Healing on 9/11
at Ground Zero

Linette Padron weeps at the memorial at
the site of the former World Trade Center.
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Believers from several Calvary Chapels ministered together at ground zero on September
11 and brought God’s hope and the Gospel
to many still grieving.

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon
Me … to preach good tidings to the
poor … to heal the brokenhearted
… to comfort all who mourn.”
Isaiah 61:1-2
“I was surprised to see how many
people are still mourning for lost
loved ones,” said Patti Rechten
of CC Old Bridge, NJ. “I really
sensed God was using us to bring
them some comfort and hope.”
On the 6th anniversary of 9/11
this year, hundreds of people
gathered at the still-level site
on Liberty and Church Street—
some to mourn or pay tribute to
the nearly 3,000 fallen, others to
make political statements, and
nearly two dozen Calvary Chapel
believers to share Christ’s love.

Pastor Mike Rodriguez, right, of CC Corona, CA, prays for Eric.
Eric’s girlfriend, Angela Rosario, was a trainee for the NY Port
Authority and perished when the World Trade Center collapsed.

A New York State EMT
wears a photo in homage to
a fallen colleague.

On that soggy afternoon, the heaviness of
the skies reflected the heaviness of the scene
below. People stood alone or in small groups
along the green metal fence that borders
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ground zero—known
as “The Wall”—to
leave flowers, to weep,
to remember.

Patti, part of the CC team, saw a woman
struggling through tears to tie a bouquet of
flowers to the fence. Patti came up next to

her, gently placed her arm around the woman’s shoulders and gave her a hug.
With tear-filled eyes, the woman explained
that every year she came to honor a family
member who had died in the attacks. Patti
reached up to hold the flowers so the woman
could tie them and write a short note. With
a heavy heart, the woman pointed out his
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“May I pray with you?” Patti asked, her arm
still around the woman’s shoulders. The
woman nodded, and Patti asked God to
comfort her and her family. The woman
thanked her. Patti shared about Jesus’ love
for her and offered her a Bible. “She had
such a grateful heart; she appreciated everything.” The woman took the Bible, Gospel
literature, and a video about grieving. “I
pray she’ll read the Bible and come to the
Lord,” Patti said.

Calvary Chapel team members pray for those grieving as they remember 9/11 victims.

Ron Roper, administrative pastor of CC
Corona, CA, and a chaplain with the Corona
Fire Department, wore his chaplain attire at
ground zero and the next day at surrounding
precincts. He met more than a dozen officers or firefighters who had lost comrades in
the attacks.

Near the subway stairs, Ron spotted a man
in plain clothes leaning on the railing, head
down, grieving. Ron sensed he was a police officer and approached him. The man
looked up miserably, saw Ron’s chaplain attire, and started crying harder. “How are you
doing?” Ron ventured.
“Terrible. This has been the worst six years of
my life,” he said in a choked voice. “I have
no friends left.” He explained that he was
an NYPD officer and would normally have
been on duty on September 11, 2001, but
something had come up that day. He felt
he should have been among the 23 NYPD
officers killed but had been left behind to
mourn them. “I’m empty; I have nothing,”
he said, shaking his head, tears streaming
from both eyes.
Ron replied gently, “What you’re missing
is Jesus’ love. Only Jesus can fill your heart.

Only He can give you the hope that you
need.” Ron paused; the man was listening, his tear-filled eyes expectant. Feeling
prompted by the Lord, Ron asked, “Do you
want to ask Jesus into your heart?”
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name in the memorial plaque just above
them and told Patti how hard it was for herself and her family to deal with his loss.

“Yes,” the man said. They bowed heads, and
Ron prayed aloud as the man repeated—acknowledging Christ’s death on the cross,
asking for God’s forgiveness for sin, and asking Christ to fill the man’s heart. After praying, they talked about deeper issues, and the
man asked, “How can I forgive someone for
killing all of my friends?”
With compassion, Ron said, “Only the grace
of God will give you that power; only God
will help you move past that.” They talked
more about comfort in Christ and then
hugged good-bye. Ron encouraged him to
find a church home and grow in his new
walk with God.
A uniformed firefighter named Dominic
told Ron that he was among the first deployment sent in to rescue victims in the towers. Suddenly, the call came to evacuate, and
they began running from the buildings. Just
ahead of his partner, Dominic threw himself
under a fire truck as the towers collapsed; his
partner did not survive. “He felt guilty … A
lot of survivors do,” Ron said. “And the New
York residents have to relive it every day.”
Pastor Mike Rodriguez of CC Corona headed up the outreach, which is in its second

Patti Rechten, right, of CC Old Bridge,
NJ, hugs a woman after praying for her.
year. That afternoon, he had just finished
praying for a man who had lost 160 fellow employees in the World Trade Center
(WTC). Turning around, Mike saw a young
man weeping with his forehead pressed
against the bars of the fence. Mike asked
if he had lost any friends. Eric spoke of his
girlfriend, Angela, 27, a trainee with the NY
Port Authority who had died at the WTC.
Mike listened as he poured out his pain and
inability to get over her loss. Mike shared
about God’s love, comfort, and plan for
Eric’s life. He counseled Eric that his girlfriend would have wanted him to continue
living his life. He gave him a video about

A NYPD ofﬁcer places ﬂowers under the
names of his coworkers; he prayed to
accept Christ later that day.

“Only Jesus can
fill your heart.”
Pastor Ron Roper

On the sixth anniversary of 9/11 in lower Manhattan, NYC, people placed ﬂags and ﬂowers
PATH train station. The names of those who perished in the attack are listed on the large
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at the World Trade Center memorial near the
green plaque above the metal fence.

Mike, right, and Ron Roper, center, of CC Corona, talk to a New York ﬁreﬁghter named
Dominic who lost his partner and barely escaped the falling towers himself.
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That they may set their hope in God ...

Psalm 78:7a

In the background is the annual 9/11 memorial light display;
in the foreground, the CC team prays after the outreach.

Team members sing worship songs near the 9/11 memorial site. A small crowd gathered,
and the Gospel was presented. Several people prayed to accept Christ.
grieving, prayed with him, and encouraged
him to find a church home. Eric agreed to
start going to church.
Eddie Pinero, a NYPD officer who grew
up in New York and is pastoring a CC
church plant in Harlem, said, “Since 9/11,
I’ve seen a lot of people give their lives to
the Lord or rededicate their lives to Him.”
Many New Yorkers are “searching, wanting
more, wanting answers” since the attacks.
Many Christian police officers have visited
Manhattan to share Christ with their NY
peers since 9/11, he said, adding, “I believe
every police officer in New York has heard
the Gospel.” At the outreach, Pastor Eddie
prayed with two young tourists from Russia
to receive Christ.
That evening, a handful of team members
played worship songs at ground zero while
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Al Terhune—of “Takin’ It 2 the Streets”
ministries—shared the Gospel. Several
prayed to receive Christ. Two weeks later,
Harvest Christian Fellowship of NYC joined
Pastor Greg Laurie for a Harvest Crusade
in Madison Square Garden where nearly
1,200 people came forward to accept Christ.
Mission NYC, out of Harvest Christian
Fellowship in NYC, facilitates teams to minister year round.

CC Corona
www.calvarycorona.org
951-277-2143

Mission NYC

The World Trade Center site is in lower Manhattan, NYC.

www.missionnyc.org
973-636-6793
NYPD chaplain Jim McDade and Rhonda
the families who lost loved ones. She had

Villamia greet each other with a hug. Rhonda brought roses to honor
volunteered at ground zero a week after the attacks.
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