KAUAI

Kauai, Hawaii

EYES UPON THE LORD

The most western of the Hawaiian Islands, Kauai is known for
its natural beauty. However, the seeming paradise is riddled
with New Age mysticism, cultic practices, and drug abuse.
Story and photos by Tom Price

Services and activities are held in a large white tent until the
new building is completed. The church ofﬁces are in a trailer.

Pastor Bob Hallman, right, prays for a
believer before the Sunday service.

CC Kauai

Pastor Bob Hallman of CC Kauai stood
near a cross on a hill overlooking the town
of Kapa’a on the eastern edge of the island.
Behind him were massive white tents that
served as CC Kauai’s sanctuary, classrooms,
and a skate park. The church office was in a
trailer on the edge of the property.

For we have no power
against this great multitude
that is coming against us;
nor do we know what to do,
but our eyes are upon You.
2 Chronicles 20:12b

A cross at CC Kauai overlooks the town of Kapa’a and the ocean’s edge on the Hawaiian Island of Kauai.

Looking out over the 66 acres recently purchased by the church, Bob explained their
plans: to build dorms for missionaries and
future Bible college students, to open their
facility to Messianic Jews from Israel for
teaching and encouragement, and to provide several acres of land to U-Turn for
Christ—a CC drug and alcohol rehabilitation program. Bob stopped in mid-sentence,
his voice cracking with emotion.
“Of course, all of this is a miracle and blessing
from the Lord,” Bob said. “But it is also an
answer to prayer as well as the culmination
of the crying out of so many that had come
before us.” Over the past several decades,
church plants had come and gone—pastors
leaving for a myriad of physical and spiritual
reasons. CC Kauai is now more than 400
worshipers strong.

Becky Hallman, right, and her husband Bob, background, enjoy ministering together.

“I try to stay in touch with the two pastors
that were here before us, to let them know
that their efforts were not in vain,” he said.
In the past, some Calvary Chapel leaders
had even felt an oppressive spirit prevailing
under the surface beauty of the seemingly
tropical paradise. Bob remembered what the
apostle Paul had said in 1 Corinthians.

I planted, Apollos watered, but God
gave the increase. So then neither
he who plants is anything, nor he
who waters, but God who gives the
increase. Now he who plants and he
who waters are one, and each one will
receive his own reward according to
1 Corinthians 3:6-8
his own labor.
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Kauai, Hawaii

“Tell them that they don’t
have to break in ... that we
still love them.” Pastor Bob Hallman

Friday night skate ministry provides
direction and fellowship. It also reaches
youth from non-Christian families.

Bobby Schutz, head of the skateboard ministry, leads a short Bible study each week,
explaining how Jesus can impact the lives of the young skaters.
equipment was strewn about the property.
Paint ball gear had been used to spray the
entire church tent, inside and out.

Each Sunday service, one song includes traditional Hawaiian dance with motions interpreting the words to the song. Above,
Malie, worship team singer and church secretary, does the Hula as the worship team plays.

Increased Visibility

The church has grown steadily as their visibility in the community has grown. A
dam broke during an unusually wet winter two years ago, flooding and ruining
many homes. CC Kauai volunteers had
then just returned from helping Hurricane
Katrina victims repair their homes on the
Gulf Coast. Upon their return, Bob called a
popular radio station host of a local station
and offered assistance to those impacted
by the flood—especially first responders
whose homes had been damaged. For several weeks, the radio host helped coordinate
relief efforts for the church.
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The tent houses Sunday morning services, above, as
well as weekly outreaches.
“This is what true Christianity is all about,”
the radio host proclaimed over the airwaves.
Through the tragedy, the community recognized the church as a resource to turn to in
time of need.

Pastor Bob Hallman

The following Easter the church had a community outreach with a petting zoo, slippery
slide, horseback riding, mountain boarding, and paint ball contests. That week the
church was vandalized overnight. Church

“All of you guys are not admitting that you
vandalized the church,” said Bob. “But if you
did, then the kindness that we are showing
to you is the same kindness that God shows
toward all of us.” He explained that the
church was not only willing to forgive the
vandals but also wanted to welcome them to
enjoy skatingboarding on the church’s property. He added, “This is the same way that
God shows us favor that we don’t deserve.”

Bob’s first reaction was hurt and anger.
Evidence pointed to a gang of young teens,
from 12 to 15 years old, who called themselves “The Low-Income Posse.” This group
of juveniles had been vandalizing the community, breaking into stores, and stealing.
Bob said, “Then I felt the Lord speak to my
heart to simply view this as an open door to
ministry. This was a chance to illustrate to
these young teens the grace and mercy that
God had shown us.” As believers surveyed
the damage that morning, two members of
the “Posse” rode up on their bikes. “What
happened here?” the likely culprits asked
innocently. Without blaming them, Bob
said, “I know that you know who did this.
Tell them that they don’t have to break in
here. Tell them that we still love them. Ask
them to help us clean this up.”
To Bob’s amazement, more than a dozen
young teens from the “Posse” returned two
hours later. Feigning disbelief at the destruction, the boys began to help. Ladies from

the church came with food for everyone.
The leader of the teens asked why everyone
was being so nice to them. “It’s called grace,”
Bob said. Seeing the confused looks on the
boys’ faces, Bob offered to explain more to
them and had everyone sit in a circle.

The ringleader blurted out, “So why did Jesus
have to die on the cross?” Bob explained that
only someone perfect could be the substitution for the sins of the world. The only
perfect human being to walk the earth was
God’s own Son, Jesus Christ. The youngster who had asked the question stood up
and asked to receive Christ into his heart.
He gave a wordless signal, and the rest of
the “Posse” stood with him. Bob led them
in a prayer, repenting of sin and accepting
Christ’s forgiveness. Afterwards, the teens
helped put everything back in order.
The Wailua River has one of the island’s
many waterfalls. Kauai has Hawaii’s
only navigable rivers.

Soon after that, police reported that the
crime spree came to an abrupt halt. Members
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“The goal is ...
to help men
ﬁnd freedom in
Christ from their
addictions.”

of the “Posse” are now faithfully coming to
different church skating events—some even
attending Sunday school. Believers built new
skate ramps, and the church began holding
skating competitions for the youth.
Bob reflected on the incident. “The real life
and joy of this ministry is to watch God initiate opportunities for evangelism. When
the ringleader asked why Jesus had to die
on the cross and then encouraged the entire
‘Posse’ to receive Christ, I had to just praise
God. None of us could have orchestrated an
opportunity like that.”

Pastor Lance Kerwin, U-Turn for Christ

For the battle is not yours, but
2 Chronicles 20:15b
God’s.
While both Bob and his wife, Becky, had
grown up on Oahu, he was pastoring a
church in New York in the 1990s. Neither
Bob nor his wife had an interest to return
to the Hawaiian Islands. Then, in the
mid-1990s, Pastor Bill Stonebraker of CC
Honolulu asked Bob to consider coming
to Kauai to minister at a church that had
recently lost its pastor. Through many different circumstances, Bob felt the Lord leading him there. He, Becky, and their two sons
moved to Kauai in 1996. Bruce Baumgartner,
from CC Chino Hills, CA, joined the Kauai
church as assistant pastor and worship leader
in 2003 with his family.

Kauai Bible College

Kauai Bible College began this past fall
with 30 full-time students and is located on
CC Kauai’s property. With Josh Turansky
as director, the school is an extension campus of Calvary Chapel Bible College in
Murrieta. Bible College leaders also oversee CC South Shore—where the pastor
recently returned to the mainland—and
returning students will serve at the church
under the supervision of an on-staff pastor.
The unique arrangement allows a hands-on
practicum for students and is part of the
course curriculum.

“One lost sheep
is returning.”
Pastor Lance Kerwin,
U-Turn for Christ

50

Pastor Lance Kerwin, right, director of U-Turn for Christ, prays with Robert who had
abandoned the program but returned and asked to be forgiven and reinstated.

Breaking Down Strongholds:
U-Turn for Christ
“What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if he loses one of them, does
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which
is lost until he finds it?
Luke 15:4
“One lost sheep is returning,” commented
Lance Kerwin, director of U-Turn for Christ
in Hawaii. “Jesus said He would leave the
flock in order to find one sheep that had lost
its way. And Robert certainly did lose his
way.” Robert had been a model participant
in U-Turn’s addiction ministry until he vanished a week earlier. Rules are severe for those
who quit without permission, since many
participants are given a choice by a court
between spending time in prison or going
through the program. U-Turn for Christ is a

Jesus-centered restoration program for drug
and alcohol addiction that recently opened
a facility on Kauai. U-Turn for Christ began
in Southern California and has several ministries connected with Calvary Chapels
around the world.

U-Turn attendees begin their day with a
predawn Bible study in Proverbs.

Men from U-Turn block a creek on the church’s land. CC Kauai donated part of their
66-acre property to the U-Turn ministry. Program participants assist at the church.

before daybreak for the Proverbs Bible study
around the campfire.

Lance watched as a U-Turn van pulled up.
Robert sheepishly stepped out, then hugged
all the men and apologized for letting them
down. He waited hesitantly for a reaction
from the director, knowing that Lance’s
response would determine whether he continued in the program. Lance slowly walked
up to Robert, gave him a hug, and told
him that God still loved him and so did he.
Choking back tears, Robert visibly relaxed.
Lance prayed with Robert and then welcomed him back to the program. U-Turn’s
routine includes working in the fields and
on various building projects, Bible study,
prayer, getting to bed early, and then up

Lance understood failure. Growing up as a
teenage TV star in Southern California (see
personal testimony, page 45), Lance had
been unable to overcome his addiction to
crack cocaine until going through the UTurn for Christ program in the late 1990s.
After finishing the program and becoming
an overseer there, he worked in different UTurn ministries for a decade before being
sent to Hawaii, one of the highest-ranked
states in the nation for alcohol and substance abuse.

Lance grow from program participant into
spiritual leader, dramatically changed by the
Holy Spirit. “There had been a tremendous
need in our 50th state, as drugs and alcohol
have wreaked havoc throughout Hawaii,”
said Gerry. When Pastor Bob Hallman, CC
Kauai, offered land on the church’s 66 acres
for a U-Turn facility, Gerry knew that Lance
was the man to lead the program there.
Gerry began U-Turn in the early 1990s,
understanding that a strict and regimented
program grounded in growth in Christ was
the best way to combat addictions.

Pastor Gerry Brown, founder and director of U-Turn for Christ, said he watched

Speaking of the new program in Kauai,
Lance said, “Living in tents without electricity, taking cold showers, and working long
hours on the farm does not fit the idyllic

mindset of Hawaii.” Recently, housing and
indoor plumbing have been added. “The
program in Hawaii is rougher than the ones
on the mainland, but the goal is the same—
to help men find freedom in Christ from
their addictions.” There is also a ranch for
women in California.
Lance continued, “Addicts are selfish, putting themselves above others. At U-Turn—
whether at the big ranch in Perris, CA, or
in the rough country of Hawaii—the focus
is on serving others. The regimen is strict:
community service, ranch chores, and mandatory [time spent reading the Bible in] personal devotions. The end result is to know
Christ and to be conformed into His image
by the Holy Spirit.”
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Rad Night is a weekly, festive evening of
food, games, water balloon fights, and other
things young people enjoy. Teens invite
other teens. A 15-minute message is given,
geared to the pressures of adolescence.
“So many teens came and brought friends,
many who would never come to a Bible
study,” added Steve. “Through Rad Night,
more than 100 teens have given their lives
to the Lord and are involved in the fellowship.” Police noted that vandalism in the
area has dropped since the outreach began
four years ago.
Steve and his wife, Ana, have close family
friends whose teens have become hooked
on Ice. “The first sign is that they begin
to disassociate from everyone and previous
activities,” said Steve. “You begin to hear
rumors—it’s a small island.” The desperate parents of one young teen called Steve
when their son began disappearing. Steve
would go search for him, often finding the
young man on an isolated beach. Steve had
been close to the teenager since the young
man was a toddler.
Steve related, “There were many sleepless
nights talking and crying with him and
coaxing him out of taking his life. He was
desperate for healing. We just kept letting
him know that we love him and that God
loves him even more.” Now the young
man has been clean for three years, is married, walking with the Lord, and involved
in the fellowship.
Pastor Steve Rex of CC North Shore ministers to Ana Cunningham after Sunday service.
Inset photo: Pastor Steve with his wife, Ana.

CC North Shore Kilauea

Story by Tom Price
Photos by Dianne Reynolds

But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts, and always be ready to give
a defense to everyone who asks you
a reason for the hope that is in you,
with meekness and fear. 1 Peter 3:15
“We were losing one teenager a month to
suicide,” said Pastor Steve Rex, CC North
Shore. “Crystal methamphetamine or ‘Ice,’
as it is called, is a powerful drug that initiates a vicious cycle of depression and getting
high. If they don’t get help, youngsters are
soon candidates to take their own lives.”
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Steve was speaking of the recent epidemic
of suicides on Kauai’s northern shore. Since
suicide is the leading cause of injury-related
death in Hawaii, the health department initiated special suicide prevention workshops
on Kauai and other islands earlier this year.
After starting the CC North Shore fellowship, Steve met with local governing boards
to air the problem publicly. Sensing corruption in high places, he realized he was focusing his efforts on eradicating dealers who
would only be replaced. He sensed the Lord
directing the church to put their efforts into
sharing the hope they had in Christ. The
church began Rad Night for junior high students as a combined effort with their sister
church, North Shore Christian Fellowship.

Two years ago, the church was asked to
move out of the local movie theater, which

CC North Shore partners with its local sister

A weekly junior high outreach,
Rad Night ends with a short
Bible study.

Rad Night seeks to
reach local youth with
the Gospel before
they are tempted to
use drugs and alcohol.

Young teenagers scramble for seats as
they play musical chairs.

With teens on all fours, crab kickball is a favorite sport.

they rented, forcing them to meet at a campground. At an outreach on the grounds,
many of the campers came to Christ. This
helped church leaders realize that the battle
belonged to the Lord.
The owner of the movie theater gave her life
to Christ at CC North Shore. Now the fellowship is back in their favorite facility with
a 50-year lease and full-time use of the building. They have been allowed to remodel it
to meet their needs. Their vision is to build
a youth center where Christian counselors
will be available after school. Since many
children on the North Shore wander the

community without adult supervision, the
church wants a place for them to meet.
The Rexes also reach out through their daily
activities. Steve and his family run a tae
kwon do martial arts studio that doubles
as a ministry outreach. Steve has been making surfboards since 1974 and signs all his
boards with Scripture.
Another of CC North Shore’s goals is to
unite all the like-minded Christian churches
on the island with the goal of sharing Christ
throughout the island. All of the servants at
the church remember their lives before Christ

Rad
Night

and call themselves “Team Dross,” getting
rid of the world’s impurities. Steve said that
the church’s message is simple: “Now is the
time; seize the moment; let’s reduce the population of hell.”

CCs in Hawaii
www.calvarychapel.com/churches

U-Turn for Christ Kauai
uturnkauai@calvarychapel.com
808-651-3998

church, North Shore Christian Fellowship, for Rad Night, above, and other events. Youth leaders from both churches coordinate events.
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