A Need for Wise & Trusted Counselors

Above: Gerry Brown, right, talks with Terry, a Vietnam
veteran and long-time friend of the Browns.
Left: After attending Friday evening U-Turn for Christ
services and learning how to minister to men who
struggle with drug and alcohol addictions, Mike, left,
receives encouragement before sharing his testimony
with the U-Turn group. Mike suffers from throat
cancer but uses that to encourage others. Twelve men
gave their lives to Jesus after hearing Mike’s story.
Below: The Browns pray with friends from CC Romoland,
CA, during an event.
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M EN TOR I NG /
DIS CI PL I NG

When Gerry Brown, pastor of CC Romoland, CA, and
director of U-Turn for Christ, mentors young men, he
frequently stresses the importance of being prepared to
share God’s Word at all times. “I went on a mission trip
to the Philippines. One young man I had been mentoring
came on the trip,” began Gerry. “We had been helping an
area that had been devastated by a mudslide, which covered a whole village, killing all but 17 people.” The young
mentee had only known Jesus as Lord and Savior for 1½
years but had already been on three mission trips with
Gerry. As the young man had seen Gerry approach others before, he confidently approached the governor of the
island of Cebu and presented the Gospel to her. Surprised,
another man on the trip told him, “I wish I would be that
bold!” The young man simply responded, “What else was
I to tell her?”
I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, and
will not be ashamed. Psalm 119:46
Illuminating the Way
On a trip to Kentucky, Gerry visited Mammoth Cave
National Park. A tour guide led him through the dimly-lit
caverns. When they were deep inside the caves, the guide
turned off the lights and Gerry was surrounded by darkness. In the moment, Gerry thought, If I had to find my
way out of here in the dark, I would trip and fall and would
be all banged up from stumbling my way out. But if someone would walk beside me with even just a candle, I could
make it out just fine.
“Mentoring is important because it provides an opportunity for more mature Christians to walk alongside those
who are younger in the Lord, illuminating the way to help
them avoid the pitfalls that we had to learn about the
hard way,” Gerry explained. “One of the best ways that
we [pastors] can mentor those whom God has allowed to
come under our guidance is to take them with us. Hang
out with them so they can see how you spend time with
God in devotion, how you treat your wife and children.
Let them go to the hospital with you when those phone
calls come from a family in need of God’s healing touch.
Let them help you at a wedding and encourage them to
ask questions.”
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commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach
others also.”
Bill and Danyal, along with another Christian couple, later established Agents for Christ, an evangelistic ministry
that produces tracts and teaches believers how to effectively evangelize. Then in 2010, Bill and Danyal moved to
Uganda to do children’s ministry. Doug and his wife Janet
recently returned from visiting them in Uganda. Reflecting on their time, Doug noted, “I’m still sort of on a high
over seeing what the Lord is doing there.” And seeing the
transformation in Bill since they first met, Doug said, “I’ve
never seen Bill speak of his salvation without him having
tears flowing.”

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16
As a mentor, Gerry recognizes that the process requires
time: “Most pastors I know are busy overseeing the
whole of the ministry and preparing for multiple messages that must be delivered during the week. Yet, we
have to understand that discipleship is a mandate by
God. Jesus said, ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations … teaching them to observe all things that
I have commanded you’ (Matthew 28:19-20a). We only
have 24 hours in a day, so we have to be good stewards
of our time.” And the mentees, Gerry explained, should
be truly seeking after the Lord and have a humble spirit.
Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your
elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and
be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but
gives grace to the humble.” Therefore humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in
due time. 1 Peter 5:5-6.
“We need to train up men to believe God and to trust that
His Word, by His power, is all that we need to change
us and to change those whom God allows into our care,”
Gerry advised.
CC Southeast, OR
About 15 years ago, when Pastor Doug Snow first met
Bill James at CC Southeast (CCSE), in Portland, OR, Bill
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didn’t fit the description of the person Doug would typically seek out to disciple. According to Doug, “Bill’s wife,
Danyal, had been dragging him to church, and they came
to me for marriage counseling.” Yet Bill sought out Doug
as a mentor.
At that time, Bill struggled with pride,
anger, illegal activities, and the idea of
religion. “Though his wife consistently
showed him grace, as did I and the fellowship at CCSE, I found him increasingly difficult to love, and I became very
Doug Snow
cynical about discipling him. At times I
wondered if it was a waste of my time,”
Doug confessed. “I had no idea that behind the scenes,
God had been doing a far deeper work in Bill’s life. Eventually, Bill broke down. He came to me, admitting his sin,
including his drug abuse.”
Bill enrolled in Teen Challenge, a yearlong rehabilitation
program for youth and adults. After the year was over,
he returned home. “He returned to his family and our
church as a broken and devoted man. He had become
the sort of person I seek out to disciple,” remembered
Doug. “Typically, my discipling has been with people
whom I approach because they seem to want to do whatever work they need to do. My aim is to give them what
has blessed me. I base my philosophy for discipling on
2 Timothy 2:1-2, which says, You therefore, my son, be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things
that you have heard from me among many witnesses,

without suffocating him.” And with Ralph being a science
teacher, Thom recognized that their backgrounds were
quite different but showed sincere interest in the things
that Ralph had to say. He let God’s Word and Spirit touch
Ralph’s heart. “It’s been a joy to see Ralph come to the
Lord, to see his faith grow, and to see him living out his
faith,” added Thom.
And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with
excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the
testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
1 Corinthians 2:1-2

CC West Valley, OR
In 2011, Jennifer Strope first attended CC West Valley
(CCWV). “At that time, I believed in a god, but I had
some unresolved intellectual problems,” she testified. “I
was attending another church in the area, but I was nursing our third child and needed a church that was closer to
home.” Jennifer began listening to Pastor Thom Carden’s
sermons online. It was the first time she had heard the
Bible taught verse by verse, which helped ease some of her
intellectual concerns.
Before long, Jennifer began attending CCWV and accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. She desperately
wanted her husband Ralph to share the joy she now had.
Though her husband didn’t come to church right away,
he noticed a change in their son, Gabriel, who suffers
from autism but had been improving since attending
church with Jennifer. Ralph began to open up to the existence of God.
Meanwhile, Jennifer took counsel from Thom on how to
share her faith with her husband. Jennifer told Ralph that
what she wanted for that year’s Valentine’s Day was for the
two of them to begin talking about faith. Ralph agreed and
said, “If I become a Christian, Thom will have a role in it.”
Ralph later explained that he had sensed the Holy Spirit in
Thom, which caused him to seek God.

Above: Pastor Thom Carden, center, prays with a family
at CC West Valley, OR. Photo by Michael Ashworth
Top left: In Uganda, Bill James shares the Gospel with
Mama Grace, the grandma and guardian of five kids
who attend Bill and his wife Danyal’s Bible club. She
was cleaning millet to make bread.
Photo courtesy of Agents for Christ

Below: Pastor Thom, left, encourages attendee Ralph
Strope after Sunday service. Photo by Michael Ashworth

Ralph and Jennifer began having faith-related discussions
that lasted for hours, and they talked with Thom as well.
Slowly, Ralph’s Bible questions were answered, and he
accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior. To help Ralph get to
that point, Thom served as a mentor—the type of person
Thom had wished he’d had earlier in life when he was
struggling with his faith. Thom explained, “I gave him
God’s Word as he needed it, and I answered his questions
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