God’s Love

Abounds

Above: Pastor Kit Carson, right, baptizes Nathan, a
fifth grader from a school begun by Calvary Chapel
missionaries. Kit first traveled to Cambodia on a CC
Fallbrook, CA, team and later married Ream, whose
father began Christian outreaches in the province.
The baptism, aided by Yong, was the dedication of
the new pool at the adjoining orphanage.
Right: First graders welcome their teacher in the
morning with a traditional greeting of respect.

at a Calvary Chapel Orphanage
and School in Cambodia
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Nine-year-old SreyLy begged her mother not to sell her
back to the brothel. “Please mama, sell me to a nice place,”
she pleaded, crying. Ever since her father died, her mother
had sold her to countless places near their village in southwestern Cambodia. At first her mother sent her to serve
a family and ordered her to steal, but SreyLy refused and
was beaten, locked up and starved for three days. Though
she was still very little, her mother sold her to a brothel.
The older girls there felt sorry for her, hid her, and helped
her escape. She was sold to family after family, but she
would run away or be sent back after a short time. Now
that SreyLy was nine, she would surely be forced to prostitution if she returned to the brothel. A woman who lived
near the market offered to buy her in the nick of time.
But after three years, the woman’s affection waned. She
dropped SreyLy off at A Greater Hope Orphanage, started
by Calvary Chapel missionaries Kit and Ream Carson in
Takeo Province.
Arriving at the orphanage at age 12, SreyLy held little hope
of finding a family or trusting anyone. At first she resisted
the rules and resented being in a class with younger children at the mission school. Ream Carson, herself a local
Cambodian, recognized that SreyLy was wounded from
her painful past. “SreyLy,” she said gently, “the love of
people may not last; people may not be trustworthy. But
the love Jesus has for us is always the same. We can trust
Him.” As time went on, Kit and Ream treated her like their
daughter; the children called them mother and father.
Hugs were plentiful. Ream praised her artistic abilities
and suggested that one day she could be the art teacher for
the school. Eventually SreyLy’s heart softened toward the
Lord, and she accepted Jesus as her personal Savior.
Now 16 and in 10th grade, SreyLy teaches Sunday School
and sings on the worship team. “God gave me a family,”
she said. “I want to tell all people that the love from Jesus
is the true love. God never lied—He helped me believe His
love is true. He is my wonderful parent.”
Kit and Ream, missionaries from CC Fallbrook, CA,
moved to Cambodia in 2006 to establish A Greater
Hope Orphanage. The ministry now houses 20 boys and
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Above: Cows are transported through the village via
motorbikes. Called “motos,” the bikes are a major
type of transportation in Cambodia.
Left: Ream Carson, left, joins the students in their
morning worship. She married Kit Carson after
he had visited the ministry years before. Some
children bicycle to school daily, including special
needs student Say Pagna (front center). She has
never missed a day of school.
Below: A woman transplants rice. The rice fields do
not yield enough to support most families.

20 girls in Takeo Province. After creating the orphanage, the Carsons started a Christian school as well. The
school now has 450 students enrolled from preschool
through 10th grade. Ream noted, “In the community,
people know our ministries as Jesus Lord’s School and
Jesus Lord’s Orphanage. And we don’t have to advertise because parents tell other parents, ‘If you want your
kids to learn and be good kids, just send them to Jesus
Lord’s School.’”
Ream grew up in Cambodia and met Kit while he was
there on a mission trip. They later married and began the
ministry in Ream’s hometown. Many years ago, Ream’s
father, Khan, became the first believer in their province
and then opened the first Christian church. Khan still
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pastors the church and partners with the Carsons’ ministries. Ream noted, “Most of the Cambodian people are
Buddhist. They worship idols and ancestors. But the good
part is that they are always looking for a God who has
power, who can help them, heal them, and give them hope.
God has used Kit and me and all the children here to show
them who the real God is.”
Who is so great a God as our God? You are the God who
does wonders; You have declared Your strength among
the peoples. Psalm 77:13b, 14
A Greater Hope Orphanage
Kit fell in love with Cambodia on his first visit there in
2000. “I didn’t want to leave—they practically had to drag

me on to the plane home,” he laughed. “I also met Ream,
who would become my wife, on that trip.
“The orphanage grew slowly and over time,” said Kit. “We
would accept a couple children and make sure they adjusted, and as they did, we would accept a few more. We
keep the home as much like a normal house as possible,
and our kids do many of the same things a family would
do. There are a number of us, so there is always someone
to play with. The kids play outside a lot, but we like to get
off the property when we can too, whether it’s to go fishing or to the zoo,” said Kit. The facility is located on a farm,
so the children also have many chores, taking care of the
grounds and animals. From cleaning to teaching Sunday
school, the children also serve in the local church and are
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Right: Second grade boys head to morning worship after their flag-raising
ceremony. Despite some of their troubled backgrounds, the students’ joy of
attending the school has led many locals to the church to learn about Jesus.
Below: Kit mentors the young men daily at the orphanage. Tong, Long, and Yong,
pictured below, consider Kit and Ream their parents, calling them Mom and Dad.

encouraged to get involved in the community. “I’m proud
of the children. We don’t have to tell them to do these
things; it’s been of their own choosing,” Kit shared. “And
almost every child here has come to know Christ.”
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21
“When God says He can do immeasurably more than we
can ever ask or imagine, He means it,” declared Pastor
Barry Mahler of CC Fallbrook. The Fallbrook church supports the Carson’s ministry through prayer, short-term
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trips, and finances. He added, “The school is growing so
quickly that we can’t keep up with it. God is tremendous,
and there are no boundaries on what He can do.”
A Heart for Wisdom School
The private Christian school is rated as the best academic
institution in the rural province, and Kit frequently has
principals from public schools ask him for advice. And
with tuition half the price of other schools, parents are eager to enroll their children. Most families are poor and are
subtenant farmers. Many come from Muslim or Buddhist
backgrounds. One mother told Ream that her daughter
came home from school and asked her to pray to Jesus.
“The parents see how God is working in their children’s
lives and start coming to church,” said Ream.

Every school day, before the academics begin, the teachers gather early in the morning for Bible devotions, where
they take turns reading Scriptures and sharing what God
is teaching them personally. “We pray for the students’
families, and we ask God for protection and wisdom to
teach the children,” Ream said. “At 7:30 we sing the national song at the flag pole and have one child pray for
the day. After that, the kids say their memory verse. Then
we go to church to worship and study.” Finally, the students head off to their classes. “I have been serving the
Lord here for eight years now. For those years, I have cried
a lot—tears of joy and tears of hurt—but it’s all worth it,”
Ream confided. “I was talking to the junior high kids;
one girl said that when she feels sad or lonely, she prays
to Jesus. Another time, a kindergartner said that before

“I have cried a lot—
tears of joy and
tears of hurt—but
it’s all worth it.”
Ream Carson
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coming to the school, she was naughty and would curse
a lot. The other kids in her neighborhood didn’t like her
because of it. But I have seen her change.”
On a recent trip to Takeo, Pastor Barry served with the
Carsons. “I had the opportunity to participate with Pastor
Khan and Pastor Kit in the baptism of over 90 students
from this school in a brand new pool. The desire is to
have a vibrant, self-sustaining church with Khmer pastors.
These children are going to be the leaders of the church
here in Cambodia,” Barry shared.
“Our first job as the sending church for the Carsons is lifting them up in prayer,” said Barry. “They are taking the
Good News into a dark place, and we know that there
is a spiritual battle taking place. It’s our responsibility to
gird them with our prayers. The physical side of being a

their village for 20 years. “It’s wonderful to get to answer
their questions,” he added.
We know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that
there is no other God but one. For even if there are socalled gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are
many gods and many lords), yet for us there is one God,
the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and
one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and
through whom we live. 1 Corinthians 8:4b-6

Left: Pastor Barry Mahler, CC Fallbrook, and Tate
pray together before Tate gives his testimony.
Below: Barry consoles Tate as he breaks down during
his testimony. He tells of a difficult life and how he
experienced God’s grace. Tate hopes to attend CC
Bible College and eventually become a pastor in
Cambodia to lead other youth to Jesus.

Precious Life
SreyWut, a teenager living at the orphanage, shared her
story: “My father left my mother before I was born, and
because most of my family had passed away, it was just
my mother and me. She didn’t know how to support us,
so we went from one village to the next, begging for food.

“These children are going to be the leaders
of the church here in Cambodia.” Barry Mahler
sending church is to support them financially. It’s been
our joy to sponsor the orphanage and the family so that
they’re able to do the work.”
At the mission school, many of the children come from
non-Christian homes or even homes steeped in cultic
practices. One woman, a witch doctor, visited the school
because her niece is a student. Ream recalled, “She had
never come on to the property before, but this time she
came in to listen. After a while she couldn’t sit still any
longer and had to leave. Later on, she told our staff that
this is a very powerful place, that God is protecting it, and
she could not stay inside because of our God’s power.”
Teachers Find Answers
Teachers from the school gathered with the Carsons and
Barry for a question and answer session. Most of the
teachers are brand new believers and have not yet learned
the Bible. One teacher asked, “How can Jesus have the authority to let us into heaven?” At first Barry responded
with Scriptures about Jesus’ authority and ownership of
heaven. But he later realized a greater depth to her question. “She was coming from a background of Buddhism
and Hinduism, which believe in many gods. She wanted
to know where Jesus’ place is among those many gods.”
Barry noted that Christianity has only been present in
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Then when it got dark outside, we just slept wherever we
could.” When SreyWut was five, her mother began drinking alcohol excessively and leaving SreyWut to fend for
herself. Two years later, believers from SreyWut’s village
built her and her mother a house (a simple box built from
palm tree leaves) and sent her to school. “Some days I
came home from school and didn’t have any food because
my mother was out drinking somewhere, so I went back
to school the next day hungry. Sometimes I didn’t go to
school but would collect branches for firewood and cow
patties to sell to make money to buy food,” she continued.
A woman in SreyWut’s village told her about Jesus and
brought her to the orphanage. At first, SreyWut didn’t
obey the rules at the orphanage. They’re not my real parents, so I don’t need to love them or listen to them, she
reasoned. But even when she misbehaved, Kit and Ream
showed her love, sometimes by disciplining her and other
times by encouraging her. “They’re not even my real parents and they care about me this much? What about God
the Father? He must love me even more. I understand that
it doesn’t matter what I’ve done, God forgave me and loves
me,” she said. “Before I came to the orphanage, I thought
my life had no meaning. I looked at other children and
saw that they had food, family, and grandparents, and I
was jealous,” SreyWut recalled. “But through church and
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Top left: Pastor Khan, right, Ream’s father, greets the
children after church. After giving his life to Christ,
Khan began planting churches throughout Takeo
Province. Before his conversion, he was known as
an angry and violent man throughout the area.
Bottom left: Two group leaders from Pastor Khan’s
church study the Scriptures together.
Below: Barry lays hands on Kit and his wife, Ream, as
he prays for their ministry.

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His
mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:29

CC Fallbrook, CA

Bible study, God is changing my heart—God is good and
has a plan for my life.”
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I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul
knows very well. Psalm 139:14

there were eight of us children, and it was very difficult
with all the needs. My mother and father fought all the
time. We didn’t have anything to depend on. One day my
parents separated, and even though I was young, I was
very worried,” Tate recalled. His father passed away shortly after, and he was sent to the orphanage.

A Thankful Heart
As an infant, Tate was underweight and sick. His mother
took him to the doctor and tried everything she could
think of, but no medicine made him well. Neighbors and
friends told her to give up and let him die. Feeling hopeless, she gave Tate to his grandmother. His grandmother
fed him porridge every day and cared for him until, finally,
he was well. “Later on I went back home. In my family

“Living in the orphanage I got to know God and believed
in Him. God has changed my heart, and my mother became a Christian and believes in Jesus just like me. God
is teaching me how to help others, and He is helping me
teach Sunday school and lead worship in the church. I
never thought when I was young that my life would be
like this. I thank the Lord for everything He is doing in my
life, and I will do anything to give Him glory.”

calvarychapelfallbrook.com
ccf.barry@gmail.com
760-728-9138

“Before I came to
the orphanage,
I thought that my life
had no meaning.”
SreyWut
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