Knowledge Shall Increase
Social Media and the Internet Create Opportunities for Ministry
Story by Jessica Russell

With technology advancing, Calvary
Chapels are taking advantage of creative
methods and resources for sharing the
Gospel and equipping the Saints: Online
missions, blogs, social media, live-feed
conferences, and online schools.
Finding Jesus
“Our marriage was on the verge of divorce,” remembered
Liz Lee of Houston, TX. Liz was used to the spontaneous,
partying man she met in medical school. But shortly after they married and had their first child, things changed.
“At that point, he wanted to stay at home and be with our
daughter all the time. And I still wanted the lifestyle that
I had before. I still wanted to go out, and I felt like he was
boring,” she explained.
Liz began looking for happiness. “I would drink; I picked
up golf; I traveled. I just did whatever would bring me
that high,” said Liz. But, she continued, “I felt such darkness, such discontentment with where I was in life, even
though if you looked on the outside, I had a husband who
loved me, a daughter who was healthy, and a great job as
a physician.” No matter what Liz tried, she couldn’t find
lasting happiness and finally told her husband how she
felt: “I have one life to live, and that means I have to be
happy with the person that I’m with. You are not meeting
my needs, and I am going to look elsewhere.”
Unsure how to proceed, Liz went online and searched
“how to find happiness.” A web page about Christianity,
produced by Global Media Outreach (GMO), caught her
attention. She read through the site and learned about
Jesus and the joy that He brings. She also learned that her
life would be changed through a relationship with God.
“So I said the prayer that I was a sinner, that Jesus was my
Savior, and that I was lost,” she continued. “I felt this overwhelming sense of peace that I’d never felt before. I felt
contentment and a love and desire for God.”
When Liz first accepted Christ as Lord and Savior, she
connected with an online missionary from GMO. The
seasoned believer offered Liz encouragement and discipleship through email correspondence. She and her family then got involved in a local church.
Left: Jenise Clark (green sweater) connects with
Bridgefest goers. Jenise’s husband, Pastor Tony Clark,
right, was a speaker at the event and is a popular teacher
on The Bridge Christian Radio. Photo by Geraldine Wilkins
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They also offer free theological courses and smartphone
apps. “Some people enjoy reading a hard copy of the Bible,”
Andy acknowledged. “But at the same time, BLB offers the
convenience of being anywhere in the world and having
God’s Word and study tools in the palm of your hand.”
On the Field
After six months on the mission field in Iraq, Pastor Dave
Gonzales and his wife, Jenny, returned to the U.S. for
health reasons, but their desire to give Iraqis the Gospel
never relented. Now they serve the congregation at
CC Cerritos, CA, and through Facebook and Skype, they
mentor Christians and Muslims around the world. Once a
week, Dave disciples a young man he met in Iraq by talking to him over Skype, a free video-chat application. “We
are currently going through the Book of Ephesians together,” said Dave. “This man is overseeing a youth group
in his home. He’s reaching the next generation in Iraq—
kids who are open to learning God’s Word.”

Delanie Testerman, Simone Thompson, and Jodi Bjornberg use smartphones to surf the Internet and check messages at

“Since I accepted Christ into my life, He’s changed the way
I think. My job has become more like a ministry. I’m a
surgeon who takes care of patients with breast cancer,” Liz
said. Now, in addition to tending to medical concerns,
Liz checks in on patients’ spiritual condition too. “I often
share the Lord and pray with them,” Liz reflected. “God’s
Spirit has really changed the way I see our marriage. We
love and serve one another. Our desire is to have Christ at
the center of our marriage. He has redeemed and saved us.”
He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:13-14
Reaching the World without Leaving Home
For years, Aggie Hertel wanted to be a missionary, but as
a single mother, she never expected she would have the
opportunity. Then one day in 2009, while at CC Costa
Mesa, CA, she heard of an opportunity to be an online
missionary with GMO and immediately signed up. The
organization has various websites that appear when a person searches for keywords
such as divorce, death, or happiness. When
a person clicks on one of GMO’s sites,
they have an opportunity to request contact with an online missionary. People all
GMO
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across the world are connecting with believers like Aggie
through GMO.
Aggie checks her email every morning and typically has a
full inbox of people seeking answers. “I start out answering basic questions. Then as the relationship develops, I
am able to pray for and help them with more serious issues,” she explained. Some people have just accepted Jesus
as Lord and Savior when they get connected with a missionary. “They need to be discipled, so the goal is to get
them plugged in to a local church,” Aggie added.
“It’s a great opportunity for anyone with an evangelistic
heart to share God’s Word. In a world so technologically
focused, we can use that technology to reach people with
Jesus’ love,” noted Aggie. From the U.S., to Bangladesh, to
India, to the U.K., Aggie has directed many people to Jesus
through her online role. “People are hungry and desperate
for truth. Some people tell me they have no one to talk to
or are about to commit suicide,” she shared. “There are no
limits to the people I can minister to online.”
Inspiring Confidence
In the small, secluded fishing community of Sitka, Alaska,
Pastor Dug Jensen of CC Sitka and his wife, Susan, depend on technology to stay connected. More than five
years ago, the Jensens discovered Blue Letter Bible (BLB),

a retreat in Murrieta, CA. Photo by Tom Price

a website containing free Bible resources
from ministries all across the country. Now
they feel more connected and often direct
their congregation to the site. “Equipping
the saints is my job,” declared Dug. But, BLB
knowing that he can’t be with the congregation every day, he encourages them to do research on
their own. He added, “The technology of BLB gives them
a way to get their questions answered. They can look
up what a certain word means or see what commentators, who have studied the subject in depth, have to say. It
gives them confidence in the Word.” The pastor encourages church attendees to use BLB to research for themselves what he’s teaching each week.
These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readiness, and
searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so. Acts 17:11
“Technology has revolutionized the ability to quickly get
God’s Word into millions of hands worldwide,” said Andy
Guastaferro, Operations Manager for BLB’s parent company Sowing Circle. “We have millions of unique users each
year from nearly every country in the world.” The ministry provides free text and audio commentaries, various
translations of the Bible, word searches, and dictionaries.

When the Gonzales’ were in the Middle East, a lady named
Noha helped them get situated and translated for them.
She later moved to Wisconsin to attend a university and
befriended another foreign student. “Shalini is from India
and was going through a lot of turmoil. So Noha recommended that she contact me,” remembered Dave. Shalini
sent the pastor a Facebook message, asking for counsel.
Then over the phone, Shalini shared some of her trials
with Dave. “As we continue to talk, I will begin to prayerfully give her the answer to her problems, which is Christ,”
he explained.
The pastor also uses Facebook to keep his congregation and “Facebook friends” updated. “On our church
Facebook page, I post updates about my medical problems and our new church facility,” Dave shared. “It’s encouraging for people to know what’s going on. A pastor
in Japan, who had visited CC Cerritos years before I was
here, sent me a message letting me know how excited he
is that we’re moving into our own building after meeting
in a school for years.” Dave also reminds friends about
Operation Iraqi Mercy, which provides supplies for refugees. “We collect donations from all over the country, primarily through Facebook,” he shared.
The “Do’s” and “Don’ts”
“You have to be careful about what you post, especially
pastors,” Dave cautioned. “There can be a temptation to
rant about politics or the news, but it’s wise not to.” He
also advised against belittling others or writing too much
text in one post. “It’s best to say things quickly and clearly.”
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press to inventing pews to sit in at church. Technology is
there for the taking—it can be used to help the Gospel
infiltrate every aspect of culture.”
Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31b
For those who cannot attend one of Calvary Chapel’s conferences in Southern California, they now have the option
to participate online. They simply go to calvarychapel.com
and view the event’s live feed. “For the senior pastor’s conference, we had 1,500 guys onsite but had a total of 40,000
people watch the conference,” reported Josh.
“Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that
my house may be filled.’” Luke 14:23

Oftentimes, Dave will post short devotionals, usually
based off his Sunday sermon. “I will write a Scripture with
a small comment about it. I’ll mention things about our
own weaknesses, failures, or struggles with related verses.
This is meant to encourage a Christian and cause them to
get personal in their walk with Christ,” Dave said.
The Message Proclaimed Worldwide
Josee Harris-van Der sat in her living room with her family,
watching Harvest America 2014. The large-scale evangelistic event was held in Dallas, TX, but was live-streamed
around the world, making it possible for Josee to watch
from her California home. “I have listened to Pastor Greg
Laurie on the radio almost every morning for the last two
years,” said Josee. Greg Laurie, the senior pastor of Harvest
Christian Fellowship in Riverside, CA, has been preaching the Gospel through crusades since 1990. “I have been
praying for quite some time on guidance for leading my
teen girls to a relationship with Christ,” Josee shared. “After much prayer, my family watched Pastor Greg speak
[during Harvest America], and we were moved by the
Holy Spirit.” Both of Josee’s daughters chose to follow
Christ after watching the event.
“Greg has always had a passion for using technology to
proclaim the Gospel,” stated Scot Camden, ministry coordinator for Harvest Ministries. “At Harvest America this
year, we had 20,000 people in attendance at the arena in
Dallas, but multiple times that number accessing the live
feed online.” People can tune in to the event via computer,
smartphone, tablet, or smart TV. “More people heard the
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Gospel through the Internet than live attendance,” he continued. Viewers who respond to the Gospel message and
give their lives to Jesus can send their contact information
to the Harvest team, who then assist the new believers in
getting connected to a church in their city.
“We made this event personal by having a neighborhood
BBQ, live music, and showing the crusade on a projector,”
said Angelina, who held a viewing of Harvest America in
her community. Their neighborhood party was complete
with a photo booth, glow sticks, and cowboy costumes,
but the best part for Angelina was the spiritual impact
on her community. “It defined true fellowship,” she stated. “I realized that fellowship is not merely hanging out
with other Christians at church, but coming together and
working together for a common goal of stepping out in
faith in obedience to God. I hosted this event to reach the
lost, and in that, found a deeper faith myself.”
Harnessing Technology
In April 2014, calvarychapel.com re-launched their webpage to make it an information hub for Calvary Chapels
and to provide contemporary resources for spiritual
growth. Josh Turansky, calvarychapel.com’s social media
manager, shared: “Before Costa Mesa, I was
doing ministry in Hawaii. It was harder
to stay current on what was going on in
Calvary Chapel. Now it’s possible for people
to be more connected. The Church has always had a history of harnessing technolo- Calvary
gy—from publishing Bibles on Gutenberg’s Chapel

Calvary Online School
High school sophomore, Blaine Ducote, was on the verge
of being sent to military school. Between partying, drinking, and doing drugs, his life was spiraling out of control.
But as one last option before shipping him away, Blaine’s
parents enrolled him in Calvary Online School (COS),
a private, Christian, accredited school attended entirely
online or in conjunction with another established school.
Blaine was reluctant at first, hating the idea of Christianity
because he felt it was a judgmental religion. “Yet even so,
something about the school’s care tugged on my heart,”

remembered Blaine. While he struggled in other areas,
Blaine diligently kept up with his schoolwork.
“He told his teachers and classmates that he was not a
believer and stoutly defended his rebellious views. They
loved him anyway,” recalled Blaine’s mother Rachel. “I
had the opportunity to speak to his teacher and found
she was praying for him daily and had intercessors
praying and fasting for him as well.” By his second semester at COS, Blaine surrendered his life to Christ. “I
discovered that nearly the whole school was praying for
me,” Blaine said, amazed. Rachel added: “I believe it was
through those prayers, as well as the Holy Spirit, that
he finally had a true conversion and immediate change.
Even his dark countenance, clothing, and music are
gone.” Now in his second year at COS, Blaine has decided to go to Bible college and then into ministry after he
graduates high school.
Before starting COS, the school’s founder and director,
Jared Beck, worked for California public schools. “Calvary
Online School came out of seeing a need for missionary
families who were coming off the field due to educational restraints,” explained Jared. “Even just one generation
ago, missionaries had to send their children to boarding
school to provide them a with proper education. Now
we’re able to use technology to serve the student no matter
where they are in the world.” Jared continued, “But it’s also
grown into so much more. We have homeschool families

Above: Josh Turansky of calvarychapel.com, left, interviews Pastors Greg Laurie of Harvest Ministries and Levi
Lusko of Fresh Life Church at the 2014 Calvary Chapel Senior Pastors Conference. Photo by John Jackson
Left: During a concert at Bridgefest 2014, a fan records the show on his smartphone. Photo by Geraldine Wilkins
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and entire Christian high schools taking classes with us.
We also serve students who travel or have health issues
and are not able to go to a traditional school.”
Each student is assigned a teacher who stays with him or
her until graduation. This way, the teacher and student
have ample opportunities to meet one-on-one through
virtual classrooms. The educator helps them with coursework, life skills, and even prays with them.
Calvary Chapel University
“Our heart is to serve everybody we can,” expressed Deven
Berryhill of CC University, an online school for higher education. “The flexibility of online learning makes it possible to reach out to people all around the world at their
convenience. We currently have students as far as Uganda,
South Korea, and all across the U.S.”
The university originally started to help Christian schoolteachers and administrators gain their yearly certification
needed to teach at Calvary Chapel schools. Now they offer
bachelor’s and master’s degrees as well. “It’s convenient for
people who have to work while going to school. And we
accept credits from CC Bible College,” said Deven. “With
advances in technology, education is changing. With
online learning, we’re able to pool instructors from all
around the world. We’re able to draw experts in their field
to teach our classes.”
For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you
are God’s building. According to the grace of God which
was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the
foundation. 1 Corinthians 3:9-10b
Calvary Chapel Bible College, Murrieta
“Social media is the new word-of-mouth,” declared Andy
Deane, director of CC Bible College (CCBC) in Murrieta,
CA. “When students hear a teaching or are excited about
something, they might tweet about it or do a Facebook
check-in. It’s the new way they are spreading news.”
After earning a marketing degree and then serving as
a youth pastor, Andy became the director of CCBC in
2013. He often looks for new, creative ways to reach
young adults with the Gospel. Last semester, the college
held a free class and used Facebook ads to make community members aware of it. “We targeted people within
15 miles of Murrieta who ‘liked’ keywords such as Jesus,
Bible, or Calvary Chapel,” he explained. Several people
attended the class because of the ad.
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Andy Deane, director of CCBC Murrieta, uses notes
from his iPad to teach. Photo by Tom Price

The college is also active on Instagram, Twitter, and
Vimeo. Every semester, students are encouraged to use a
designated hashtag when posting to their favorite sites. “It
helps them foster community,” Andy added. Students on
campus also maintain a blog. “It’s a student-run blog called
Biblecollege.me,” shared Andy. “They write
about their experiences throughout the semester. We have already had a student confirm that he decided to attend Bible college
after reading the blog and seeing that our
CCBC
students are normal people like himself.”
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