“We need
to know
that these
things are
happening
in our own
community—
maybe
even in our
churches.”
Marjorie Saylor

former trafficking victim
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SETTING
CAPTIVES
FREE

Part 1 of a series on how God is using Calvary Chapels to minister to victims
of human trafficking in the United States and abroad.
Story by Christmas Beeler

One Survivor’s Story
Marjorie sat in the pastor’s office waiting for a word of
hope. As a child, she had been a part of his congregation.
Over the past few years, her life in Southern California
had spiraled into a nightmare: first as a sexually abused
child, then a teen runaway, and now a victim of sex trafficking. Suicidal, she wanted to know if there was any
chance that God could still love her. With tears, she shared
how her stepfather—who initially brought her to church
and prayed with Marjorie and her sister—started sexually
abusing them as pre-teens. After he tried to kill her mother, Marjorie and her mother and sister moved away when
Marjorie was 14. The next year she was raped by an older
boy from school. Angry at God and her parents, she ran
away. The nightmare worsened as she tried to survive and
ended up waitressing and selling her body at a strip club.
Now an exotic dancer at age 18, she no longer wanted to
live. So here she sat, searching for hope.
After listening in silence, the pastor said, “It’s a cruel world
out there.” Marjorie waited, but he said nothing else. She
stayed for the sermon, hoping for a word from the Lord.
During the message, the pastor stated, “Some people are so
screwed up that they can never get back to a right relationship with God.” She ran out of the church, tears streaming
down her face. Overwhelmed with condemnation, she
thought: It’s too late for me; even God doesn’t want me. So

she willingly gave herself over to the darkness, working
for an escort service. One night a client threatened her: “I
could do anything I want to you and no one would ever
know; I could kill you right now—and nobody would
even care.” Badly shaken, Marjorie ran from the sex industry. Jobless for three years, she started her own business
cleaning up after dogs. She built up a small savings and
then met a man in 2011 who said he wanted to marry her.
But the nightmare resumed.
First, he convinced her to get rid of her business and her
car and to put all of her money into his bank account. “I
didn’t realize that he was taking my independence away,”
she explained. After filing for the marriage license, he became cruel. She tried to leave, but he threatened to harm
her family. He made her work from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. with
no breaks, forcing her to take drugs. When she was six
months pregnant, he began to beat her. Broken, she attempted suicide. In desperation, she prayed, “God, if
You’re out there, please protect my baby. If You give me
a healthy girl, I’ll give her to You.” The child was born in
perfect health, and Marjorie dedicated her to the Lord.
Three months later, the young mother started attending a
Bible study with her grandmother. In July 2013, she finally
had the courage to leave her daughter’s father and report
him to the police. At that time, she was reading the Gospel
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of Mark, learning about God’s loving grace and Jesus’ finished work on the cross. In gratitude, she rededicated her
own life fully to Jesus.
Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,
and He saved them out of their distresses.
He sent His word and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions.
Psalm 107:19-20
In 2014, Marjorie attended the Justice Matters conference
at CC Murrieta, CA, and found her church home. Here
was a group of people who had a heart for victims of trafficking and exploitation. Speaking at the conference in
2015, Marjorie shared, “This past year has been so healing and empowering. I thank God.” She now shares her

WHAT IS
HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

testimony with high schoolers, law enforcement, social
workers, and churches—anywhere that could help prevent
another young woman from being trapped in the nightmare of exploitation.

Human trafficking is “a modern-day form of slavery involving the illegal trade of people for exploitation or commercial gain. Every year, millions of
men, women, and children are trafficked in countries around the world, including the United States,”
says the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

At a recent event sponsored by the LAPD, Marjorie
shared with 9th grade girls who tearfully confessed similar experiences. “I tell them that God loves them, that
what’s happened to them is not their fault, that they need
to tell somebody,” she said. “For the church, we need to
know that these things are happening in our own community—maybe even in our churches. We need to talk
about it in an appropriate way with our young people.
We need to reach out, whatever our gifts may be—whether with prayer, food, support, or awareness. We can all
do something.”

The DHS reports, “Traffickers use force, fraud, or
coercion to lure their victims and force them into
labor or commercial sexual exploitation. They look
for [those with] psychological or emotional vulnerability, economic hardship, lack of a social safety
net, natural disasters, or political instability.”
The U.S. Department of State estimates that there
are more than 20 million victims of sex and labor
trafficking worldwide.

The Church’s Role
Reaching Out
Brian Bell, pastor of Calvary Chapel Murrieta, CA, also
believes the church should reach out. “I first started learning about human trafficking back in 2009; it was overwhelming—like drinking from a firehose,” he recalled.
Seven years ago, Brian went to Burma to minister to
young teens who had been raped and brutalized. He later
learned more about human trafficking in the U.S. and
abroad. Then CC Murrieta started a group focused on
awareness, advocacy, and action. “This opened up opportunities for the church to get involved,” he said. In 2013,
he told his church about the opportunity to help start a
new Christian rescue home for
trafficked girls in Cambodia, and—
though just before the Christmas
holiday—more than $70,000 came
in. “This really blessed my heart as
a pastor, to see this outpouring of
love and generosity from our flock,”
Brian & Kelly Bell
Brian remembered.
“Through all of this, I have learned how much our God is
a God of justice. His heart for victims—it’s everywhere in
Scripture.” Brian cited:
Deliver those who are drawn toward death,
and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.
If you say, “Surely we did not know this,”
does not He who weighs the hearts consider it?
He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?
And will He not render to each man according to his
deeds? Proverbs 24:11-12
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Brian explained, “In other words, we’re responsible for
what we know. I feel God is saying, now that we know,
we must do something about it. Human trafficking—it’s
all over the media, in the news. We have more slaves today than we had during all 400 years of the transatlantic
slave trade.”
In the United States
Many are shocked to learn that human trafficking occurs in the United States. Brian’s wife Kelly Bell has been
volunteering with the Riverside County Anti-Human
Trafficking Task Force for the past four years. One day she
got a call that a young Chinese woman, recently rescued,
needed transportation. Kelly was shocked to learn that
the victim had attended a Chinese church service in CC
Murrieta’s building. The Chinese pastor had noticed that
something was wrong, sought the girl out, and discovered
she was being held captive as a servant. The church paid
for her cosmetology school and helped her get a fresh start.
“We held a small party for her to celebrate her graduation
and her new career,” Kelly remembered.
Working with a local task force allows CC Murrieta to
get involved in ways that are appropriate and needed.
Kelly and other believers are often called on by law enforcement or social services to minister to victims. She
and other believers have provided rides to appointments,
donated clothing and supplies, and even held a baby
shower. Kelly explained, “We can’t go in and rescue these
girls, but we can give a baby shower and spiritually love
them. They know we do this because Jesus loves them.”

The UK-based International Labour Organization
estimates that sex and labor trafficking profits
more than $150 billion annually.
Between 100,000-300,000 children are currently at
risk for trafficking in the U.S., according to the U.S.
Administration for Children, Youth, and Families.
Photo illustration by Brooke Cagle

Prevention: Reaching Local Children
Sadly, many U.S. children are being trafficked within the
United States—and were abused, foster, or runaway kids.
“Traffickers target those [children] who have an unstable
life, have been abused, neglected, or exploited already. For
example, … 59 percent of the 174 children arrested [in
Los Angeles] for prostitution were in the foster care system, and victims were often recruited from group homes,”
according to the U.S. Administration for Children, Youth,
and Families. “[B]etween 100,000-300,000 [U.S.] youth

are currently at risk. … The average age of a child who
enters the sex trade in the U.S. is 12-14 years old.”
To reach at-risk children before they become victims, CC
Murrieta provides information for believers to reach out
to vulnerable children in their communities: They have
a monthly ‘Children at Risk’ prayer meeting; speakers
come from mentoring groups like Big Brothers and Big
Sisters. Because many at-risk children come from foster
care, CC Murrieta is part of a regional program called

“We can’t go in and rescue these
girls, but we can ... love them.”
Kelly Bell
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“Most victims have been sexually
abused as children. Their minds
need to be renewed ... that only
comes from God.” Susan Munsey
Safe Families—where Christian families open their homes
temporarily to children who need a safe place to stay for
a night, a week, or longer. Kelly added, “We need more
Christian families fostering children,” Kelly said. “Some
foster children already feel worthless, making them prime

targets for traffickers. We as God’s people need to be
reaching out to them.”
To do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, that the
man of the earth may oppress no more. Psalm 10:18

A Place to Heal
Restoring Broken Women
The good news is that Jesus Christ is healing and transforming the lives of former victims. Susan Munsey was
once a runaway teen trafficked by an older man; today,
she shares Christ’s redeeming love with victimized women who have a chance for a new life. Susan oversees one of
the few Christian transition homes for trafficked women
in the country, GenerateHope, through which more than
80 women have transitioned from life on the streets to
freedom. Since therapy includes Bible study and prayer,
many of the women have accepted Christ. The home is
long-term, up to two years, as the healing process of such
deep wounds takes time.
She explained the all-too-common tale of how vulnerable young women are coerced by predators: “I was a
runaway. My family splintered apart, and I got lost in the
mix,” she recalled. “People tend to think that the victims
are kidnapped. But usually, they are boyfriended in. An
older man finds someone who is vulnerable—maybe a
foster, runaway, or special needs kid. They tell you what
you want to hear, wipe away your
tears. The young lady believes she
has finally found someone who cares
for her. They make promises, ‘Just
do this for me for a little bit and
then we’ll get married.’ Then the relationship turns brutal, controlling.
It’s about abuse, power, control, and
Susan Munsey
money.” Susan explained that trauma
22

bonding—also known as Stockholm Syndrome—is an
emotional attachment between a victim and her captor for
survival. “For young kids whose minds aren’t fully developed, it’s hard to find a way out.”
In Susan’s case, she was arrested after two months, separated from her captor, and able to see that she had other
options. She went to college to study social work.
“Most victims have been sexually abused as children,” she
added. “Their minds need to be renewed; it’s God’s work.
Speaking from what I’ve experienced in working with
them and in my own healing, that only comes from God,”
said Susan, now a licensed social worker. “When I became
a believer, I knew that God would use my past somehow.
In the same way He has rescued us, we can turn around
and use it to help others.”

and they really appreciate all the little gifts, the attention,
and feeling welcomed by the other ladies,” Kelly said. “We
had prayed that these girls would understand God’s love—
that they are treasures to Him, that they are priceless, that
He sees great value in them. And He answered that prayer.”
She recalled one young woman, age 21, who had been sexually trafficked and beaten in the head with a baseball bat
before coming to GenerateHope. She approached Kelly at
the end of the retreat to thank her for all the little gifts she
had received. “She said she had never felt so loved before—
by God the Father, by the ladies here,” Kelly recalled. After
listening to her story and talking with her, Kelly prayed
with her and encouraged her that God loves her.
Looking for Opportunities
There are many ways believers of all ages can help to stop
trafficking and exploitation. “Wherever you are, whatever
your gifts are, just ask the Lord what He would have you
do. Then do it. My passion and calling may not be the
same as yours,” said Kelly. Helping believers get involved
is one reason CC Murrieta recently hosted its 5th annual Justice Matters Conference with at least 30 different
vendors, groups, and organizations. Some groups spread
awareness or lobby for change; some work with impoverished families or children; others sell items made by former victims to earn an honest and sustainable income.
There are many ways to keep at-risk kids off the streets
and help families stay together, Kelly said, such as feeding,

tutoring, and after-school programs. She encourages
those who want to join the fight against trafficking to find
out what is already being done in their local community
and join their efforts.
“Lord, who is like You, delivering the poor from him
who is too strong for him, yes, the poor and the needy
from him who plunders him?” Psalm 35:10b
Other Calvary Chapels are also helping victims and protecting children
from being ensnared. Look for part 2 of this series in the next issue.

CC Murrieta
calvarymurrieta.com
951-677-5667
Right: Shyima Hall, who
shared her testimony
at the Justice Matters
Conference at Calvary
Murrieta, chats with
attendees about
modern-day slavery.
Photos by Mark Ritter

Below: The annual
conference is designed
to bring awareness
to human trafficking.
Event host, Pastor
Brian Bell, discusses
how the church can
make a difference.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4
Part of God’s Family
The women from GenerateHope are welcomed each year
at the CC Murrieta Women’s Retreat, where Kelly and other ladies from CC Murrieta teach and show them God’s
love. “Many of the girls haven’t had much of a childhood,
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