Harvest
America 2013

Thousands gather in Philadelphia, PA, and around the
country via live stream to hear the Gospel of Christ.
Story by Jessica Russell
Photos by Adrian Rodriguez, unless otherwise noted

“Sometimes when we hear about a Father in
heaven, we cringe,” Pastor Greg Laurie of
Harvest Christian Fellowship in Riverside,
CA, acknowledged at Harvest America 2013.
“Because maybe you had a bad father. Maybe
he was abusive and mean. Maybe he was
distant and aloof. Maybe he wasn’t there—
as was my case. You have this idea that God
is sort of out to get you, out to ruin your
life,” he continued. “Listen to me; you have
a Father in heaven who loves you, no matter
what your earthly father does or does not do.
Let me tell you something else about your
Father in heaven: He will never turn you
away from His house.”

Friends gather in Destin, FL, to participate in Harvest America 2013 via live stream. More than 3,500 sites hosted opportunities for
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A young man responds to the message
given by Greg Laurie about God’s grace.
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Local Christian band Shake the City performs in Destin, FL, before the Gospel message
Center in Philadelphia, PA. Christian musician Francesca Battestelli also led worship in

people outside Philadelphia, PA, to watch.

was live-streamed from the Wells Fargo
Destin. Photo by Ryan Spencer

At the event, which was held on September
28-29 in Philadelphia, PA, Greg related
the story of his own childhood—a narrative with an alcoholic mother and no
earthly father. It was a story many people
in the audience could relate to in one way
or another. In addition to the thousands of
people gathered in the arena, the two-day
event was also live-streamed to more than
3,500 host sites around the country, making for an audience of more than 200,000
people. Greg encouraged listeners to turn to
God, the loving Father, and let Him change
their lives. Trained volunteers were available to counsel anyone who decided to trust
in Jesus as the way to God the Father. New
believers were given a Bible and connected
with a church near them.

“Let not your heart be troubled;
you believe in God, believe also
in Me. In My Father’s house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” … Jesus said
to him, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.”
John 14:1-2, 6

Love of a Father

Months before Harvest, a team from CC
Central Bucks, PA, began preparing to
attend the Harvest event. Organizers asked
their fellowship to start inviting friends and
family and to pray for all who would be
attending. “There were weeks of just praying.
We have a burden for the lost,” expressed
Linda Scotto, who helped organize Central
Bucks’ participation in the event. A few
weeks before Harvest, Linda was asked to
meet a woman in the prayer room of their

Pastor Greg Laurie of Harvest Christian
Fellowship in Riverside, CA, preaches.
church. Together in the small meeting place,
the women talked, and Linda realized that
the other woman did not have a relationship
with Christ. Linda asked if she wanted to,
but the woman declined—she did agree to
sign up for Harvest, though. The Sunday of
Harvest, when they were seated in the arena,
the woman shared with Linda about her
struggle with understanding fatherly love—
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CC Central Bucks rented four school buses
that weekend to accommodate everyone
who wanted to attend. “We picked people
up at their homes. We also went to a sober
house and asked if we could bring the residents with us,” stated Linda. When Greg
asked the audience to walk to the stage if
they wanted to publicly declare faith in Jesus,
Linda said, “All the people from the sober
house went down and accepted Christ.”

Fishers of Men

Eighteen evangelical churches in Destin,
FL—a fishing community known for its
warm beaches and tourism—united together
to share the Gospel with their city. The
churches secured a stage at the city’s popular HarborWalk Village and live streamed
Harvest America. Pastor Neil Spencer of
Coastline CC Destin said that they had
anticipated 1,000 people to show up, but

closer to 2,000 actually did. Neil reported,
“There were so many people that we couldn’t
effectively organize the response time after
Greg’s message. There wasn’t enough room
for those who wanted to profess faith in
Jesus to walk forward. We had to ask them
to raise a hand so we could at least get a new
believer’s Bible to them.”

Jesus came to Galilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God,
and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel.” … Then Jesus said to them,
“Follow Me, and I will make you
become fishers of men.”
Mark 1:14b-15, 17

“A lot of times we get caught up focusing on the big event, but God is working
big events in the lives of individuals daily,”
Hal Hepburn noticed as he reflected upon
Harvest. Hal serves on the leadership team
at Coastline but was filling in for a pastor in a nearby church the Sunday before
Harvest. As he was preaching God’s Word, a

Thousands gather at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia, PA, to
hear God’s Word proclaimed. Bibles were distributed to listeners.
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man in his late 20s strolled into the church.
After the service, Hal learned that the man
was homeless, living in the woods behind
Coastline CC Destin. The two men met up
a few times in the following week and talked
about Jesus. Hal invited him to Harvest on
Saturday, and the two of them spent most of
the event together listening to Greg Laurie
explain the Gospel. It was the following day,
after the young man attended church with
Hal, that the pieces all began to fit together
for him. While sitting in the church office,
Hal asked the young man, “Do you want
me to tell you what I honestly think? God
is drawing you to Himself. You have an
opportunity to repent and trust that Christ
is your Savior and submit to following
Him with all your life.” The young man
responded, “I don’t think I’ve ever submitted to Jesus as Lord—I want that, but I just
don’t feel worthy.” Hal explained that even
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though no one is worthy of eternal life, God
graciously provided a way through the sacrifice of His Son. The young man decided
he was ready to surrender his life to Jesus
and asked God for forgiveness of his sins.
“To see him tell God that even though he
wasn’t worthy, he wanted life in Christ, was
amazing,” Hal shared. “I want to disciple
him now.”

Returning Home

Alongside many other believers, Les Riggall
from CC Philadelphia, PA, served as a decision follow-up counselor at the live event.
“God will patiently wait for us,” Les summarized Greg’s message. “Even though we may
be His sons and drift away, He’s so patient
and loving that the invitation is always open
for us to come back to Him. And there may
be consequences, but there’s no condemnation when we do come back.” Les prayed

with five men at the end of the night, all of
whom decided to return to the Lord. Les
said, “It was nice to share that experience
with them—knowing that I’ve been in the
same place at one point of my life.”

Harvest America

something she had never experienced. Then
Greg explained the Gospel as a message of
love from God the Father. “She decided to
follow Jesus that night. I was able to stand
there with her, and now I’m discipling her,”
Linda exclaimed. “She was excited and kept
hugging me, saying, ‘This is amazing.’”

And he arose and came to his
father. But when he was still a
great way off, his father saw him
and had compassion, and ran and
fell on his neck and kissed him.

Luke 15:20

Harvest America

www.harvest.org
www.harvestamerica.com
951-687-6595

A father and son enjoy a time of
worship and praise in Philadelphia.

The Katinas, LeCrae, and Jeremy Camp led worship at the event in Philadelphia. Harvest America is a free event held annually.
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