Children’s ministry worker Robin teaches about Jesus’ resurrection at the weekly
Potter’s Kids Club on the mainland. About 500 kids attend each Saturday.

Redemption in the Ravaged
Pearl of Africa

One by one, images of tragedy and beauty,
horror and then hope, floated across the
projector screen. Attendees of the property dedication service at Calvary Chapel
Entebbe, Uganda, were watching a slideshow
about the property—and God’s redeeming
work. “The land had been a garbage dump,”
explained missionary Craig Linquist, CC
Entebbe’s pastor. “The area had a seedy reputation; women were afraid to go there for
fear of being attacked or raped.” When the
church acquired the 2½-acre field in 2006,
“God took a garbage dump, transformed it,
and began using it for His kingdom,” continued Craig. The slideshow portrayed the

land “as an analogy of our lives—which God
changes from trash heaps into something
beautiful and useful.”

He has sent redemption to His
people; He has commanded His
covenant forever: Holy and awePsalm 111:9
some is His name.
Craig and his wife Loren planted CC
Entebbe in 2005. Today the church’s 150
adults proclaim God’s Word and serve each
other, their community, and the city’s nearby
islands through medical, vocational, and
educational ministries. Hundreds of children
attend Kids Clubs and an elementary school,
and splintered families have been restored.

A Place for the Weary

The church began in Craig, Loren, and their
three sons’ Entebbe living room. When they
began searching for a location, “We weren’t
expecting a struggle, but it was,” Craig said.
He was eventually shown a piece of land
on the outskirts of town. But the rundown,
rural atmosphere didn’t suit his expectations
for a church closer to the city, so the quest
continued. Six months later when a different real estate agent showed Craig the same
property, the Linquists wondered if God was
at work. When the necessary finances were
suddenly provided, they bought the property.

Children line up for a meal during Calvary Chapel Entebbe’s monthly Kids Club on Zinga Island, which is about 2½ hours by boat
from Entebbe, Uganda.
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Outreach teams from CC Entebbe visit six Lake Victoria islands once monthly each.
They do children’s and medical ministries on the poverty-stricken, isolated islands.

“At the dedication,” said Craig, “we learned
that the field had been an execution ground
during Idi Amin’s reign of terror. Until
then—1971—Uganda was called ‘The Pearl
7
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Pastor Craig Linquist, right, serves food at Kids Club. Helping are, left to right: John and Diana Michaels, Jean McClure, and
Steve Venable. Craig, his wife Loren, and their three sons were sent by CC San Jose, CA, to minister in Uganda in 2004.
of Africa.’ But within six years, it became
one of Africa’s poorest countries. Its sense of
order completely dissolved. Until ’86, unrest
was constant.”
When the Linquists entered Uganda in
2004, “We immediately felt overwhelmed,”
recalled Craig. “Poverty, abandonment, and
AIDS were everywhere. We wondered how
people could hear truth amidst such need.”
Exhausted late one night, Craig read from
Isaiah,

family sees God’s broad work of restoration
in that people are willing, in a superstitious
culture that fears anything related to death,
to attend church on a former execution site.
“Ugandans are leery of land previously used
for a bad purpose,” Craig explained. “But
this is a place God has redeemed.”

Let the Little Children

CC Entebbe’s first official service attracted
20 adults—and 200 children. Many came

with friends or relatives; others were
dropped off by parents wanting their kids
to attend but not to come personally. “Early
on, we realized children’s ministry would be
a big part of our work,” Craig said. In 2008,
the church began a literacy program that has
since turned into Calvary Chapel Christian
Academy. By employing local believers, the
elementary school both provides Ugandan
teachers an opportunity to earn a living and
give students a Christian education.

If you extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul,
then your light shall dawn in the
darkness. … The Lord will guide
you continually, and satisfy your
soul in drought, and strengthen
Isaiah 58:10-11a
your bones.
These words have shaped the Linquists’
ministry, guiding them to minister comprehensively to people’s physical hunger and
spiritual affliction. “Obviously, teaching
God’s Word is always the foundation,” Craig
said. “But when you’re serving in a devastated society, you can’t divorce physical ministry from spiritual. They go together.” The
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Bosco, center, and the church’s praise team lead the congregation. Children
worship alongside the adults for a few songs before leaving for Sunday school.

A child receives a warm meal at Kids Club on a Saturday. Many say the nutritious lunches are the best meal they eat all week.
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Pam Rozell explains math to boys at CC Christian Academy, which expands upward
by one grade each year. The school’s students are sponsored through Potter’s Field.

Pastor Mike Rozell, director of Potter’s Field Ministries, addresses hundreds of Christian and Muslim children at Potter’s Kids Club. Using a hand-cranked potter’s wheel made from
an automobile axle, Mike conveyed the biblical concept that God is a master Potter and humans are the clay in His hands.

Left to right: James, Daphine, and Teddy lead kids in worship. Daphine, who is still
a student, serves by teaching in the school. Her several siblings attend Kids Club.

About 500 children gather at CC Entebbe
on Saturdays for Potter’s Kids Club. In addition to hearing Bible stories, playing games,
and having lunch, “The kids get badges and
awards for Bible verses they’ve memorized
during the week,” explained Mike Rozell.
Mike directs Potter’s Field Ministries, a
Montana-based organization that came
alongside CC Entebbe in 2009. In addition
to supporting Kids Club and island outreach, Mike and his wife Pam have formed
a sponsorship program that benefits about
120 Christian and Muslim children. The
kids receive an education, a hot meal each
day, and opportunity to learn about Jesus.

the foundation of his life is God’s Word. It
directs everything he does.” Alex is now
an elder, and Margaret continues to lead
women. “She gathers those whose husbands
won’t come, and they pray,” Craig said. “She
encourages them to keep praying, based on
what she has seen God do in her husband.”
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Mike first visited Uganda at the invitation of
Craig’s friend Don McClure, then pastor of
Calvary Way in Newport Beach, CA. “Africa
has affected Pam’s and my life,” Mike said.
“We’ll never be the same. I’ve been all over
the world and seen poverty; it’s not that.
It’s kids without parents. It’s overwhelming
when they look at you with big eyes and
say, ‘Can you help—just a little?’ But in the
Lord’s strength, you do what you can, one
child at a time.”

Waiting on the Lord

Widowhood and abandonment, Craig
said, make two-parent families unusual in

Uganda. Even among those married, Craig
added, “The women often come to church,
but their men don’t want ‘religion.’”
Margaret Otte, one of CC Entebbe’s earliest
members, had earlier become disillusioned
with the hype and pleas for money of previous churches she had attended. Always
alone, she consistently prayed that her husband, Alex, would come with her. “The family was struggling financially, but Margaret
was still serving and praying,” Craig said.
Eventually Alex noticed the church’s service
toward widows, such as its farm cooperative
that provided single women opportunity to

work and feed their children. “It attracted
his attention that we were doing good
deeds,” Craig commented. After six months
of Margaret’s consistent prayers, Alex began
coming to church—though interested only
in the believers’ social projects. A scientifically-minded weather forecaster, “He discussed a humanitarian project with me after
almost every sermon,” remembered Craig.
“But he didn’t see Scripture as important.”
Today, “Alex won’t stop talking about the
Bible,” Craig continued. “God took the scales
off his eyes. He still loves to use his mind
and do projects, but he loves the Lord—and

But those who wait on the Lord
shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings like
eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not
Isaiah 40:31
faint.

Craig’s wife Loren also serves in the women’s
ministry. On a recent Saturday, “I woke up
complaining about feeling lousy at being
a pastor’s wife in a foreign country,” she
remembered. “We were having our ladies’
day, and I felt inept to oversee it. I just kept
praying, asking God to lead. … I was scared
about this event. I told Craig how I missed
the U.S., where things are stable and predictable. Here you never know what will happen.
Translators may come late or not at all.”
The day included women from various
tribes, dressed in traditional clothing,
praising God in their language. “The Lord
11
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Island women watch believers play with their children. The team uses games, Bible
stories, and Scripture memory to teach Kids Club participants how to know God.

Craig, grandson of Bible teacher Alan
Redpath of England, grew up as a thirdgeneration missionary kid in Africa. He
and Loren married in 1992 and lived in
California, intending to serve overseas; but
when Loren soon became pregnant, the
organization they planned to work with
barred their departure. “I knew the Lord
was saying I wasn’t ready,” Craig commented. “It was very humbling.” He worked
in a company for seven years before becoming assistant pastor at CC San Jose, CA.
There Pastor Don McClure—who had been
trained by Alan Redpath—mentored Craig.
Then in 2003, Craig recalled, “God opened
the door for us to come to Africa.” In five
months the family sold their home, distributed their belongings, and raised support.

Established and Sent by God

Every Friday and some Tuesdays, CC
Entebbe utilizes the city’s location on Lake
Victoria to visit islands by canoe. Six islands
are each served with monthly Kids Clubs,
and trips to other impoverished islands are
sporadic. “Those who go on these outreaches
were raised up in Christ in the church,” Craig
said. “We especially try to take youth.”
Forty-five believers, mostly teens and medical personnel, recently took a three-day
camping trip to an island of about 1,000
people. The team tested locals for HIV,
taught on the disease’s prevention, and
preached the Gospel at evening rallies. “It
was a great opportunity to share Christ.
People were very open,” Craig said.

Youth Pastor Godfrey Waidhuba leads children in a game during Kids Club on Kakyanga Island. Since the CC Entebbe volunteers don’t know how to swim, many opt to wear life
vests during the entire visit.
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Though Craig and Loren continue to guide,
today CC Entebbe’s ministry is led largely
by nationals. “Pastor Godfrey directs the
multitude of children’s and youth ministries,”
explained Loren. “Pastor Julius oversees
the widows and orphans, and Pastor Deus
is the administrator. Without our Ugandan
brothers and sisters, we surely could not do
this ministry. We began at the Holy Spirit’s
prompting, and God has sent the helpers to
carry it out.”

Entebbe, Uganda
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A team member diagnoses a sick baby on Kakyanga Island, which is a one hour’s
boat ride from Entebbe. A nurse from the church leads the medical outreaches.

couldn’t have planned it better,” Loren said.
“The day was incredible. The songs exalted
Jesus, and I sat there awed that God allows
me to serve here. I asked the Lord’s forgiveness for my faithless complaining. He
orchestrated the entire day, as He always
does so wonderfully. And because we never
know what will happen, we have to rely on
Him totally.”

Two of Craig and Loren’s three sons
attend the very school Craig did during
his own childhood as a missionary kid.

Back when CC Entebbe began meeting on its
property in 2006, the church had no building. For 2½ years they met in circus tents—
which were repeatedly knocked flat by violent storms. “Nearly every Sunday, I woke
up in the night wondering if the tents would
be there in the morning,” Craig said. “When
we built, it was such a relief to have something permanent. Dedicating the building to
the Lord was a huge celebration.”

And let the beauty of the Lord our
God be upon us, and establish the
Psalm 90:17a
work of our hands.

CC Entebbe, Uganda

www.pottersfield.org
craigofthejungle@gmail.com
(011) +256-702-678-652

Entebbe

UGANDA
Lake
Victoria

RWANDA
Tanzania
Entebbe is Uganda’s historic capital
and is located on the northern shore
of Lake Victoria, the second largest
freshwater lake in the world.
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