“God, if You’re real, I need You now.”
Debi Matthews wept on her bedroom floor. As a 20-something business manager living in a Colorado ski resort, Debi’s life looked perfect. Inside, she felt
shattered. She needed more than the distant affection for God that lingered
from a traditional church upbringing. Soon after, circumstances forced a return to her hometown of Houston, TX. “I crossed that state line kicking and
screaming,” she recalled, “but God had removed me from my distractions.” After visiting other churches, she was invited to Calvary Houston—then 30 people meeting in a school cafeteria. This better be worth my time, Debi thought,
doubtful. “But as Pastor Ron Hindt taught the Bible, my soul came alive. I felt
like I was home. That Thursday, I told Ron, ‘I know who Jesus is, but I don’t
think He’s my Savior. I want Him to be.’ He dropped everything and asked, ‘Are
you ready to pray?’ I felt the Holy Spirit’s indwelling when we prayed. You don’t
know how dry your soul is until it’s filled, or how dead it is until it’s alive. Overnight, I left my worldly lifestyle and pursued purity.”
Twenty-three years later, Debi is the now the 2,500-person church’s communications manager. A majority of the Friendswood, TX, church’s staff, like Debi,
have attended since its first year. Pastor Ron Hindt attributes Calvary Houston’s continuity and expansion to prioritizing discipleship and simply preaching God’s Word. Debi commented, “When a pastor allows God to have His
proper place and teaches His full counsel, roots grow deep and people stay.
Calvary Houston is like an oak tree, firmly rooted and part of the community.”
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Deeply Rooted
In 1980, Ron left a successful music career in Hollywood to follow Christ. He
became an associate pastor in his native Southern California but always desired
to bring the Calvary Chapel ministry model to a new place. He assumed that
meant overseas missions, but when a friend who had transferred to Texas explained how desperate the area was for expositional teaching, Ron took the cue.
“Forty days after my first visit, our family moved to Houston,” Ron recalled. “I
was all in. I had no job, no idea how to begin. I found a school to meet in and
started handing out flyers on the street. Chuck Smith was unheard of here. Our
first service had 17 people, the second had five. We’ve grown steadily since
then.” In 1997, the owner of the gymnasium they met in gave them one month
to vacate. They found a 10,000-square-foot space in an abandoned strip mall,
but the 150-person church needed $120,000 to secure it.
Debi remembered, “Pastor Ron told us that Sunday and said he wouldn’t
bring it up again—if God wanted us in that space, He’d provide the money
on time. One week from deadline, we still needed $30,000—then we received
a check for that exact amount. The place was a wreck. We had no money to
hire anyone, so we all put on hard hats, and two contractors in the congregation taught us what to do. There was such a sense of fulfillment and unity
Above left: Ron Hindt, senior pastor of Calvary Houston, prays with men,
women, and families who came forward to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord
of their lives during Sunday worship service.
Bottom left: After service, Ron, right, is available to chat with church attendees.
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Left: Ron and his wife, Yani, center, greet believers as
they arrive for Sunday worship service.
Below: Before and after services, believers encourage
one another through prayer and God’s Word.

Above: Robert Salinas, Kevin Thompson, and Brian
Fontenot pray together. The trio serve in the church’s
Acts 2 outreach ministry.
Below: With raised hands, believers at Calvary Houston
worship and sing in unison to the Lord.

our first Sunday there.” In time, they purchased the entire strip mall, fulfilling the promise Ron felt God made
when they moved in:
Enlarge the place of your tent … for you shall expand to
the right and to the left. Isaiah 54:2a, 3a
“When we visited from California, there were only 25
people,” explained assistant pastor Dan Loaiza, “but
my wife and I agreed something special was happening.
We moved to Texas within a few months. Our church’s
growth has been incremental, not exponential—deep and
not just wide. In 2001, one family’s house flooded during
Tropical Storm Allison. The next day, a group of people
was there ripping up carpets and cutting drywall. They
hadn’t asked; it was an automatic response. Two days later, the same storm returned; the house flooded again. We
returned too. The way our church pulls together speaks
volumes about what’s happening in individual hearts.” He
added, “Calvary Houston includes people of all backgrounds, nationalities, and races—all hungering for God’s
Word. God has done a work in creating this unity.”
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Keep Moving Forward
Calvary Houston’s School of Ministry (SOM) started with
Ron hand-selecting a group of young people for weekly 6
a.m. discipleship. Five years later, Dan directs the two-year
school combining hermeneutics with hands-on experience. Each student, many from other states and countries,
is apprenticed to a staff member. Dan explained, “From
the beginning, Ron has instilled in me the importance of
discipling disciplers. When God brought revival among
our young people, we knew we needed to not just encourage their excitement but to give them a track to run on.
The majority of our graduates are on staff here or in other
churches. It’s a privilege to watch God directing them—I
feel I’m living out this verse:”
And the things that you have heard from me among
many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will
be able to teach others also. 2 Timothy 2:2
Tanner Smith, Calvary Houston’s worship leader and one
of SOM’s first graduates, teaches SOM’s worship classes.
“Students expect a mountaintop experience, but most say

they hit their lowest point during their time here,” he related. “You realize partway through how inept you are, and
it breaks you down. You discover it’s less about homework
and more about loving God with all you are and loving
the one next to you. Though challenging, it’s truly rewarding.” This semester, their final exam was to host a worship
night for church members at Tanner’s home. It was more
challenging than he envisioned. Tanner’s housemate had
recently become an atheist and had atheist and Mormon
guests visiting. As worship started, Tanner felt an intense
spiritual darkness in the room. “I started thinking, ‘What
have I done?’ But God told me to speak about His light
shining in the darkness.” As students worshipped the Lord
together, they felt His presence drive out the darkness.
Tanner felt it was an important moment for them.
“SOM ties in to Calvary Houston’s overall mission-minded
vision,” declared Ron. By encouraging believers in their
individual callings, the church maintains a wide net of
ministries and outreaches throughout their city and the
world. Most recently, they extended their efforts into
Cuba. Ron’s wife Yani was raised in Isabela de Sagua, Cuba,
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by her grandparents, who practiced santeria—a Caribbean religion with practices she now identifies as demonic.
Yani did not participate, but neither did she know God. At
age 16 she boarded a small, crowded boat bound for Florida. In the Mexican Gulf, the boat overturned. “It was very
dark, and the waves were higher than buildings,” Yani recollected, “but in the middle of the ocean, the sweet Lord
had placed a rock. All 20 of us clung to it for a day and a
half until the Coast Guard found us and brought us to Key
West.” Yani settled in the U.S., occasionally visiting Cuba.
To her surprise, her grandfather asked her to bring him a
Bible. He accepted Christ, and a few years later his prayers
for Yani’s salvation were answered. The church she attended, however, was not based on God’s Word; she sensed

to put resources where the fruit is,” Ron said. “That’s wise
stewardship. Another Iron Curtain is coming down in
Cuba; like 1990s-era Russia, people are hungry for hope.”
Ten people accepted Christ in Calvary Houston’s brief exploratory trip last year. A 30-person, multi-city missions
trip is scheduled this September.
Trusting God in Trials
“One reason I’ve stayed at Calvary Houston is that Ron
and the other pastors’ actions back up their words,” stated Debi, referencing a period a few years ago when the
church body faced many serious trials, corporately and
personally. “Ron has been through the trenches, but during that time our church never faltered; the teaching

“Remembering how she’d served all the other gods ...
she looked up at me, saying, ‘I want to serve your God.’”
Yani Hindt

something missing. After a few months, she prayed, “‘Lord,
I need more of You! Please find me a church.’ That week,
a friend invited me to Calvary Houston. Even though the
teaching was not in my first language, I felt the Spirit say,
‘This is the right place. You will grow.’”
“Go back home to your own people, and report to them
how much the Lord has done for you and how He has
had mercy on you.” Mark 5:19b, HCSB
“The Lord put this verse strongly in my heart since my
salvation,” Yani testified. She faithfully sent collections of
clothing and Bibles to Cuba. In a visit three years ago,
Yani taught her 80-year-old grandmother the Ten Commandments through Christ’s Sermon on the Mount.
“One morning I found her on her knees,” said Yani. “She
hadn’t slept at all, remembering how she’d served all the
other gods before our God. She looked up at me, saying, ‘I want to serve your God.’” By Yani’s next visit, a
Bible study her grandmother started had a pastor and
had outgrown her apartment. Yani and a friend returned
and purchased a building for it. Though Ron barely
knew Yani, he remembered a conversation with her
while in Cuba for a pastors’ conference and visited the
little church. The next time he saw Yani, he mentioned
their previous talk, and in the ensuing conversation the
recently widowed pastor was attracted to Yani’s missionary heart. The newlyweds are now exploring how best to
come alongside the 20-plus Cuban Calvary Chapel pastors ministering under the radar. “In missions, we need
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changed. We learned how to treat trials as a divine entrustment.” This prepared Debi for a health-related trial
she experienced. “I felt God saying, ‘I want to use this for
My glory and your family’s good. You can be like Caleb
or like the spies who complained.’ I said, ‘Lord, I want
to be like Caleb all day long.’” Though Debi dreamed of
marrying for many years, she now sees her singleness
as God’s tool. She encourages unmarried, divorced, and
widowed women through a Bible study on how God used
the single women of the Bible. She continued, “A mature
single woman should be a pillar of purity in the church.
You have to decide what you’ll do with the singleness God
has entrusted you with.”
In 2012, Laurie and Chris DeClaire’s son Patrick, now
12, was diagnosed with neuroblastoma, a cancer of the
nerves. “The first thing we did was call the church,”
Chris declared. “Their response was all hands on deck,
planning prayer services and blood drives.” Though devastated, the couple knew God’s hand was on Patrick’s life.
He and his twin Trent’s birth mother had been planning
to abort when she unexpectedly gave birth. Years later
she asked the DeClaires to adopt the boys. Months before his diagnosis, Patrick began dreaming about Jesus.
He recalled a dream where Jesus stood in the light and
asked Patrick to enter it. When he did, Jesus hugged him
and said, “Everything will be all right.” Right after being
diagnosed, Patrick committed his life to Christ. His faith
was evident through the cheerful attitude he kept during
excruciatingly painful experimental treatments. During

chemotherapy, hospital staff called him “Mayor of the
9th Ward” because he regularly prayed for and encouraged the other children.
Throughout this time, church leadership surrounded the
family, praying consistently and anointing Patrick with oil.
They saw miraculous answers to prayer, said mom Laurie:
“One of the tumors in his spine was so entangled the doctors said they couldn’t operate; in time he’d be paralyzed.
Of course we hit our knees in prayer. Next scan, the tumor
was gone. Later, he was injected with so much radiation
that nurses would only enter the room for emergencies.
They told us he’d be in immense pain, worse than the
other treatments. We hit our knees again—he felt no pain
the entire month of treatment. After all the treatments,
a cancerous area remained in his skull. The doctor said,
‘We may be dealing with a second cancer.’ We prayed and

Above: Children listen as Lisa Vassilico reads a Bible story
about Jesus’ disciple, Peter.
Right: Children follow along in their Bibles during
age-appropriate Sunday school lessons.
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fasted. In August 2014, Patrick was cancer-free. Some call
it remission; we call it healing. The cross, not cancer, will
define Patrick’s life.”
Meanwhile, Patrick’s brother Trent was struggling. He
began to say he did not believe in God. The Hindts and
DeClaires had grown close during this time, and Ron began praying hard for Trent as he had for Patrick. This May,
Ron spontaneously shared his concern at the small but
growing Sunday evening prayer service Calvary Houston
launched a year ago. Around that same time, Laurie was
working on a school project with Trent when he suddenly
looked up and said he was ready to ask Jesus into his heart.
Tanner recalled, “The next week, the DeClaires came to
the altar call. The whole church saw the fruit of prayer.
We’ve been through seasons of sorrow, but God has sanctified and strengthened us. No matter what season we’re
in, we’ll faithfully sing His praises.”
Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal
glory in Christ Jesus, will personally restore, establish,
strengthen, and support you after you have suffered a
little. 1 Peter 5:10, HCSB
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Above: Barbara Velasco comforts nursing home resident
Phyllis with a hug.
Below: Debi Matthews leads nursing home residents in
worship at the weekly Bible study.

