DESPERATE
JOURNEY
Story by Tom Price & Christmas Beeler

More than a million refugees and
migrants from the Middle East and
North Africa entered Europe in
2015, with another 160,000-plus
by March 2016. Calvary Chapel
believers are showing God’s love
to these desperate men, women,
and children; many former
Muslims have accepted Christ.

Top right: Thousands of refugees traveled to Greek
islands via rubber rafts. Photo by Ben White/CAFOD
Above: A woman at the Greece-Macedonia border is
overwhelmed as she waits with thousands of others for
permission to cross. Photo by Steven Evans
Right: A refugee boy waits for aid from the International
Red Cross near the Serbian border.

Photo by John Engedal Nissen/IFRC

Above: Allen Diwan, left, guest teacher, helps refugees who gathered to
learn about their new Christian faith at CC Budapest. Photo by Tom Price
Right: New believers learn the Ten Commandments with Lisa Collins of
Calvary Chapel Bible College Europe. Photo by Travis Hergert

Lost on the Aegean Sea at night, 50
refugees in a rubber raft were losing hope.
Some fleeing ISIS and the volatile conflict
in the Middle East, they were desperately
trying to reach Greece and other EU
countries. Violent waves had knocked
the flimsy craft off course. Women and
children were crying. At sea for eight
hours without life jackets, with no access
to food and water, Philip silently prayed,
wondering if he would see Jesus soon. He
and two others were the only Christians
among the Muslim group.
Suddenly, one of the Christians, a woman, cried out, “I
see a shining Man! He will help us!” Philip looked but
saw nothing. She must be delirious, he thought. Growing
up in Islam had left him empty and desperate for the
truth until an acquaintance secretly shared his belief
in Jesus. After converting to Christianity, Philip left his
Muslim family rather than undergo persecution, imprisonment, and possible death.
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The woman cried out again about the shining Man. They
spotted land, but the engine wasn’t strong enough to
propel them ashore. The woman exclaimed, “The shining Man is standing on the beach to help us!” Philip still
couldn’t see anyone, but he knew that his newfound Savior
was capable of extraordinary miracles. As the small boat
reached a Greek island, with tears of relief Philip silently
praised Jesus for saving them from drowning.
Philip’s ordeal was not over. Finally making it to Europe,
he walked for two weeks to reach Hungary. He was soon
locked up in a prison inside a refugee camp for over five
months. He didn’t understand why the Lord would allow
this after traveling such a precarious route to escape persecution for believing in Him. But he had only an elementary knowledge of Christianity and had never held or read
the Old Testament. He received a complete Bible at the
camp in his native language.
In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.
Ephesians 1:13
Looking back now, Philip sees God’s hand in his confinement. “There was nothing else to do in the camp, so I read
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the Bible. I needed that time to grow as a believer and
truly understand His Word.” Philip was sent to Debrecen,
Hungary’s largest refugee reception center, where he met
Pastor Bodogán Zsolt (Bodi) of CC Debrecen. Pastor Bodi
and other believers in Debrecen have been reaching out at
a nearby refugee camp for the past 10 years. By the end of
2015, this same camp had swelled from 800 to 4,000 people; many former Muslims have already come to Christ or
expressed interest in the Gospel.

Reaching Fellow Refugees
Since Philip knew English, he became one of the translators at CC Debrecen. The leaders took time to minister
to the refugees, encourage, and teach them. Soon after,
Philip went to Germany where he began attending CC
Gruenstadt. He assisted Pastor Guenther Weber and his
family, helping to translate as they ministered to newly arriving refugees.
Philip attended the European Pastors Conference at
Schloss Heroldeck—“The Castle”—in Millstatt, Austria,
and returned with Pastor Phil Metzger to Budapest. Now
he is attending CC Bible College Europe (CCBCE) and
ministering in Hungary to translate for other refugees
who are learning about Jesus.

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Spirit. Titus 3:4-5
Lisa Collins, an American on staff at CCBCE, was invited
last year by Pastor Bodi to come weekly to assist these former refugees in Debrecen for a season. Now some of these
new believers have been resettled and attend a weekly
Bible study with Lisa and Philip at CC Budapest.
Describing the men and women in the group, Lisa said,
“We’re like a family. We help each other and pray for each
other. Many have been away from their homes and families for more than a year; they say that God has given them
a new family here.” She added, “They tell me, ‘No matter
what happens to me now, I have Jesus. I have found the
purpose for living.’” After being grounded in God’s Word,
many are actively sharing Christ with their countrymen.

Ministering in Greece
Aside from ministering in Hungary, Lisa and Philip recently visited a Greek island and shared Christ at a refugee
camp for four days.
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Not allowed in the camp on the first day, Lisa performed
a skit before a large, curious crowd of refugees gathered at
the fence. Philip helped explain that the Good King in the
skit was Jesus, and that God is loving and just. Having
grown up in Islam, many find this concept profound. The
next day, the two gained entrance only for the day, and
a small group sat huddled around them as they secretly
shared the Gospel using colors. The third day, she and
Philip were denied entrance and had to speak through the
fence from the outside with a family they had met the day
before. Quietly, the family said, “We want you to come in;
we have questions.” In an answer to prayer, Lisa and Philip
were allowed in the camp one last time, on their final day.
Inside the family’s makeshift dwelling, the two answered
questions and explained in depth about man’s sin, God’s
forgiveness, Christ’s burial and resurrection, and salvation
through faith. That day, the entire family of six people accepted Christ. Lisa recalled, “They were excited to be able
to ask questions and get answers.”
Showing love is essential in reaching this hurting population, Lisa said. “When you are in a camp, even a few days
can seem like you’ve known them a long time. They open
up their lives; they see your sincerity. It touches them.”
This family told her that their raft hit a storm; the father
swam in open water to find help. Though he brought
back a fishing boat to rescue them, 27 of the 48 passengers drowned. After talking to hundreds of refugees over
the past several months, Lisa reflected, “Almost every one
of them has had someone die—someone drown, a baby
freeze to death. It’s crazy, terrible.” There are also many
sick, wounded, or lame people in the camps. “We saw a
boy in a wheelchair who has lost use of his legs because of
bombs. Another boy had a prosthetic leg because he came
from a war zone,” she recalled.
“It’s amazing: people have donated food, clothing. Then
we’ll meet someone who needs that very thing,” Lisa said.
Believers all around the world have donated money to
the CCBCE Refugee Relief Fund, enabling CC believers
to share practical help like food and water along with the
Gospel, tracts, and Bibles in the refugees’ native languages.

Iranians Baptized in Athens

The Gonzalezes and another couple, Arno and Sahar, lead a weekly
Seekers Bible Study Outreach. They
host a Persian meal followed by an
optional Bible teaching—which
most
stay for. Frank and Arno take
Frank & Suzie
turns teaching each week, going
Gonzalez
through the Book of John, while
Sahar translates from English into Farsi. “Since January,
it has grown from 35 to nearly 100. More than 40 people
have given their lives to Christ,” Frank said. In March, they
baptized 11 men and women at a public beach—a bold
step for many who grew up in a closed Islamic country.
On April 1, CC Hellas hosted a celebration for the Persian
New Year (Nowruz). More than 130 people shared Iranian
food, dancing, and music along with playing sports.
Several believers joined them in serving and sharing the
Gospel; that day, 15 new believers were baptized.
Frank takes the new believers through a class to ensure
they understand their faith prior to baptism. He listens to
their testimonies, amazed at how Christ often had been
drawing several of them to Himself even before they came
to Greece. One man was the first officer on a cargo ship;
he received a New Testament from Christians who met
him at a dock in Belgium. He began reading it. Sometime
later, violent waves caused him to fall down three flights of
stairs; he cried out to Jesus. He had a vision that Jesus appeared to him, saying that He had protected him and that
He wanted to save the man and his family. Frank related,
“This man came to Christ that day. A few weeks ago, his
wife and son also accepted Christ here in Greece.”
More than 50 people attend a Sunday afternoon church
service in English/Farsi, and a smaller group attends a
morning service in English/Greek. Frank recalled, “Last
year, we took a step of faith to commit to staying another
year. We never imagined in our wildest dreams what God
would do. Now we’re praying that God sends us workers to help in this harvest of souls.” Believers from CC
Kaiserslautern, Germany, visited Athens again in April to
offer medical care on an outreach with Frank and Suzie.
They and other Calvary Chapels have visited Athens to
reach out to the refugees alongside Frank and Suzie.

Greece has been a major portal with more than a million refugees coming through the Aegean Sea recently.
In Athens, Pastor Frank and Suzie Gonzalez, CC Hellas CCBCE Refugee Relief in Hungary
Ministries, have been reaching out to refugees with God’s relief.ccbce.com
Word, medical care, and loving fellowship. Over the past
few months, their weekly Bible study has swelled with ref- CC Hellas Ministries in Athens, Greece
ugees—many from Iran—and dozens have come to Christ. gonzogazette.wordpress.com
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Above: Refugees at a home Bible study in Budapest
raise their hands to acknowledge the Lordship of
Jesus in their lives. Photo by Tom Price
Right: Arash, a refugee, is baptized by Pastor Phil
Metzger at CC Budapest. Many former Muslims
have accepted Christ and are being discipled. Arash
said, “On this difficult journey, I found Jesus and He
saved me and changed my life.” Photo by Sebestyén Gábor
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