A woman carries a load on
her head.

INDIA

Touched by Jesus
Story by Christy Brown and Heather Rotondi
Photos courtesy of Nanci Ricks and CC Fort Lauderdale

B

elievers from CC Fort Lauderdale,
FL , and North Coast Calvar y, C A,
were part of a 63-member Operation
Mobilization team last fall that went to
India to minister to several communities
of Dalits—“outcastes” of societ y who are
denied basic human rights. There are
an estimated 250 million Dalits in the
sprawling Hindu countr y.
For all of her 60-plus years, Kanagavalli had been a Dalit—an “untouchable”—from birth. Covered with unsightly fatty tissues all over
her body, the frail, silver-haired woman with large brown eyes had
lived a lonely, shame-filled existence. Society had shunned her, and
she was considered unworthy to entreat the Hindu gods. She could
not even visit her own family, her own son. She was unwanted and
excluded—from her religion, her family, and her community.

Grace Kurian of CC Fort Lauderdale relates the story of Jesus and
the woman at the well, emphasizing a woman’s worth in God’s eyes.
Honey Werman of CC Fort Lauderdale gratefully receives a fragrant jasmine ﬂower garland—a symbol of welcome and honor in India—
18

at a women’s gathering.
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Touch became a powerful tool for sharing
Christ’s love. “One woman was sitting beside me and her foot accidentally brushed
my leg. The next thing I knew, she was on
the ground at my feet, begging for forgiveness,” Candice recalled. “I grabbed her hand,
saying ‘It’s OK. Touch me; touch me, please!’
Then I touched her foot to show her it was
OK.” She felt blessed to show Christ’s love
and acceptance in such a tangible way.

India
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Edification through Education

In other parts of India, the women’s team
shared practical wisdom and spiritual truth.
Aided by interpreters, they instructed the
women on several topics, including biblical parenting, hygiene, and home childbirth. After the first conference, 70 women
committed their lives to Christ and were
baptized. One woman went home to share
the Gospel with her entire village, and now
35 families are receiving discipleship, said
team members.

Many women prayed not for material comfort but for peace and well-being in their homes.
Above, Barb Coupe prays with a group of Dalit women.

But today she sat in a group—under a colorful tent in southern India—surrounded
by other Dalit men, women, and children,
listening to a new, wonderful message: God
loved her. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ,
to bring favor to the untouchables—to anyone—who would accept His gift of grace
and forgiveness for sin. Could God want a
relationship with her? Could God make her
spiritually clean and accepted in His eyes?
She was intrigued.
Jeff Denis of CC Fort Lauderdale shared the
Gospel message, which was translated by
Indian believers who gave an invitation for
listeners to receive Christ and ask God’s forgiveness for their sins. Several people came
forward to pray and accept Christ—including Kanagavalli.
“We were praying for people to come forward, and then we saw her—it was amazing
watching her spiritual transformation that
day,” said Candice Bromley, an ER nurse
from Fort Lauderdale. Candice and Dr. Jeff
Van Wingen, from Michigan, had wanted
to help Kanagavalli at her village a few days
before, but she had disappeared. They were
amazed to see her at the Sunday service
miles away from her home. The Lord had
brought her back, not just to receive a physical touch that would change her life, but to
receive eternal life in Jesus Christ.
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Breaking up into separate teams, believers
from CC Fort Lauderdale and North Coast
Calvary ministered to Dalits in India for
nine days. The medical team treated nearly
2,500 people during six days of clinics while
another team traveled elsewhere to share
Christ’s love with women and children.

Healing and Hope

Immediately following the church service, Dr. Jeff offered to remove the tumors;
Candice assisted. “As we bandaged her, she
shared her story with us. We were deeply
moved,” Candice remembered. “She was
transformed physically by our hands, but
more importantly, she was transformed spiritually.” Hours later, Kanagavalli emerged
from the tent exhausted and smiling, attended by her son who was grateful for the
believers’ medical attention.

Reaching Untouchables

Dalits, or “the untouchables,” cannot access
the same public water wells as members of
higher castes. They are not allowed to enter temples or to read their own scriptures.
Access to education is restricted, and they
are limited to menial jobs. Hence, many
Dalits are open to the Christian Gospel.
Also, a Dalit has little or no access to health
care. For this reason, many of the patients
walked for miles to be seen at the recent
medical clinics. Due to the lack of resources
and education, many Dalits suffer from the

Ana Steele, left, of CC Fort Lauderdale and

Nanci Ricks with the Dalit Freedom Network are welcomed with the women’s team.

effects of poor hygiene—infections, worms,
illness, and tumors.

Many women were touched by the message of Christ’s love and acceptance. Grace
Kurian, a Fort Lauderdale believer of Indian
heritage, taught women about their tremendous worth in the eyes of the Lord. From the
Gospel of John, she talked about how Jesus
greeted a Samaritan woman who also was an
outcaste of her society and offered her hope
of eternal life.

As patients waited to be seen by a dentist, doctor, or nurse, other team members
instructed them in preventive health care.
“We taught them about boiling water to
make it clean to drink,” said Linda Carek
of North Coast Calvary. “We handed out
toothbrushes to everyone who came. We
taught them to brush with water or salt.”
Many received their instruction with tears
of gratitude, thanking the team for coming,
she said.
After being treated, each patient was offered
prayer by the team; Indian believers shared
the Gospel. Dozens came to believe in Jesus
and continue to be discipled by Indian believers with Operation Mobilization and the
Dalit Freedom Network.

Accepted in the Beloved
Just as He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love, having
predestined us to adoption as sons
by Jesus Christ to Himself … to the
praise of the glory of His grace, by
which He made us accepted in the
Beloved.
Ephesians 1:4-6

Then the woman of Samaria said
to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a
Samaritan woman?” For Jews have
no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus
answered and said to her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is
who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’
During the Bible sessions, women listened intently and later asked many questions
during group discussion time. Many were intrigued after hearing about a God who is
compassionate and welcomes even the outcastes of society, said team members.
21

CC F O RT L AU D E R D A L E I N I N D I A

In many villages, boats are still being
rebuilt after the tsunami of 2004.
respect for them,” said Nanette Gordon of
CC Fort Lauderdale. Though they shared
stories of abuses they had suffered for their
faith, Nanette said the women “were filled
with the Holy Spirit and with joy.”
Liz Waugh of CC Fort Lauderdale showed the compassion of Christ to this man by gently
cleansing and bandaging his wound.

you would have asked Him, and He
would have given you living water.”
John 4:9-10
Grace recalled, “Some began to inquire about
‘my God,’ saying their gods were not like my
God who is compassionate and accepts a
woman whom society has dismissed.” She
added, “One woman asked me, ‘Why did
your God allow you, an Indian woman,
to have a better life than me?’ This question resonated within me … as I met more
women who asked me to pray, not for material things, but rather for peace and security
in their homes.”

again, He said to them … “If I
then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet. For I have
given you an example, that you
should do as I have done to you.”
John 13:12, 14-15

Aside from ministering to the lost, the CC
believers wanted to bless the Indian Christian
workers by showing them Christ’s love.

The team hosted a “Spa Night,” giving the
Indian Christian ladies neck and hand massages, manicures, and pedicures. The women, many Dalit, initially resisted having their
feet touched. Hindu tradition teaches that
the bottom of the foot is “untouchable,” as
they themselves are untouchable. Though
they were believers who knew Christ’s love,
many of them were still shunned by society.
As the Dalit women slowly accepted this gesture, they began weeping.

So when He had washed their feet,
taken His garments, and sat down

“They were overjoyed that somebody else
understood them, loved them, and had

Ministering to Believers
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Hope for Eternity

Team members ministered to nearly 200
children at outreaches and in various
Christian schools for Dalits. Nanette recalled
one 12-year-old girl asking if she would see
Nanette again. Tearfully, Nanette had replied, “Probably not, sweetheart.” The girl
cheerfully responded: “Yes I will. I’ll see you
in heaven.”
Nanette said, “They have a stronger faith
there than I’ve ever seen. … Those kids love
God, and they loved us.” The impact of the
Gospel was evident by the end of the trip,
as those who had grown up under a caste
system had new hope—hope in eternal life
as part of the family of God.
CC Magazine staff writer Christmas McGaughey
contributed to this report.
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