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In a country with few evangelical believers,
a time together strengthens their shared vision
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Knowing Calvary Cork, Ireland’s 11:15 a.m.
Sunday service was early by Irish standards,
Pastor Mike Neglia had expected his 9 a.m.
prayer service to be sparsely attended. He
recalled, “I started off in a side room with
a few chairs and began my devotion as
people started trickling in. Before long, I
had to stop in the middle of my message to
move to the main sanctuary. For once, I was
thrilled to be interrupted, because people
wanted to pray!”
In September 2011, the second annual
Calvary Chapel Ireland Conference was
held in Avoca, Ireland. A joint effort of
Calvary Chapel pastors in Ireland, the weekend retreat was intended to encourage and
inform CC congregations and likeminded
Irish believers. “We hope this conference
can be a place for people to be affirmed in
their faith and celebrate Jesus with others,”
said Mike.
CC Pastor Kevin Fitzgerald of CrossPoint
Community Church in Dublin, Ireland,
remembers the power of shared vision at his
first pastors’ conference in the U.S. After a
decade of church-planting in Ireland, he
feels the need for uniting is greater among
Ireland’s evangelical minority. He explained,

Pastor Rob Prendergast of CC South
London addresses Irish Christians.
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“The Republic of Ireland is over 98 percent
culturally Catholic. The remaining two percent includes non-Christian religions, cults,
and a few evangelical Christians. Out of
those, how many are receiving solid, biblical teaching?” For the 120 attendees of the
2011 event, the weekend was a once-a-year
experience of corporate worship that many
American Christians enjoy every Sunday.
Mike commented, “We all have pretty small
congregations by American standards, so
fellowship can be scarce.” Though united
with believers of varying denominations,
Mike said there is something special about
gathering the CC family and those who
share its values, such as verse-by-verse
teaching and exercising spiritual gifts.

Refreshed by the Spirit

The 2011 theme was the Holy Spirit’s work
in the book of Acts. “As pastors, we wanted
our flocks to understand more deeply and
to experience the Holy Spirit in their lives,
and we felt Acts contained some key factors,” said Kevin. “Every culture has roadblocks that need overcoming. Insecurity is
one of Ireland’s. Grace is a hard thing to see
take root here because the default religious
mindset is on earning God’s favor through
works rather than responding to the Holy

Speakers Nick Long, left, pastor of CC Siegen, Germany, and John Henry Corcoran,
right, from CC Costa Mesa, CA, chat with Agustis Bremicker from Berlin.
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Irish Christians gathered at Ovoca Manor for renewal
and encouragement during the CC Ireland Conference.
The weekend provided often-isolated Calvary Chapel
congregations a chance to worship and learn together.
Joshua Smith of CC Bible College York, England, helps a
child with a craft while her parents attend the conference.
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Ireland

Pastor David Sylvester of CC York shares truths from God’s Word during a rare day
of Irish sunshine. Photo by Monchi Lados
Spirit’s work. We want people to understand
that God’s attitude toward us doesn’t change
from day to day—He just loves us.”
Assistance for the conference came from the
larger Calvary family in Europe and the U.S.
All of the speakers and helpers had some
connection with the Irish church—whether
having grown up in Ireland, visited regularly,
or taught and learned beside Irish students
at Bible college. Music was provided by
Pastor David Sylvester of CC York, England,
in order to allow the Irish musicians attending a chance to be in the congregation. Many
of them later commented that they enjoyed
being able to focus on worshiping, without
the responsibilities of leading. Attendees
also heard verse-by-verse teaching from
new perspectives, including Pastor Robert
Prendergast of CC South London, England.
Robert spoke on Christian maturity and
missions through messages entitled “Grow
up” and “Get out.” Mike commented, “In a
respectful and challenging way, Rob encouraged Irish men to step up to their callings.”
Andrea Quin of Calvary Cork commented,
“By gathering together, you get both a bigger
picture of God’s work in Ireland and a fresh
understanding of His awesomeness and love
for each sinner.” Having grown very close to
her church family over her four years there,
the weekend provided Andrea with a chance
to deepen those connections while forging
new ones. She was amazed to find herself
sitting down for meals and having spiritually
open conversations with people who were
strangers only hours before. Most importantly, she recalled, “The moving of the Holy
Spirit was very evident. The week leading
up to the conference, I had been quite ill
and was not in the right mood. I’d lost my
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voice, but it’s amazing when you can’t sing
how much time you have to see God working through the song lyrics, reminding you
of His Word’s promises. God reminded me
that I’m never alone—His Spirit guides me.”
Months later, Mike continues to receive positive feedback. One man
recently told Mike that
since the conference, he
has a deepened awareness
Pastor Kevin of God’s daily presence in
his life. While stressing
Fitzgerald
that it’s not about numbers,
Kevin added, “I have invested 25 percent of
my life in a country with six small CCs, so
it’s incredibly rewarding to see a venue slowly
filling with people and to observe the results
of the intangible things God has been doing.
... We’re casting a vision.”

Yvonne Peterson, right, of Calvary Chapel

Carrigaline, prays with Madalena Dike of CrossPoint after a session in which believers were encouraged to exercise spiritual gifts.

In January, the Fitzgeralds transitioned
to ministry at CC Bible College Europe in
Vajta, Hungary. Shawn Tebbe now pastors
CrossPoint in Dublin.

“But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of
Acts 1:8
the earth.”
Calvary Cork, Ireland

www.calvarycork.org
youtube.com/calvarycorcaigh
mike@calvarycork.org

During a break between sessions, Alana Power and Sheila Malone from Calvary Waterford
discuss what they are learning about the Holy Spirit’s work in their lives.

Children practice hand motions to their Philippians 4:13 memory verse.
VBS programs allowed the conference to be a whole-church opportunity.
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