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CC Puerto Rico cares for
neighboring Caribbean country

Pastor Dan Crespo, CC Puerto Rico,
teaches in the Dominican Republic.

elders … [who must be] blameless,
the husband of one wife … not
self-willed, not quick-tempered,
not given to wine, not violent, not
greedy for money, but hospitable, a
lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word as he has
been taught, that he may be able,
by sound doctrine, both to exhort
and convict those who contradict.
Titus 1:5-9
Members from CC Puerto Rico mix concrete for bathroom ﬂoors while kids watch.
Acquainted with island life and the Spanish
language, CC Puerto Rico believers traveled
to the Dominican Republic to minister in a
land where many are starving for the love of
Christ and His Word.
In the Dominican Republic, thousands
of children are growing up without one or
both parents. “The illegitimacy rate is unbelievable,” said Pastor Dan Crespo of CC
Puerto Rico after his third trip there. “It’s
all part of island life—we have the same
problem in Puerto Rico: the lackadaisical
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attitude toward God, morality, life. Some
pastors in the Dominican Republic even
have mistresses.”

A Challenge to Holiness

Invited to speak at a pastors conference, Dan
shared from the Book of Titus, where Paul
instructs Titus in addressing problems at the
church on the island of Crete.

For this reason I left you in Crete,
that you should set in order the
things that are lacking, and appoint

Dan spoke to nearly 130 local church leaders—including 50 pastors—from a dozen
Christian churches. As he shared, he saw
some men respond with indignation, some
with gladness, and others with brokenness—
even weeping. Dan said all pastors have a
responsibility to model Christ to their congregations—by being godly husbands, godly
fathers, and living according to God’s Word.
Fornication and drunkenness are strictly
forbidden to all Christians—but especially
to those in leadership. Pastors are to share
God’s Word, not for financial gain or for
recognition, but with holiness and reverence
for God.

More than 500 children gathered for Vacation Bible School. Above, children sing worship songs and pray.
Pastor Reyes Hernandez Peña, the local pastor who organized the conference, encouraged his peers: “This is God’s Word; we must
listen. It’s the truth; it’s what we need to
hear.” After the conference, many older pastors approached Dan, thanking him, calling
his verse-by-verse teaching “profound,” and

affirming that the message about holiness
was “exactly what we need here.”

Loving the Fatherless

The team of nearly 40 believers ministered
for five days in Sosua, a small town on the
northern coast of the Dominican Republic.

They helped install bathrooms for the children’s school and church, held a Vacation
Bible School, and conducted a youth rally.
“The response from the children was amazing,” said Pastor Dan. He estimated that
more than 70 percent of the children—nearly
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“As I was speaking and looking out at their faces,
I felt the Lord speak to my heart that He really,
really loves these kids, and I was simply to share
His Word with them; He would do the rest.”
Assistant Pastor Tony Zapata

Loved by Christ
“As the Father loved Me, I also have
loved you; abide in My love.”
John 15:9
At an evening youth rally held outside in a
basketball court, more than 1,000 youngsters and adults gathered. “I was speaking of
loneliness and how Jesus fills that need—the
emptiness in our hearts—only through a personal relationship with Him,” Dan said. “I
noticed that the women were really attentive.
In the Dominican Republic, women aren’t
treated very nicely.” Many women are single
mothers who have been deserted by husbands or boyfriends. The next Sunday, more
than 50 newcomers visited the church, and
several women gave their lives to Christ.

Two teens from CC Puerto Rico invite children to the VBS. Several families happily invited team members into their homes.
2 million—in the Dominican Republic lack
one or both parents in the home.
Tony Zapata, assistant pastor at CC Puerto
Rico, ministered at the VBS. “There is a little
girl named Karina, about 8 or 9 years old.
She doesn’t know how old she is; she doesn’t
know her parents. She lives with her aunt.
Her job is to feed the pigs all day to help with
money,” Tony said. “Any affection or love of
Christ that we can show her, she’s very receptive. There are so many kids in her situation.”
More than 500 children gathered at the VBS,
cramming shoulder to shoulder in a oneroom building, crowding outside to listen
through doors and windows. Team members shared humorous puppet shows, skits,
and videos; then Tony shared the Gospel.
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Among the 39 CC team members, 33 were
from CC Puerto Rico and 6 were from CC
Old Bridge, NJ. Many of the two-dozen

teenagers who came on the trip were deeply
impacted. One young man, Chris Buie, now
18, accepted Christ on the trip. Another
young woman, Christina Griffey, 16, said,
“I was definitely taught through that trip
to be thankful for what I have.” Before she
went, she had complained to her parents
that their new house in Florida was too
small. When she went door-to-door to pass
out VBS flyers, she recalled, “One house, I
saw inside—it was so small and poor. There
was a curtain hanging up to divide the
rooms. … Later, I saw another house—it
was made of tin, and it was smaller than my
living room. I realized they were probably
thankful just to have a house.”
She encouraged other Christian
teens: “If you haven’t gone on a
mission trip, you’re really missing out. It definitely helps you
grow stronger with God and
connect with God.”

The CC Puerto Rico team is given an
emotional send-off by the local church.

“As I was speaking and looking out at their
faces,” Tony recalled, “I felt the Lord speak
to my heart that He really, really loves these
kids, and I was simply to share His Word
with them; He would do the rest.”
Teaching from John 3, Tony spoke of
Nicodemus asking Christ how a person can
be born again. “I touched my arm to show
that we have physical bodies, but explained
that God requires us to have a spiritual birth
too,” he said. He prayed aloud, thanking
God for sending Christ to die on the cross so
that people can experience new birth. “Then
I asked, ‘How many of you would like to
be born again right now and be a child of
God?’” More than 100 children raised their
hands, and the group prayed to accept Christ.
Afterward, team members spent time with
the children—laughing, playing, and giving
away bicycles, toys, and clothing.

The Dominican Republic and Haiti
both lie on the island of Hispañola in
the Caribbean.

CC Puerto Rico
www.calvarychapel.com/puertorico
787-720-3308

Girls play jump rope during free time
between classes at the church’s school.

Joel Ramos, right, of CC Puerto Rico prays with a young man at the youth outreach.
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CC Delta, PA, visits
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REPUBLIC
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They sacrificed to demons, not to
God, to gods they did not know.
Deuteronomy 32:17a
The Dominican man reached under his
stained, bare mattress in the shanty he called
home. Cautiously he pulled out his idols.
He had just received Jesus the day before
and was still fearful of the black magic that
pervaded the island. The man handed the
items to the American. Immediately Pastor
Doug McClean smashed them on the floor,
breaking them into small pieces.

Doug, center, communicates biblical truths through a translator to Haitian workers in a
camp called a batey, which lacks sanitation and electricity.

“A sense of evil seemed to permeate the room,”
Doug reported afterwards. “I had never felt
anything like that before.” He picked up
the remains and carried them to a place for
burning. By this time, a crowd of curious
onlookers had gathered. Fearful because of
their superstitions, the people stood watching to find out what would happen next.

watching crowd. More than 20 people responded to the invitation to receive Christ.

You are of God, little children, and
have overcome them, because He
who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world.
1 John 4:4
On another occasion, Doug and Lewis, CC
Delta’s representative and translator in the
Dominican Republic, came across a family
sitting in the shade. A young boy lay ill on
his mother’s lap. Doug and Lewis stopped
to pray for the boy’s healing. They returned
several hours later to find the lad well—the
family acknowledged that a miracle had occurred. This gave them a great opportunity
to share the Gospel, and all seven family
members prayed to receive Christ. Lewis
returns once a week to teach the Bible and
guide them in their new walk with Christ.
Pastors Vic Batista, CC Aventura, FL, right, and Tony Montemurro, CC York,
in a work camp in the Dominican Republic. Vic was born there and has been

Pastor Doug McClean, CC Delta, PA, left, tells a girl
about Jesus while Lewis Gonell translates.
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“The people here are so
open and ready to receive
the Gospel.”
Pastor Doug McClean

PA, share the Gospel with a Haitian woman
instrumental in bringing solid Bible teaching.
As the idols burned and the crowd stood
watching, Doug was reminded of the
words of our Lord, “Do not rejoice in this,
that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written
in heaven” (Luke 10:20). Seeing an opportunity, Doug explained the Gospel to the

In the poorest sections of the Dominican
Republic, Haitians migrate from their side
of the island to escape the misery of the
most impoverished nation in the Western
Hemisphere. In the Dominican Republic,
they live in communities of primitive shanties lacking water and electricity. Each community is called a batey.
“My heart is that many Calvary Chapels across
America would adopt one batey and minister
to them,” mused Doug. “The people here

Children living in a batey entertain
themselves with common items.
are so open and ready to receive the Gospel.”
The churches in the Dominican Republic
tend to be either extremely legalistic or emotion driven, disregarding the Word of God.
Doug’s desire is to assist pastors who wish
to teach the Bible. There is also a prejudice
toward the Haitians from the Dominican
nationals. Americans are well received and
draw a curious crowd.
Doug and a small team from CC Delta visited for the first time last November; Vic
Batista, who was born in the Dominican
Republic and moved to the U.S. in 1977,
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“We don’t want them to look at us
for the things we have. We want
them to look to the Lord we love.”
Pastor Doug McClean

joined them. In 2004, CC Miami Beach sent
Vic to start CC Aventura, north of Miami.
Though employed full time by General
Electric as well as pastoring the church, Vic
has been instrumental in helping bring the
true Gospel message to the Dominicans
through Calvary Chapel.
“Our goal is not to bring America to these
people, but to introduce them to the real
relationship with Christ,” said Vic, who
speaks Spanish and English. He can identify
with their position—from his own experience of growing up there—and understand
them. Many people there are illiterate.
“We want to share the clear biblical teaching you get in a Calvary Chapel, so they can
grow in the Lord,” continued Vic. “There is
so much misinformation and heresy in the
Dominican Republic.”
Last fall Doug taught at an outreach as Vic
translated. One generator gave a glimmer of
light in the church’s courtyard. When they
gave an invitation to accept Christ, Doug
and Vic looked at each other in amazement
as the crowd surged forward.
Teams from CC Delta returned to the
Dominican Republic in January, April, June,
July, and August. Pastor Tony Montemurro
of CC York, PA, joined the April outreach.
Doug added, “The Dominican and Haitian
people are very receptive, but we want to be
very careful not to come just giving things
away. We don’t want them to look at us for
the things we have. We want them to look to
the Lord we love.”
CC Delta began a program, In Calvary’s
Care, to sponsor children from the poorest
families in La Montaña. Through the program, 120 kids receive $20 a month in supplies, food, and school materials.

CC Delta
www.ccdeltapa.org
calvary@ccdeltapa.org
717-456-7600

CC missionaries pray for a girl with an infected burn before team members cleaned
and bandaged her wound. The girl’s mother accepted Jesus Christ.
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