Pure Rebellion

Be Transformed
An interactive multimedia event points teens & young
adults to purity, addressing today’s temptations.
Story by Sandy Hodges

As the evening’s events came to a close, three
crosses were placed as gathering points at
the front of the sanctuary in CC Amarillo,
TX. The church’s senior pastor, Bill Gehm,
observed from the rear. He scanned the
dimly lit room, awestruck at the number of
youth that had gathered at the altar. Some
knelt before a cross, others stood in worship,
but all were invited to meet God. Almost
500 youth from the Amarillo area gathered
at the event, some driving from over an hour
away. “I was blessed to watch over 100 kids
go to the altar to receive Christ or recommit their lives,” Bill shared. The invitation
for them to go forward was given after a
youth pastor presented the Gospel. Bill
was impressed with the message: “It wasn’t
a little five minute sermonette. He brought
the uncompromising message of Jesus and
Him crucified,” he continued. “That was
the point of the whole night; everything
else was just building toward it.” Weeks
later, Bill baptized four of the youth from
his church whose lives had been changed
and surrendered to Christ during the visit of
Pure Rebellion—a youth-orientated multimedia outreach.

“Come to Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will
Matthew 11:28
give you rest.”
In 2005, Pastor Rob Verdeyen of Calvary
Chapel Corvallis, OR, shared with Todd
and Jackie Gatlin a vision that his church
leadership had. Rob believed that a sexual
purity ministry would begin in one city
and spread from there. He told the Gatlins
that he thought that city was their hometown, Colorado Springs, CO. In 2008, Todd,
Jackie, and their four children visited Israel
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Youth worship Christ at CC Aurora, CO, at the close of an earlier outreach. The event closes each night with prayer and praise.
Photo by Todd Gatlin

Dr. Diane Foley, left, talks about the
negative impact of premarital relations
as Emcee Garrett Gatlin listens.

Photo by Todd Gatlin

with a group from CC Corvallis. “God
did an amazing work in each of us,” Todd
related. “We came back with a burden to
serve the Lord however He saw fit.” That
burden brought Todd to his knees in
prayer. “Throughout 2008, I prayed
diligently each day asking God to use
our lives,” he recalled. “At the end of
the year, my wife and I sensed that we
should approach this idea of a ministry promoting purity inrelationships.”
Having no prior experience, Todd and
Jackie Gatlin decided to start Pure
Rebellion. “We were totally out of our
element and reliant on God,” Todd
acknowledged. A team devoted specifically to prayer for the ministry was
organized first and continues to meet
weekly. “There have been hundreds of
petitions brought before the Lord, and
He has answered every one,” he shared.
Andrew and Janae Krause share their
“He is faithful to answer requests when
they line up with His will.”
story with attendees in Amarillo, TX.

In a dynamic, multimedia presentation called Pure Rebellion, skits and dramas convey to teens and young adults the dangers of following
worldly expectations and encourages them to rebel against those impure standards. Photo by Todd Gatlin
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Pure Rebellion

Anneliese Gatlin plays a girl who is rescued by Jesus from the snares of Satan.
Photo by Jessica Cearley

Now this is the confidence that we
have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. And if we know that He
hears us, whatever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions
that we have asked of Him.
1 John 5:14-15
It took almost a year of planning before
they held the first event in 2009 at their
home church, Rocky Mountain Calvary in
Colorado Springs. The result was a fastmoving program designed to challenge
teens about issues that relate to them.
Andrea Butts was a shy 12-year-old from
Colorado Springs when she attended the
inaugural Pure Rebellion event. “At first I
felt very convicted,” Andrea recalled. She
sat in the back at the event and would not
engage with people. Underneath that rigid
front, Andrea was listening to the messages.
She was inspired by the teaching on inner
purity. “When your heart isn’t pure, then
you aren’t pure,” Andrea explained. After
attending Pure Rebellion, Andrea began
making changes in her life. “I wanted to
help people and to try to teach and share
the Gospel with people,” she remembered.
Afterward, she began attending Rocky
Mountain Calvary more frequently and
became involved in church activities. Todd
commented, “She had walls up around her,
but God broke through. Now she’s such a
vibrant part of the ministry at our church.”
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In Amarillo, a time of praise follows an invitation for attendees to respond to the Gospel by committing their lives to Christ. While many worship, two volunteers sit on the floor
comforting and praying with a girl who responded to the message of the hope believers have in Christ. Photo by Kevin Briles
Junior High Pastor Erik Galloway from
Rocky Mountain Calvary in Colorado
Springs, CO, shares the Gospel.
Photo by Gabriel Doty

He who has begun a good work in
you will complete it until the day
of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:6b
This spring, the ministry of Pure Rebellion
traveled to CC Amarillo. Curious teens
and young adults entering the four-hour
event were greeted with loud music and
large screens flashing with images. It proceeded with a multi-faceted program which
founders Todd and Jackie Gatlin describe
as “a radical presentation on sex and rela-

tionships.” Media clips and texting polls
continued throughout the program, giving the audience an opportunity to voice
their opinions. Speakers gave their personal
testimonies of how they overcame huge
obstacles. “They are really incredible stories of the destructiveness of sexual sin and
redemption that can only come through
Jesus,” Todd said. One speaker shared how
an escalating addiction to pornography
ruined his marriage and family, ending in
divorce. With the help of a Christian friend,
he rededicated his life to God, was delivered from porn, and was eventually able to
reconcile to and remarry his wife. Another
speaker, Dr. Diane Foley, exposed the physical repercussion of pre-marital relationships,
as well as the emotional and spiritual scars it
can cause. In one illustration, she compared

pre-marital relationships to tape that has
been used several times, leaving it covered
with unwanted material and unable to stick
well. Todd added, “Everyone in the audience has made mistakes. Jesus came to pay
for every sin, great or small.”

Keep your heart with all diligence,
for out of it spring the issues of life.
Proverbs 4:23
Two energetic performances during the
event are a dance and a drama. The drama
unfolds to the song “Everything” by the
Christian band Lifehouse. Todd and Jackie’s
18-year-old daughter Anneliese Gatlin
played a key role in creating and performing
both shows. “God pierces my heart through

Pure Rebellion team member Janae Krause, right, prays for a girl in Amarillo
who was affected by the message. Photo by Kevin Briles
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Volunteer Brandon Biggers, left, of CC Amarillo prays for a young man at the altar who was moved by the evening’s message.
Photo by Kevin Briles

dance and drama,” Anneliese expressed.
“We do a twist on the Lifehouse Everything
drama, but add some elements that are
original and more specific to sexual purity.”
The drama depicts a girl who is enticed by
Satan’s temptations. After struggling on
her own she returns to Jesus, Who protects
her from the attacks of the devil. Anneliese
related, “People have been really broken by
seeing a physical representation of what sin
really does, how easily it ensnares us, the
struggle to get past those things, but how
Jesus can come in and take all the pain away.”

Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall
Proverbs 3:5-6
direct your paths.
Emily Henriquez, a youth group member at
CC Amarillo, said she related to the drama
and it was her favorite part of the event. “I
used to be in a dark place, but I got better,”
Emily declared. After the message, when
the invitation was given to approach the
altar, Emily and her friends went forward
and made a commitment to follow Jesus.
“At the outreach, I felt empowered by God to
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The audience worships while a band concludes the event at CC Amarillo.
Photo by Lauren Paris

make that decision,” she said. A few weeks
after the event, Emily made a public declaration of her decision by being baptized.

For God did not send His Son into
the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him
John 3:17
might be saved.

Another Pure Rebellion event will be held on
October 7- 8 this year in Pueblo, CO.

Pure Rebellion

www.purerebellion.org
info@purerebellion.org
719-660-9924

