


dropped. | knew | had to change every
thing about my life completely.” Catherine
received her first Bible that night. Since
accepting Christ's grace and forgiveness
she has continued attending the “Monday
Nights Live” Bible study each week at
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa (CCCM).

Upon beginning the Vision event two years
ago, according to CCCM's pastor of Monday
Nights Live, Garid Beeler, “We stepped out
of the ‘box’ and onto a field. For six weeks
during the summer, we set up a stage out
side. Instead of our regular Monday Nights
Live study, we hosted something for people
who might otherwise never enter church ggyig presents the message of
doors—but who might be willing to come {0 ¢4 giveness through Christ’'s sacri ce.

a field on a nice summer evening.” For years,

Monday Nights Live has been an evening of

evangelism and Bible study. Though specifimusician performed and the Gospel was
cally geared for young adults, the event haspresented. Vision 2011 was broadcast live
been well attended by people of all ages. Then the church’s radio station, K-Wave, and
study has become well-known throughout many who didn't attend the first night heard
Calvary Chapels in Southern California, and the broadcast and came the next week—
many drive from nearby cities. About 1,000 some with unbelieving friends or family.
people typically come, and believers- fre
quently bring unsaved friends.

Each time, dozens responded to the 4nvi
tation to have their sins forgiven and to
Although grateful for the hundreds who surrender their lives to Christ. “The Lord
have received Christ on Monday nights over affirmed that it is His Word the Holy Spirit
the years, Garid desired to reach those whauses to convict of sin,” Garid commented.
weren't there. “In Luke 4, Jesus said He cam& he Word of God pierces hearts and brings
to give recovery of sight to the blind,” Garid about repentance.”

explained. “We prayed that God would use

g Ty

the Vision event to provide sight to those “People from all walks of life attended,” Garid people from many di erent backgrounds attended the outreach, which was held in a baseball eld. At the evening’s conclusion, dozens responded to the Gospel and walked

who were spiritually blind.”
grown up in the church, and many who had
“The Spirit of the L is upon Me  never heard the Gospel. Several told us they
[Jesus], because He has anointed;ad preconceived ideas that church Yva_snEChurch staff member Jack_|e Smith recalled,
or them—they thought they wouldn't fit “That first Monday, | was tired and almost
Me to preach the gospel to the POOM, or feared that they weren't dressed welldidn't go. After all, | knew the event was for
He has sent Me to heal the brokenenough. Many told us they experienced apeople who did not know Christ. But | went,
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the paradigm shift. Some asked, ‘You surf andand God spoke to my heart. As | watched
captives and recovery of sight toyoure a pa§tor?’ During t_he event, | saw sopeople respon_d to Christ during t_he invita
the blind” many enjoying great music and worshiping tion to trust Him, I thoughtWhat if there
) God for perhaps the first time” were no believers here; what if there were no
prayer support® reminded me how vital
Before each event, the community wasAccording to Garid, “This area is very mate prayer is—it's God’s Spirit, after all, Who
invited to spend Monday afternoons enjoy rialistic. There’s a lot of Christianity, but it changes hearts.”
ing a skate park constructed in the park can be predominantly cultural. We met peo
ing lot. Then in the evening, a Christian ple who were second- and third-generation The event was not without challenges. “Any
descendants of believers, but time you allow the Lord to take you eut

Luke 4:18a

who knew more about the side of your comfort zone, there is going
club scene than God’s Word. to be spiritual opposition,” Garid said. “We
We saw the Lord powerfully planned the event to benefit the comimu
use His Word in so many nity, but we also saw God use it to refine
lives. He gets all the glory for us. He taught us about battling discourage
what He accomplished dur ment and provided us the chance to live
ing these weeks” out Philippians 4:13—‘I can do all things

“e saw the ord powerfully
use is ord in so many lives.”

Pastor Garid Beeler

through Christ who strengthens me.”
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On Vision's final night, martial arts expert

Victor Marx joined Garid on the platform

for a live interview. Victor's voice boomed
out over the crowd as he shared his radica
testimony of childhood abuse, dysfunctional
family life, and anger. Through faith in Jesus,
Victor said, he had found life change. Spring-
boarding off Victor's story, Garid presented

the Gospel of forgiveness through Christ.
“You don't have to live the rest of your life

based on your past,” Garid concluded. “If
you come to Him, God will give you beauty
in the place of ashes. It's not about where you
are from—but where you are headezZ

CC Costa Mesa, CA
www.MondayNightsLive.com
garidbeeler@calvarychapel.com
714-979-4422

continued. “There were many who had forward to commit or rededicate their lives to Christ by turning away from sin and turning to Jesus?hoto by Rachel Kuhn

N
Garid interviews Chris August about his song 7x70, in which Chris re ected
on how he experienced healing by obeying Jesus’ command to forgive.
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