Passing the Torch: Father to Son
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Left: From left to right—Mike McClure, CC San Jose,
CA; Daniel Bentley, The Lighthouse, CO; Jordan
Taylor, Calvary Wallingford, WA; Char Brodersen,
Refuge Christian Fellowship, CA; Jonathan
Domingo, CC Ensenada, Mexico; and moderator
Pastor Ken Sutton.

light of Jesus shines brightest through the broken places
and the cracks in our lives. He’s always modeled repentance for me. One of the most important lessons I can pass
on to my kids is to teach them how to repent, because as a
dad, I make mistakes all the time.
Mike: I wouldn’t be a pastor if I didn’t see what impact
my parents had on others’ lives. And that is what it’s
about—loving Jesus and doing things that are really hard
because there’s a real Savior, a real eternity, a real work,
and a real reward.
What perspectives and observations about the
church can you offer your dad and his generation?

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith,
in purity. 1 Timothy 4:12
The blessings of ministry come with great family pressures. What is it like to grow up in the spotlight as pastors’
children? How do a pastor and his wife pass the torch of
ministry to their children? Five men, sons of well-known
Calvary Chapel pastors, have accepted that torch and are
now pastors themselves. They shared their experiences in
a question and answer session at the 2015 Senior Pastors’
Conference in Costa Mesa, CA. The panel included Jonathan Domingo (son of Juan Domingo of Horizon Ensenada, Mexico; Char Brodersen (son of Brian Brodersen of
CC Costa Mesa); Jordan Taylor (son of Wayne Taylor of
Calvary Fellowship in Seattle); Daniel Bentley (son of Ray
Bentley of Maranatha Chapel); and Mike McClure (son
of Don McClure of Calvary Way). Pastor Ken Sutton, was
the moderator.
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What are the greatest personal lessons you’ve
learned from your mother and father?
Jonathan: My dad is my best friend; he’s an example. You
all know he’s been struggling with his health. About two
years ago, we all thought he wouldn’t make it through the
year. At my house once, he thought he was having a heart
attack, dying. And he looked up at me and said, “Take
care of your son, your wife. I love you. This is okay.” As
he hyperventilated, he passed out and I thought he was
dead. Two seconds later he came to. An EMT arrived and
tried to get general information—age, name. Dad looked
at him and said, “Sir, I’m dying. It doesn’t matter what my
name is. What matters is that Jesus loves you.” So what
I’ve learned from him is that the world needs people who
genuinely love Jesus.
Char: My parents care about people. They brought people
into our home, our lives. They knew people’s stories. That’s
always made me want to be real about my own struggles
and in my own pastoral care. My dad has always been a

mountain of a man to me; my hero. Since I was a little boy,
he’s always been my closest friend and has always made
me a priority. Even though I was a wild kid, I always knew
when I was disciplined that I was loved.
Jordan: I was also a “bad” kid. But when I got worse,
my parents were there and pressed in further. My sister
and I were rebellious at the same time. My dad sat down
with my sister and said, “I want you to tell me everything
you’ve ever done. I just want to absorb it.” That represents
Jesus to me. And even though we weren’t in a place to ask
for forgiveness, my parents were mediating before God
on our behalf.
Daniel: As pastors, everyone in the church wants a piece
of your time. Yet I always knew I was first place. I remember being able to run up to my dad after services; his face
would light up. That showed me the heart of my heavenly
Father: I’m His child and His face lights up every time
He sees me. It’s powerful to be in a home where your dad
shows you how to love Jesus. Dad has taught me that the

Jonathan: Sometimes in our churches we have a certain
way of doing things that is so comfortable to us, and when
a new generation questions it, we answer, “That’s just the
way it is.” We need to be humble and teachable enough to
ask ourselves: What are we doing out of habit, or conviction, which could be changed to better reach another generation? Can we be more open-handed about methods?
Char: There’s no one specific thing to rebuke or correct.
My father’s always been very teachable, conversational.
We’ve been able to have a dynamic where we complement
each other real well and speak into each other’s life.
Jordan: My dad has grasped something my generation
feels–a lot of hope for the future. Now Dad and I do things
differently, but we both have that same hope. A part of
what he taught me was to be myself. He honors me and I
honor him with that. Our discussions can get pretty heated. But even when we might disagree, we seek to hear each
other out.
Daniel: Early on dad gave me a presence in his pulpit. Now
I’m 35 and already looking for the next generation. I want
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to see younger people taking the torch, like the Olympic
flame, and pass it on. That’s Paul’s message to Timothy.
Mike: In the church, we often think we don’t need the
older generation. It’s a big mistake when we start to think
we know better than our parents. But our generation can
offer some practical ideas.
What other truths can you share to encourage us?
Jonathan: The attitude in the States currently seems dark.
But there is so much growth in Christianity in the rest of
the world, especially Third World countries. Be encouraged. When you see the whole picture, the entire world,
you can be excited knowing Jesus is doing something
really big right now.
Char: Something I’ve learned over time is to trust in the
slow work of God. We cannot rush this process of sanctification (growing closer to Jesus Christ). You’re just called
to be tender, loving shepherds like Jesus, called to listen to
the people of God and care for them, not fix them. That’s
what’s been modeled for me my whole life—caring for
God’s sheep, knowing their stories, walking with them.
Jordan: If you’re a pastor and your child is wandering or
even rebelling as I did against my parents, take heart that

the Lord is faithful. Trust your children to the Lord in a
way that doesn’t distance you from them. It’s one of the
hardest things to do. Be encouraged in a divine sense, but
don’t lose the courage to pursue your children.
Daniel: Don’t grow weary in well doing.
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
... And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to
wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:1, 4

“It’s powerful to be in a
home where your dad
shows you how to love
Jesus. Dad has taught
me that the light of Jesus
shines brightest through
the broken places and
the cracks in our lives.”
Daniel Bentley
Above: Daniel Bentley responds to a question about growing up as a pastor’s son. To his left is Mike McClure,
and to his right is Jordan Taylor.
Top right: Char Brodersen shares lessons he learned from his father, Pastor Brian Brodersen. To his right is
Jonathan Domingo.
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