SEEKING GOD
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A Former Sikh Testifies of Christ
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Aimee Bhatia sat in the Sikh temple in New Jersey while
beautiful music poured over her—but felt nothing. Music
had always been her passion, but for the last three years—
since clinical depression and severe acne from health issues had caused her to leave Rutgers University and become a recluse in her parents’ home—not even music
could bring her joy. For generations, Aimee’s family had
practiced Sikhism, a religion that developed in 15th-century India during intense conflict between Muslims and
Hindus. Its founder claimed divine revelation of a universal god who could be reached through any religion. She attended these weekly services, where her parents translated
the Punjabi prayers, hoping to draw closer to God. Yet, she
had felt God most clearly in high school, when Christian

Above: Aimee Bhatia laughs with Ashley Krause at CC Old
Bridge, NJ. Aimee is Ashley’s youth leader.
Top Right: Aimee discusses the Bible lesson with a student
during youth group.
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bandmates introduced her to music which stirred her
heart in a way the temple’s music never had. Once, when
singing Mercy Me’s “I Can Only Imagine,” she saw a slide
of Jesus hugging a person in Heaven. Wow, what an amazing idea, Aimee thought, that God would be waiting for me
when I die.
That night, Aimee went online. Sikhism, therapy, selfhelp books, and medications had not helped her. Maybe
Christianity could. Heart beating hard, she typed the traitorous words into her laptop’s search engine: “How can I
become a Christian?”
Jim Lehe, the New Believers class leader at Harvest Chapel,
Lafayette, IN, spotted Aimee’s question in the spirituality
section of Yahoo Answers. Underneath others’ cynical
suggestions to “Have a lobotomy” or “Adjure rationality and logic,” Jim wrote a thorough explanation of the
Gospel and invited Aimee to contact him if she had any
further questions.
Reading Jim’s response, Aimee realized that committing her life to Jesus meant trusting Him completely
and leaving Sikhism behind. She feared that her parents would be so upset that they would send her back
to India. Yet, she could not shake the memory of God’s
presence which she had felt in high school. Knowing she must be certain if Christianity’s claims were
true, she emailed Jim. Over the next month, as Jim
answered Aimee’s questions, she began to understand
the Christian faith. Eventually, Aimee opened up about
her depression and eating disorder. Jim was very clear
that her decision must be based on solid belief, not
feelings—but that Jesus could heal her depression and
restore her life. In September 2011, Aimee felt reasonably convinced enough to say the Sinner’s Prayer. Jim
called CC Old Bridge (CCOB), NJ, minutes away from
Aimee’s home, and discovered their New Believers class
was starting that night. Aimee not only found courage

to go, but agreed to attend church on the next Sunday
with her class.
The night before her first service, Jim, who was in Indiana,
encouraged Aimee through Joseph’s story from Genesis
37-45, and how what Joseph’s brothers meant for evil, God
used for good. The next morning, a guest pastor preached
at CCOB in New Jersey on that exact passage. Calvary
Chapels don’t follow any standard Sunday teaching format
as some churches do. Amazed, Aimee turned back after
leaving church and told the pastor, who prayed with her.
When she told Jim, he explained God was confirming that
He was real and could speak to her. On the next Saturday,
Jim wrote about the John chapter 15 teaching concerning abiding in the vine. Again, she was greatly encouraged, and the sermon the next morning in New Jersey was
on that exact passage. Furthermore, the assistant pastor
preaching had overheard Aimee the previous week and
used her as an example of God’s work. Aimee went home
with newfound confidence and told her family about her
conversion. They were shocked and upset, but Aimee respectfully stood her ground.
Soon afterward, Aimee dreamed that she was running
from her house wrapped in a white sheet. Birds kept diving at her, trying to rip the sheet away. Feeling certain the
dream meant something, she described it to Jim. While
studying Genesis 15:11, Jim had discovered birds often
represented doubt in Old Testament imagery. He told

Aimee, “You have to chase away the dirty birds of doubt
that try to eat away your faith.” That Sunday, Pastor Lloyd
of CCOB returned. He announced he would break from
their current book study to preach on Genesis 15. Aimee
recalled, “Never in my life had I felt more confident in the
reality of anything. I did the altar call that day and gave
my life to the Lord.” A month later, when she was baptized,
Jim and his wife drove 700 miles to attend.
Aimee went from being a recluse in her home to attending church events five times per week. She began biblical
counseling, and was set free inside from her depression
within six months. She went on a mission trip to Israel,
began serving in the youth, young adult, and worship
ministries, and even gave her testimony in front of the
church. In September 2012, a year after her conversion,
she was able to return to university. But the greatest excitement for her was when her younger brother, Sundeep, asked to go on CCOB’s youth retreat last fall. “My
father let him go on the condition that I would not witness to him. I was worried about how to keep this promise,” Aimee admitted. “But God took
care of it. When we arrived, I saw
the guest pastor who had preached
that first sermon! I told him the rest
of my story but didn’t get to tell him
my brother was on the trip. The next
morning, he happened to sit next
to Sundeep. They had an awesome
Sundeep Bhatia
15

Below: Sundeep, Aimee’s younger brother, center, prays with others at a youth gathering. He became a Christian shortly
after Aimee did.

conversation, and only at the end did Sundeep tell him
he was my brother. Later, after talking to another leader, Sundeep accepted Christ!” Their father was deeply
grieved, but like Aimee, Sundeep respectfully refused to
compromise his faith and is now a powerful witness in
his high school.

Aimee testified, “The Lord has showed me He is the Redeemer, His promises are real. Before, therapy focused on
finding strength in myself. But I was broken, incapable of
helping myself, and God drew close to me in my brokenness. You can come to Him in total weakness, and He is
totally sufficient to carry you all the way.”

Online Outreach

Speak Their Language
Paul related biblical concepts to the Athenian culture on
Mars Hill (Acts 17:22-31). Jim said, “I try to build my
own lexicon for biblical concepts rather than using wellworn clichés or terminology even many Christians don’t
understand. My job is to communicate truth to them at
their level so they can wrap their minds around a new way
of thinking.”

Jim Lehe offers tips for online evangelism. He is the New
Believers class leader at Harvest Chapel, Lafayette, IN:
Use Discernment
If a question is openly hostile, don’t engage. Also, beware
of scams. Jim once discovered that the “troubled teen” he
was ministering to was actually an adult joking around.
Be Humble
“It’s crucial not to be condescending,” Jim
counseled. “Opening with a statement like,
‘That’s a good question,’ will increase receptivity and establish a level relationship.
I’ve seen many Christians become com- Jim Lehe
bative about particular sins. But all sin is
a symptom of our brokenness. Our primary problem
is that we’re born into this world spiritually separated
from God.” Jim explained that we all need to be transformed to approach life with God’s perspective rather
than our own.
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Build Bridges
Building a relationship is essential; however, Jim cautioned, “I don’t want people to be dependent on me—I
just want to get them off to a good start, then I connect
them with a solid, local church to be discipled.”
Trust God
Ultimately, Jim stressed, it’s not our clever arguments or
apologetics that change people’s hearts—it’s God’s Spirit
working through His Word. Use Scripture directly whenever possible.
“... Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” Romans 10:17b

