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Calvary Chapel Oxnard, CA, teaches
followers of Jesus to disciple others
One Sunday morning before his family
awoke, Fabian Moreno sat alone crying. He
and Cecilia were newlyweds who had three
children, were struggling financially, and
felt disoriented with the gang and drug
lifestyle in which they felt caught. But they
didn’t know how to escape or where to find
healthy friendships. As Fabian wept that
2005 morning, “I started thinking about
God again,” he recalled. “And suddenly, I
wanted to go to a Calvary Chapel.” They had
long ago attended a funeral where Cecilia
had heard the Gospel preached by a CC
Downey, CA, pastor, and they had ever since
intended to visit a Calvary Chapel. Fabian
checked a phone book, called CC Oxnard
for directions, and awoke his family with
news: They were leaving momentarily for
church. “We arrived 30 minutes later, with
everyone ticked off at me,” Fabian chuckled. “And I was hung over. But that morning, we heard the Gospel like never before.
We understood that the Gospel is not just

about going to heaven when you die, but
also about God changing your thinking and
behavior here on earth. We are living proof
that God can transform anyone dramatically.” Fabian eventually became an elder,
and the couple now has two young sons in
addition to their first three children, who
were Cecilia’s. “God continues to do great
things in our lives,” Fabian declared. “It’s

CC Oxnard’s Pastor Lance Ralston

Fabian Moreno, right, helps a young Bible
by Jesus Christ. Now an elder, Fabian and
been amazing—and difficult—but following
Him is worth every challenge involved.” His
own father, Fabian added, had been praying
for him for 12 years before his conversion.

Believers listen intently to Lance teaching from Jeremiah on a recent Sunday.
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At CC Oxnard, said Pastor Lance Ralston,
“Stories like theirs are not uncommon. God
has situated us on Oxnard’s ‘gang injunction’ line. Beyond it, the gang violence is so
severe that the area has become a special

student during a Sunday morning service at CC Oxnard, CA. Fabian is a former gang member whose life has been radically changed
his family intend to plant a church in another community soon.
jurisdiction, ruled by what is basically martial law. I love looking out on Wednesday
nights—that’s when gang members wanting
to escape usually first come—and seeing a
tough guy with his arms crossed and head
shaved, covered in tattoos, staring me down.
Then the next week, he’ll bring a Bible. Then
before long, he’s actually talking to people
and accepting Jesus. What a privilege it is to
see God soften hearts.”

The church was birthed in 1982, when
Lance and David Guzik combined the
home Bible studies that they each had been
teaching. The two co-pastored for the next
six years until David left to start CC Simi
Valley, CA. Lance, who had been a restaurant manager, and his wife Lynn had
begun their group as an outreach to Lance’s
employees. He had started walking with the
Lord seven years prior, after hearing Pastor

Chuck Smith preach through 15 chapters
of 1 Chronicles in one evening at CC Costa
Mesa, CA. “I was immediately enthralled
with the idea that studying the Bible could
be so interesting,” Lance remarked. He had
grown up attending church, “But in my
teen years, I had decided to be a hellion,” he
continued. “That night with Pastor Chuck
Smith, though, I found myself utterly captivated by the Lord and His Word.”
25

Oxnard, CA

Norm Summerfield, Tom Vervoorn, and Larry Sagely share a light moment.

Laritta Nickerson, right, a member of CC Oxnard’s In His Image special needs ministry, plays with Sara Johnson’s baby, Nathan. The
inclusion by encouraging all to worship and fellowship together.

Attracting People like Jesus Did

Today, CC Oxnard emphasizes treating
people with dignity and respect, as beings
made in God’s image—like Jesus did. Lance
declared, “We live in such an impersonal
era,” he expounded. “We absorb a mindset
that other people exist to serve us. So we
frequently forget to affirm their humanity.
I regularly stress the importance of using
daily-life opportunities to plant and water
seeds of the Gospel. Treating people at store
and restaurant counters kindly, pausing
amidst our busyness to say with our actions,
‘I recognize and honor you as a human being,’
goes a long way. Every human wants to be
respected. Frequenting the same businesses,
greeting people by name, and getting to
know them lead to conversations about our
faith and worldview.”
Rachel Turner was out shopping last year
when CC Oxnard believer Cecilia Moreno
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spotted her and enthusiastically greeted her
by name. The two had met briefly on the
only occasion when Rachel had visited the
fellowship. Cecilia didn’t know, however,
that Rachel was questioning whether she
would ever return to any church. Cecilia’s
husband Fabian observed, “My wife simply
recognized her and took time to say hello
and talk with her.” Largely because Cecilia
remembered Rachel and invited her back to
church, Rachel continues to this day at CC
Oxnard and its women’s Bible study.

Living for a Purpose

Jenna sat shocked, feeling both encouraged
and convicted as she listened. “God doesn’t
‘throw’ you into any situation,” the women’s
retreat speaker was saying. “He carefully
places you there, with gentleness and love.
Through your hardships, He is shaping
and molding you.” Jenna leaned over to
her seatmate. “Did she hear me just now,

complaining during lunch?” she whispered,
only half-jokingly. Jenna and her husband
parent six children under age 12. Two are
adopted and several have special needs,
some of which stem from early-childhood
trauma. The medical and anxiety disorders
bring the couple daily stress, financial strain,
and seemingly constant appointments with
specialists. Then shortly before the October
2012 retreat, Jenna’s husband had been laid
off. Their home was soon in foreclosure,
and they were being turned away by landlord after landlord. One thought a large
family would disturb the neighbors; another
feared his house might be damaged. “I feel
like God is throwing this stuff at me,” Jenna
had said to a friend while eating lunch
at the event. She left the retreat, however,
refreshed and challenged to think differently. “It helped me realize how fully God
is in control,” she reflected. “When we recognize the depth of what God has done for

church’s special needs ministry emphasizes

us by sacrificing His own Son so we can live,
it changes things. That proves His love and
power—and it shows He can take care of all
other situations.”

He who did not spare His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things? Romans 8:32
Lance remarked of Jenna and her husband,
“They evidence the strong sense of purpose
that characterizes the church. Many here
have a deep understanding that we’re called
by God onto His mission. The Lord wants
us not just to enjoy His blessings for ourselves—but to live in a way that shows Him
to our neighbors, coworkers, and classmates.
That’s part of our church culture, to recognize that living for God takes intentionality
and involves challenges.”

Congregants worship the Lord expressively during a Sunday morning service.

Big Growth in Small Groups

Jack and Lynn Moore began attending CC
Oxnard in 2001 with their children, who
were then 7 and 10. Lynn said, “We were
doing all we could to raise them to know
and love Jesus, but the world was pressing
in on them. We needed a church that would
reinforce what we were doing at home. We
so appreciated the way they teach kids
God’s Word at Calvary Chapel.” The couple became involved in ministry, and Lynn
eventually began leading small-group women’s Bible studies.
Ministry leaders pray God will place the
right women in each group, “And it seems
like every year, during the first meeting or
two, a theme develops among the group,”
Lynn Moore continued. “It becomes obvious
that the Lord has handpicked each group.”
Lynn, who is currently taking a break from
leadership but still participating, explained,

“This year, several women said they’ve been
sitting on the sidelines, afraid to plug in
deeply because of past hurts or other fears.
So they’ve been guarded in their relationships. But each has recently felt the Holy
Spirit directing them to risk and get involved.
It’s been neat to see them come out of their
shells, opening up like a flower. Our group
also has several godly older women who are
highly trustable and wonderful role models.
It’s a great combination, and God is working.”
Lynn, who considers herself more shy than
outgoing, is currently taking the church’s
one-year leadership course. She contemplated quitting after the first session, due
to feeling inferior and incompetent; but she
continued, confident that God had directed
her to participate. “Then the second session, the principle was, ‘God uses ordinary
people to do extraordinary things,’” Lynn
remembered. “I realized that Satan was lying
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Pastor Lance, right, and Al Gonzalez discuss a Scripture passage after a service.
to me, convincing me that God can’t use me
and that I don’t belong in the class alongside
all those ‘natural leaders.’ Yes, I’m ordinary;
but if I obey God, He can use me to do anything He wants. Now I’m super excited about
everything I’m learning.” The class meets
every other week with Lance and every other
week in small groups to process the content.

A Whole Heart

“I have realized,” Lance remarked, “that if
God has our hearts, He has everything.”
Early in his life as a pastor, Lance struggled
with outbursts of anger. He deeply desired
to conquer his habit of uncontrollably yelling at his family, throwing things, and
punching holes in walls; but every time he
sighted victory, he would eventually lose
his temper again. “One day I was praying,
asking the Lord to deliver me,” he recalled.
“In my frustration, I asked God, ‘Why does
this keep happening? I make progress and
then lose ground again.’ I sensed the Lord
showing me, in response, that He would tell
me later—but not then, because it would
devastate me. So I prayed that He would
bring me to the point where I could see and
understand the reason for the problem.” Six
months later, Lance was driving when he
sensed that the time had come. “It was like
God said, ‘Are you ready?’ he recounted. “I
turned the radio off and said, ‘I guess, if You
say so!’ And the answer came so clearly:
My anger was because I thought I had to
be in control. Of course I believed in the
Gospel, but I also thought I was the master
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of my own destiny. I was trying to call the
shots in my life. I hadn’t submitted fully to
Jesus as Lord—King, Master. My anger was
a symptom that my heart was not completely yielded to Him. It was a very difficult moment. I repented in tears, praying, ‘I
want You to have all my heart.’”
In the following months, Lance observed
that each time he felt anger rise, “I was in
the process of climbing back on the throne
of my heart. As I would back down and
remember that King Jesus is in control, I no
longer needed to be.” The experience has
given Lance a backdrop from which to minister to people struggling with a variety of
sins. “There’s a brokenness deep inside each
of us,” he stated. “So we often seek significance in relationships or possessions. These
false gods lead to lust, materialism, greed,
and more. But Jesus came to save us from
these things; He wants to heal us.”

Joint Heirs of Grace

Jeff and Cindy Brown welcomed the
Ralstons on their first visit to CC Ventura,
CA, in 1980, after Lance’s company transferred him to the area. Jeff remembered,
“We greeted them when they stepped out of
their car. They quickly began serving, and
we got to know each other there.” Two years
later, the Ralstons invited the Browns to join
them in planting a new church southward in
Oxnard. “Lance’s young employees attending
the Ralstons’ home Bible study considered it
their church,” Jeff explained. “And the Lord

Sunday school children of various ages
had gifted Lance at teaching. He didn’t seek
it out, but God had raised him up.”
About 30 people began meeting on Sunday
mornings in a park. Before services, Lance
remembered, “I went out and picked up dog
doo so people didn’t step in it.” The church
eventually moved repeatedly as it grew.
Recalled Jeff, an elder, “We began praying in
earnest in 1997 for God’s direction regarding the space problem. After six months, the
Lord expressed to each of us the need for the
church to find a spot of our own, a place we
could have midweek services and such. We
didn’t have resources you could see; but obviously, the Lord has vast resources.” In 1998
while Lance was in Russia on a mission trip,
a real estate agent called Jeff. Then after
Lance’s return, the elders summoned him
and his wife to a plot of land. Lance recalled,
“We pulled up, and they said, ‘We’ve gathered
here to let you know this land is ours.’ I said,
‘You mean we’re buying this?’ They replied,

worship and pray together before heading to an age-appropiate Bible study.
‘No; it was given to us.’ Because of economic
problems, the owner had decided to give it
to a nonprofit.” Then after a Christian general contractor moved to the area, joined CC
Oxnard, and took on the construction project, the believers built on the land for twothirds of the expected cost.

Growing Worshipers

Betsy Yee, 23, the second of Dan and Susie
Yee’s four children, was raised attending CC
Oxnard. “My years in the youth group were
so impactful,” Betsy reflected. Youth Pastor
Jeff Atchison runs a 10-week program every
few years called Summer Servants, in which
Betsy participated after her freshman year.
“We studied apologetics, learned to study
Scripture, and took field trips to learn about
other religions,” she explained. “Approaching
strangers on a Summer Servants evangelism
trip helped me conquer my fear of sharing
my faith,” continued Betsy—who is now in
full-time ministry with an organization that

proclaims the Gospel to California public
high school students. “Jeff also taught us
how, when evangelizing, to ask good questions that get at the heart of the Gospel.”
Through memorizing 90 Bible verses in the
program, “I learned how relevant Scripture
is in daily life,” she added. “I had been reading the Bible for a long time, but memorizing it showed me how God’s Word applies to
everyday situations.”
Betsy’s 19-year-old brother Caleb also completed the Summer Servants program. Their
mom Susie stated, “Sometimes I see him
reciting the verses when he’s home from
college, making sure he still knows them.”
CC Oxnard’s youth group also strongly
emphasizes worship. “Being taught to worship spares them so much,” Susie expressed.
“God inhabits His people’s praises. It’s so
important to give them a safe place to be
vulnerable and express to God their need for
Him and their praise of His worthiness.”

Crying Out

In 2012, Lance stated, “I was powerfully
led by the Holy Spirit to do a four-week
series on revival and prayer. Afterward,
we decided to ‘put it into practice’ and
devoted our midweek services to prayer for
one month. The church was about threequarters full—which is pretty good for a
prayer meeting! The prayer was intense, and
what was birthed in our fellowship continues to bear good fruit. There’s a growing
sense that we must continue to plead with
God to send revival to the church nationally,
to our own church, and into our homes.”
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