Top right: Event emcee, Pastor Ken
Sutton, right, introduced Pastor
Pancho Juarez, of CC Montebello, at
the annual CC Men’s Conference.
Top far right: A teenager is encouraged
by a prayer counselor at the event.
Below: Hundreds of men respond to
an invitation to repent and dedicate
their lives to Christ. Men of all ages
were impacted during the day.

STAND

Conference Prepares Men for Spiritual Battle

Story by Jessica Russell
Photos by Tom Price

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand. Ephesians 6:12-13
“Gentlemen, we’re at war,” announced Jack Hibbs of CC
Chino Hills, CA, at the 2013 Calvary Chapel Men’s Conference last October. Jack urged the 6,000 men in attendance to stand for truth and to be engaged in the culture.
Spiritual Battles
A young Marine marched into a special room designated
for prayer at the conference. “My life is falling apart,” he
confessed to Doug Belanger, who served as a prayer counselor at the event. After a few moments contemplating
the messages from the morning, the serviceman had concluded that there was a reason he had been invited there
that day: “It has to be God calling me. I want to give my
heart to the Lord.” Doug recalled, “It was amazing to see
him humbled.”
Soon after, Doug spotted Steven, a man from the small
group he leads at CC Costa Mesa (CCCM), CA. “He had
somebody with him,” Doug remembered. “The man with
him looked familiar so I asked where he grew up. Lo and
behold, in high school I had wrestled against this man,
Steven’s father, 30 years ago.” Doug continued, “The son
was an instrument to bring his dad to the conference and
for his father to see his need for a Savior.” Steven’s dad began attending church after that day.
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
having put on the breastplate of righteousness. … And
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit. Ephesians 6:14, 17-18a
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“A pretty rough looking fellow came in,” remembered John
Chubik of CCCM, who was also a prayer counselor. “He
is a Christian and has a ministry working with street people. He and his wife were having a terrible problem with
their son, who had been arrested. He needed God’s touch
and wisdom dealing with this situation. He was seeking
God to intervene.” John had the privilege to pray with him
and others, as hundreds sought God in prayer throughout
the one-day conference.

sent photos of their men’s groups,” said Ken Sutton, who is
the men’s ministry pastor at CCCM and the event emcee.
“Then we would show them on the big screen.” He also
said that participants were able to send in questions via
text message for each speaker to answer when he finished
his teaching.

Connecting through Technology
Churches outside of the area were able to view and listen
online to Pastors Brian Brodersen, Skip Heitzig, Jeff Johnson, Pancho Juarez, Greg Laurie, Steve Mays, Raul Ries,
and David Rosales. “Churches watching the live stream

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. Ephesians 6:10

“It was a great day,” Ken concluded. “There was a real spirit
of joy.”

For more information about the upcoming 2014 Men’s
Conference, please visit: http://men.cccm.com

Right: In the prayer room, Tommy Cota of CCCM
explains God’s Word to a new believer. The room
was open for anyone seeking spiritual guidance.
Below left: John Chubik of CCCM shares what it means
to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Bottom left: Men pray and encourage one another.
Below: A prayer counselor prays with a conference
attendee to trust in Jesus and be filled with hope.
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