coordinate the relief effort. After assisting one couple, John asked them, “If you
had drowned in this awful flood, would God have invited
you into heaven?” When the husband explained that they
were good people, John shared the Gospel message with
them. The couple prayed to receive Christ as their Savior.
“After I explained that Jesus paid the penalty for our sins,
they said they wanted the joy they witnessed in the volunteers,” John remembered. (continued on page 40)

A BIBLE IN A BACKPACK
CHILDREN DISPLACED BY FLOODWATERS RECEIVE BACKPACKS
WITH SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND A BIBLE

“May I put my school papers in the backpack?” a young
lad asked hesitantly. The room was buzzing with excitement as school children lined up to receive free backpacks.
With a big smile, Christopher Ryan of CC WestGrove, CA,
looked up at the boy he had just handed a backpack.
“Of course you can, son; you can put anything in the backpack. It’s yours!” Christopher reassured him. The student
opened it up to find school supplies and a Bible with a
camouflage cover. A big smile spread across his face.
CC WestGrove’s partner ministry, Promise Child, donated more than 650 backpacks with supplies when they
learned of the flood that devastated over 140,000 homes in
the Baton Rouge area. Christopher and other volunteers
drove to Louisiana from California and handed out the
backpacks at Hosanna Christian Academy, where many
students lost their homes and are still displaced.
“Our hearts broke when we thought of all those children
losing everything just as a new school year was beginning,”
said Brent Kaser, Promise Child director. “Our hope was
that the backpacks would remind these children that Jesus
does truly love them, despite their recent losses.”
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Christopher noted that many of the students were visibly
affected by the disaster. “I sensed from the children’s reactions that this event has traumatized even those whose
homes didn’t flood.” Through meeting the basic needs of
children worldwide, Promise Child is able to bring hope
to kids through a saving relationship with Christ.
www.promisechild.org
promisechild@mac.com
877-242-7794
Left: A young girl gladly receives needed supplies.
Above left: A student walks away with his new
backpack, donated by Promise Child.
Both photos this page by Heather Danielle

Above right: Christopher Ryan, CC WestGrove,
hands out one of 650 backpacks. Each contained
school supplies and an age-appropriate Bible
supplied by Calvary Chapel Distribution.
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While assessing another home, John told the homeowners that the teams would remove all the drywall, kitchen
cabinets, and the shower. The husband and wife had hit
a point of exhaustion. The wife, looking confused, reluctantly asked, “How much will all of this cost?” John
replied, “Nothing. Jesus has already paid the price.” The
wife immediately broke down in tears of joy and John
prayed with the couple, thanking the Lord for providing
for their needs.
John’s assistance allowed Pastor Paul Hammontree,
Calvary Christian Fellowship in Baton Rouge, LA, to
continue to meet the spiritual needs of the fellowship and
prepare for the weekly teachings, as well as minister to
those impacted by the floods. While visiting a lady living in a flooded trailer, she quickly offered that she was
40

a cancer survivor. Paul responded, “I’m a cancer survivor too!” referring to his long bout with a serious cancer
several years ago. Seeing her collapsed kitchen floor, Paul
directed volunteers to her home to help with repairs, and
he took the opportunity to minister to her. While driving to another flood-ravaged home, Paul offered biblical
counseling by phone to a young couple whom he recently
married that were having their first misunderstanding.
Later on Saturday afternoon, he slipped away from the
teams to finish preparing Sunday’s teaching.
When the flood occurred, Paul’s home was spared, although 300 homes in his neighborhood were impacted—and over 140,000 homes overall in southeastern
Louisiana were flooded, displacing their residents. Paul
and the entire congregation began seeking the Lord’s
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direction and volunteers began arriving from fellowships
across the country. “Doors began to open up to minister
and help,” Paul said.
A gymnasium that had recently closed was offered to the
church to be used as a relief center, free of charge. “Now
we can easily house volunteer teams. The Calvary Chapel
Relief food truck is cooking three meals a day, and the
gym is also our resource center,” Paul said. In the background, visiting flood survivors were picking up fans,
cleaning supplies, and household goods. Paul continued,
“The need is massive. But I know our God is massive and
He is able to provide.”
The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he
knows those who take refuge in him. Nahum 1:7, ESV

Calvary Christian Fellowship
www.calvarybr.org/servants
info@calvarybr.org
225-388-5448 ext. 2
Video

Top left: Diane Krylo, center, of CC WestGrove prays
with two women impacted by the floods.
Left: Diane hugs a woman after a team helped clean
up her home. All photos this spread by Heather Danielle
Top right: Eugene (EJ) Smith, Cornerstone Calvary
Chapel, NJ, and Diane share Christ and a sandwich
with someone who lost all in the floods.
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