A Vision for
the Nations
Story by Jessica Russell and Tom Price

“It was 2:00 in the afternoon, and the sirens went off in
Jerusalem,” recalled Karl Bentz, who serves on the CC
Costa Mesa (CCCM) construction team. “I was with
Chuck in Israel when the Yom Kippur War broke out in
1973. I remember sitting by the East Gate, watching the
tanks roll out, praying for the soldiers as they passed by.”
Karl continued, “Then we were bussed to Tel Aviv, where
we had to sit in a hotel room without lights. Eventually
we were taken to a bomb shelter. Chuck was excited—he
was seeing God fulfill Bible prophecy, and he was excited
to see God’s hand protecting Israel.”
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who
love you.” Psalm 122:6
In 1972, Pastor Chuck began taking pilgrimages to Israel.
He visited the nation more than 60 times since then,
usually leading large groups. Pastor Jeff Johnson of CC
Downey, CA, recalled, “I remember he took us there in
1976, and he just said, ‘Behold, the hand of the Lord … ’”
After marveling at their view, Chuck spontaneously
began singing How Great Thou Art. Soon the rest of the
group joined in, worshiping God in the Holy Land.
During Chuck’s memorial service in October 2013,
Consul General of Israel in Los Angeles, David Siegel,
declared: “He was a giant of his time, a trailblazer, and
a visionary leader. He worked for historic reconciliation between Christians and Jews. With his passing, the
State of Israel has lost a great friend. Over the 65 years of
Israel’s rebirth as a modern nation, one would be hardpressed to find one more committed and more honorable
a friend than Pastor Chuck.”

Right: Pastor Chuck Smith teaches in Jerusalem
overlooking the Temple Mount and the Islamic Dome of
the Rock. Chuck’s ardent support and appreciation of
Israel as a nation never waned.
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“One would be hard-pressed to find one more committed
and more honorable a friend than Pastor Chuck.”
David Siegel, Consul General of Israel in Los Angeles
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“It never ceases to amaze
me to be in this land so
holy—the site of Jesus’
earthly ministry.”
Chuck Smith

Far left: On one of their many trips
to Israel, Chuck and his wife Kay
marvel as they did on their first
venture there.
Left: Chuck and Kay look out over the
Promised Land.
Bottom: Chuck teaches at the Garden
Tomb in Jerusalem, just outside
the Damascus Gate. The site is
believed to be the place where
Jesus was buried and rose again
after His crucifixion.

Loving Christ on a Kibbutz
Hearing the hum of an F4 Phantom plane in the distance, Skip Heitzig dove to the ground and waited for the
fighter jet to pass. This had become habit for Skip in the
six months he lived on a kibbutz in northern Israel. “The
Israeli Air Force would do these maneuvers where they
would fly low to the ground,” Skip explained. “And we
would be working out in the fields. All the trees, plants,
and corn would bend and hit the earth, then bounce
back because of the thrust of the engine. That’s how close
the planes were.” Skip and others from CC Costa Mesa
jumped up and cheered on the jet fighters as they worked
in Israel in the late 1970s. An Israeli military officer had
suggested to Chuck that Calvary Chapel send workers to
a kibbutz close to the Lebanese border. The officer had
heard of Pastor Chuck’s love for Israel and told him, “Israelis need to understand that there are Christians like all
of you who have a deep-rooted love for our country and
strongly support our existence.”
The CC workers were instructed not to proselytize the
Jewish youth, but they were allowed to answer questions
if asked. John Chubik, another kibbutz worker from the
CC group, said, “Many of the young people wanted to
know why we came to Israel since we weren’t Jewish.
That gave us many opportunities to share our faith.” The
kibbutz also attracted Europeans, and Bible studies were
held almost every night. Together, the diverse group of
people harvested pears, kiwis, and other fruits; worked
on banana plantations; tended chickens; and had many
conversations. Just 30 years after World War II, Skip and
John worked alongside Holocaust survivors—with numbers still tattooed on their arms. “When we were getting
ready to leave, they had a special goodbye celebration
for our group and they asked us to share,” Skip recalled.
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Above: A CC missionary gives concert invitations to
soldiers during a blizzard in Smolensk, Russia.
Right: During a visit to Russia in 2003, missionaries pray
for Pastor Chuck after a church service.

“We had an opportunity to tell them that we love them
because our God—their God—has shown His love to us,”
Skip added.
After Israel, Skip went on to start CC Albuquerque in
New Mexico, and John Chubik moved to Eastern Europe as a Bible college teacher and later a missionary to
Ukraine. He is currently an assistant pastor at CCCM.
Planting Churches—Philippines, Russia, Ukraine
The room was silent. All eyes were on Pastor Chuck
as the group of CC pastors and Campus Crusade for
Christ (now called Cru) staff awaited his response.
“Well, Chuck, can you help us?” Dr. Bill Bright, the
ministry’s founder, asked. The room was still silent. Bill
had just told a group of CC pastors about the thousands
of people in communist Russia who were giving their
lives to the Lord after watching the Jesus film. It was
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September of 1991, and communism was beginning to
crumble but still reigning. Campus Crusade had been
evangelizing in Russia, and the country was in desperate need of churches—Bill was hoping the CC pastors
would be up to the job. After what felt like forever,
Chuck finally looked up and spoke to Dan Finfrock:
“Dan, why don’t you tell Dr. Bright what you’ve been doing in the Philippines?” Dan had just returned from six
years in the island nation. He had moved to Dumaguete
City in 1985 to teach inductive Bible study to Filipino
pastors, just one year after Roger Scalice moved to Manila to start the first Calvary Chapel there. But that day,
“I was dumbfounded that Chuck wanted to bring me in
on this,” Dan said. He felt unworthy to be in the room,
much less the center of attention. However, “After I
told them about the work in the Philippines, Dr. Bright
responded, ‘That’s exactly what we need.’ Then Pastor
Chuck asked me, ‘Well, Dan, when can you go?’”

By December of 1991, Dan was on an airplane bound
for Moscow. “Dr. Bright warned me, ‘Dan, this is the
worst time you could possibly go to Russia, as all my
contacts will be home for Christmas.’” Despite the
conditions, Dan went, believing the Lord had something
for him there. “I turned to Isaiah 42:16, ‘I will bring the
blind by a way they did not know; I will lead them in
paths they have not known. I will make darkness light
before them, and crooked places straight. These things
I will do for them, and not forsake them.’ I knew I was
that blind man. I had no contacts except the guy picking
me up from the airport in Moscow,” Dan remembered.
As he walked to his 34th-floor hotel room, Dan heard
men speaking English in another room and stopped to
listen. They were talking about God. “Oh, we’re from
Campus Crusade for Christ. We were on our way home
to the U.S. when our plans were changed,” the men told
him after he knocked and inquired about them. They

shared their contacts with Dan and helped him get situated. “That was the beginning of God bringing Calvary
Chapel into Russia,” Dan reflected.
When Dan traveled back to the U.S., he set up a meeting, and more than 200 pastors came to hear about
mission work in Russia. Then Dan spoke at CC
Mountlake Terrace in Seattle, WA, and Horizon Fellowship in Indianapolis, IN. “I believe that was part of
the spark of Calvary Chapel missions. People left those
conferences and started going out all over the world,”
Dan said. Among those inspired were Pam and George
Markey, Sr., parents of eight. “George came up to me
and said, ‘I feel God is calling me to come to Russia.’ At
that time, moving to Russia with eight kids would be a
major feat,” Dan laughed. “I told him, ‘If God is calling
you, go for it!’” Within months, the Markey family set
out to pioneer a new ministry in the Russian satellite
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nation of Ukraine. There are now more than 30 CCs
in the former communist country. Though many
considered it ill-advised to move to the mission field
with eight youngsters, several of the now-adult Markey
children continue mission work. Years later, George
handed over the work to a national pastor and joined
some of his children serving in Kyrgyzstan. He became
ill there and later passed away.

The earth is the Lord’s, and all its
fullness, the world and those who
dwell therein. Psalm 24:1

“George had a way about him—when he was committed
to something, he was very committed,” said Bill Goodrich,
pastor of George’s sending church, Horizon Fellowship,
IN. With the Markey family’s expedition to the mission
field, Bill and others from the church took regular trips to
assist the work. “Since 1992, I’ve been there more than 30
times,” Bill noted. Though distanced from Chuck geographically, Bill had a deep respect for him. The first time
Bill encountered Chuck, “He came out on the stage, and
the first thing he said was, ‘God loves you,’—with a big old
smile. We sensed the love that permeated through Chuck’s
life by his love for Jesus and people.”
A Hunger for the Truth—Eastern Europe
“Hey, Chuck, the house is moving,” Mike Harris leaned
over and remarked to Chuck. In silence, Chuck lowered
his glasses and looked at Mike with a stern expression.
“I knew what he was thinking,” Mike laughed. “He was
wondering, ‘Who would buy this dump?’” Mike had been
responsible for the purchase of a new property for the
growing fellowship he was leading in Yugoslavia. With
the help of CCCM and CC Vista, CA, Mike had purchased an old house, which believers were in the process
of converting into CC Subotica when Chuck came to
visit. Three hours before Chuck’s arrival, “We were working on the house, and one of the guys removed a retaining pillar in the basement,” Mike explained. “By the time
Chuck got there to look at the property and teach a study,
half the church building had collapsed.” That night, hundreds of young people packed into the part of the house
that was still standing for a Bible study. “The whole
house was swaying like a boat. After the study, we got all
the kids out of the house. Chuck wasn’t happy about the
building, but he was blown away at what was going on in
Yugoslavia,” Mike shared.
Before venturing to Europe in 1990, Mike had been a
youth leader at CCCM. When Brian Brodersen, pastor
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of the nearby CC Vista, returned home from a mission
trip to Eastern Europe, he immediately asked Mike to
pray about moving overseas as a missionary. With Bible
and guitar in hand, the pony-tailed surfer quickly found
himself in Subotica’s town center, doing street evangelism
with fellow believers. Enamored by never-seen-before
Americans, locals were attracted to the simple message
of the Gospel given out by the young missionaries. “We
thought those surfer guys who came to teach us about
God were really cool,” exclaimed Kris Theodoropulos,
now senior pastor of CC Subotica. “Their message had

to be incredibly important for them to want to leave
California.” Isabella Tutac, another early convert, remembered when the CC missionaries came to her hometown
of Baja, Hungary: “Those missionaries were great ambassadors for Christ. They taught us about God’s love while
asking nothing in return.” CC Subotica was the first CC
church in Eastern Europe. Mike has since moved back to
California and is senior pastor of CC Beachside, CA.
“I was immediately struck by the hunger of the young
people for the truth of the Gospel,” Brian said. His desire
to see Europeans set free from sin inspired him to send
Left: Calvary Chapel missionaries and mission team
members minister in Mexico, the Philippines, Austria,
Germany, and Hungary.
Above: Missionary Greg Opean, left, looks on as Chuck
greets well-wishers after dedicating CC Budapest’s
facility in Hungary.
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missionaries throughout the continent. With teams
and worship bands in tow, Brian made multiple trips
to determine where to send the missionaries. The local
churches, still reeling from years of communist persecution, seemed an unlikely choice for the young people
coming to Christ. “I promised teens in Subotica, Yugoslavia, that we would have a missionary in their town within
a month,” remembered Brian.
Brian had been senior pastor of CC Vista for 16 years
when the Iron Curtain began to crumble throughout
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Though the
last vestiges of communism clung to power, Brian saw
abounding spiritual fruit during initial trips there. Once,
after he and his team had shared the Gospel in Backa
Topola, Yugoslavia, 15 youths responded to God’s grace
and trusted in Jesus as Lord and Savior. From there, the

team journeyed to Baja, Hungary. Brian was convinced
that churches were needed not only in Yugoslavia, but in
Hungary and other countries as well. He knew just the
person for the job—a youth leader named Greg Opean
from CC Redlands, CA.

Filling a Gap—the U.K.
Though early Calvary-related works were in progress,
Brian felt a void in London, often considered the crossroads of the world. Lord, please show me whom You want
to begin a work there, Brian prayed.

Greg boarded the plane with a National Geographic magazine to learn the location of his destination—he fell in love
with the country shortly after his arrival and served there
for 17 years before returning to the U.S. in 2007. He was
instrumental in starting four churches and helping begin
the CC Bible College in Vajta, Hungary. Calvary Chapel
Budapest in Hungary’s capital now has dozens of vibrant
ministries and thousands of congregants. There are more
than 20 established churches throughout the nation. In the
meantime, other pastors went on fact-finding tours to Russia and Ukraine, which also led to church starts.

Brian found himself in a season of discontent in his own
ministry. “Everything was going great at CC Vista,” he
exclaimed. “Ministries were flourishing and missionaries were being sent out. I had no reason to be anything
other than totally excited about the work in Vista.” Still,
Brian found himself daydreaming about being one
of those church planters he had already sent out, and
eventually his daydreams became reality. Brian and his
wife Cheryl left California with their family and moved
to England. In 1996, they began Calvary London with a
dozen people, and the fellowship grew rapidly. “It was

one of the most exciting times of our lives,” Brian remembered. “It was a season of joy—doing something so
new and fresh. We were introducing people who had no
background in Christianity to a relationship with Jesus
and then seeing the Lord move in their lives as they
grew in Him.” Brian returned to the U.S. to assist Pastor
Chuck at CCCM in 2000 and turned the church over to
the worship leader, Alwyn Wall. When the Brodersens
left, Calvary London had grown to more than 500, with
attendees from every continent. Other church planters
began a Bible college at CC York with graduates and
teachers beginning new churches. CreationFest, a free
annual Christian festival in Cornwall, was birthed 11
years ago. The quickly growing outreach confronts postChristian England with the truth of the Genesis account
of man’s creation, fall, and deliverance from sin through
Jesus’ death on the cross.

Left: CC Costa Mesa Missions Pastor Phil Twente, left, and Ed Cornwell, center,
ordain a local believer as pastor of Calvary Busoga, Uganda.
Above: In 1999, Pastor Raul Ries, bottom row with hat, led 10 CC pastors on a
trip into the Colombian jungle to visit the CC Bible college there.
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