Costa Mesa, CA

Proclaiming Christ
Calvary Chapel Summer Crusade
declares the Gospel message to
6,000 people in Costa Mesa, CA

Story by Debra Smith
Photos by Steve Shambeck

The Calvary Chapel Summer Crusade was
drawing to a close when two young men
standing outside the Pacific Amphitheater
in Costa Mesa, CA, began talking. Assistant
Pastor Tommy Cota from the hosting
church, CC Costa Mesa, had been looking around to ensure that everyone who
needed prayer or biblical counsel received
such. Noticing that the other man appeared
lost or confused, Tommy spoke up: “How’s
it going? Can I help you?” Immediately,
remembered Tommy, “He started right in,
telling me his story. He lives in Los Angeles
and had been recently released from prison.
But days before the crusade, a younger guy
in his community had been murdered—and
he felt partially responsible. So he was burdened, torn up with heavy guilt.”
The CC Summer Crusade on the evening
of June 16—Father’s Day—attracted about
6,000 people. One hundred eighty-six of
them submitted decision response cards
indicating they had given or rededicated
their lives to Christ. But the purpose of the
event was not numbers, declared Assistant
Pastor Dave Manne: “It is not attendance
or the accumulation of response cards that
we were interested in, but the developing
of servants who are committed to Jesus
Christ and to living out their commitment
in a local church.” Dave is one of the many
CC Costa Mesa employees and volunteers
who helped organize the gathering, which
was planned and came to pass in just three
months. Franklin Graham of Samaritan’s
Purse was the keynote speaker, and Senior
Pastor Chuck Smith of CC Costa Mesa
acted as host. Dave added, “It was neat to
have it on Father’s Day, as it was a family
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event for many. And that provided opportunity for the added theme of the Lord as
spiritual Father in our lives.”

Behold what manner of love the
Father has bestowed on us, that
we should be called children of
1 John 3:1a
God!
Connecting Deeply

Tommy asked the man, whose name was
Estullio, if he had responded to the Gospel
message. After Estullio said that he had
received Christ, Tommy prayed with him
about his situation. “He was crying about
the murder,” Tommy recalled, “and having
a hard time understanding how God takes
away all our guilt and shame when we trust
Christ. But he knew that giving his life to
Jesus was what he wanted and needed to do.
So we kept talking for a while.”

Attendees listen at the CC Summer Crusade,
Nearly 200 individuals committed to follow

where Pastors Chuck Smith of CC Costa Mesa, CA, and Franklin Graham, president of Samaritan’s Purse, proclaimed the Gospel.
Jesus at the gathering, which was held on Father’s Day. More than 300 believers were trained to pray with those who came to Christ.

Surely He has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed Him stricken, smitten by
Isaiah 53:4
God, and afflicted.
Just after Estullio was released from prison,
Tommy learned, a younger man had come
to him seeking help—“The guy was being
threatened by some gang members,” Tommy
explained. “So he had asked Estullio for
back-up protection: He wanted him to come
along to the park that the gang members
had ordered him to meet them at. Instead of
going with him, Estullio had told the guy to
go home and leave the situation alone. But
the guy hadn’t listened—he had gone to the

Franklin, left, and Chuck enjoy a
moment of fellowship at the event.

Led by musician Dennis Agajanian, the crowd sings along in worship to the Lord.

A man receives prayer after the event.
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Don Stewart, left, Greg Laurie, and Dennis Agajanian sing
“Happy Birthday” to Chuck, who turned 86 that week.

Franklin, son of evangelist Billy Graham, shares how the free gift of salvation is available
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, acknowledging that God raised Him from the dead.

Franklin Graham shares God’s Word.

park anyway and been murdered there. So
naturally, Estullio was shaken.”
“My buddy George was there for most of
the conversation,” Tommy continued, “and
we talked for almost an hour. George and I
have both been in prison and in the gang
lifestyle, so we could really understand
what he was going through.” Eventually,
Estullio’s parents and siblings appeared,
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one by one—they had finished talking with
others and were ready to find him and go
home. When his sister approached, the last
to join them, “She came around the corner, saw us praying with and giving Bibles
to her family, and started crying,” Tommy
remembered. “She had been following
the Lord for a long time, and she was so
excited. She goes to CC Golden Springs,
and they had all come because of her. She
had been praying for them.”

The effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much.
James 5:16b

The Last Shall be Significant

Before Father’s Day, 300 people were trained
as prayer counselors—believers prepared
to meet individually with those dedicating

their lives to Christ at the event. As Pastor
Dave Manne was loading his car at the
end of the evening in preparation to leave,
a prayer counselor came running out to
him. “She handed me a decision response
card,” Dave remembered, “and said that it
was from the last person to receive Jesus
that night: A janitor with whom she had
just then shared the Gospel in the restroom.
The woman had probably heard at least part
of Franklin Graham’s message but really
wasn’t able to give it her full attention, as
amphitheater employees were busy sweeping and restocking things throughout the
evening. But since this prayer counselor
had taken the time to talk with her individually, she had given her life to the Lord.
That was really special.”
CC Costa Mesa dedicated the eight weeks
prior to the event to intercession, and small

to all who put their trust in and reliance on

groups prayed throughout the actual evening as well. “It became a focal point, bringing the church together spiritually and challenging us to seek Him passionately,” Dave
said. The youngest person to respond to
the Gospel, Dave added, was 7; the oldest was 75. In addition to being given a
New Testament and an introductory Bible
study guidebook, each individual was asked
to complete a decision card. The contact
information on such cards was then forwarded to an appropriate church—in most
cases, the fellowship of the believer who had
invited the person to attend. “This way, we
were able to send a letter asking the church
leaders to welcome the new believer,” Dave
explained. “Seventy-seven churches of a
wide variety of denominations and types
received those cards. It was really encouraging to see so many churches join together to
share the Lord.”

People gather in front of the stage to respond to the Gospel message of new life in
Christ. Franklin invited them to give their lives to Jesus as Savior and Lord.

“That they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us,
that the world may believe that
John 17:21
You sent Me.”

CC Costa Mesa, CA

calvarychapelcostamesa.com
info@twft.com
714-979-4422
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