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Missionary Churches in Italy Make and
Equip Disciples, Teaching the Word of God
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CC Montebelluna
The pastor of Calvary Chapel Montebelluna,
Italy, sat up in his hospital bed and smiled
at the five Italian men in the same ward.
The room was white and bare except for a
small statue of Jesus on a cross. Despite his
ailments, Pastor Craig Quam enjoyed sharing the Gospel with his roommates.
“Italians don’t like to talk about death or
where they’ll spend eternity,” Craig said.
“Since their church teaches that no one can
have assurance of salvation, when they are
in the hospital, they readily receive what
the Bible has to say about the blessed assurance we have in Christ.” Craig has been
a Calvary Chapel pastor in Italy for nine
years, having been a missionary there for
five years before becoming a pastor. He
was temporarily hospitalized last spring for
heart problems.

Pastor Craig Quam teaches in Italian.

Don Pietro, the hospital chaplain, entered
the room smiling. The priest’s demeanor
changed when he realized Craig was an
evangelical pastor, rare in the region around
Venice in northern Italy. The hospital chaplain was even more perplexed when told
about CC Montebelluna.
CC Montebelluna believers worship on Sunday.

“You mean many Catholics there have converted to become Protestant?” the priest
asked in horror. Craig looked calmly at the
older man, the priest’s white hair outlining
a reddening face.
“No; the Italians at CC Montebelluna have
converted to Christ,” Craig said and then
shared from 1 John 5:11–12: “And this is
the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who
has the Son has life; he who does not have
the Son of God does not have life.”
The priest listened as Craig added, “Eternal
life is not in the Catholic or Protestant
Church but in Jesus Christ. Don Pietro,
I didn’t come to Italy from America to
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The Dolomite Mountains rise behind a
favorite Montebelluna eatery.
A welcomed summer breeze lifts a gondolier’s ribbon from his hat in Venice, Italy, a favorite

spot for tourists and missionaries alike. CC Montebelluna and CC Treviso are nearby.
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Silence overcame the room. Don Pietro
seemed visibly shaken and excused himself.
Craig prayed that the seeds planted would
one day bear fruit.

Craig learned that the city was contemplating keeping them from meeting through
an anti-terrorism act since the young
church was very visible in the park. A city
hall worker began attending and assured
the city fathers that the church was not a
cult. One of the local mail carriers joined
the church and began inviting people to
the fellowship as he did his mail route.

CC Montebelluna began in the summer
of 1996 in a park after one local believer
had asked the CC Bible College staff in
Millstatt, Austria, to send someone to start
a Bible study. Bible College students who
traveled there shared with a young woman
who also gave her life to Christ.

Craig, left, prays with Gavid, whose son was in the hospital.

From left: Andi and Gazi, both former Muslims who
came to Christ, use their hands to speak with Abele and
Sara Maltese.

“My only desire is that all Italians
might know Christ personally,
have their sins forgiven, and live
for eternity with God.”
Pastor Craig Quam
convert Catholics to become Protestant.
My only desire is that all Italians might
know Christ personally, have their sins
forgiven, and live for eternity with God.”
The priest shifted as the five other patients
listened intently.

Many in the congregation come forward for prayer after Sunday service.
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Craig prayed for the Lord’s leading. “It
grieves my heart so much to see Italians
worshiping Mary and the saints, having
a false hope that somehow their works or
the saints will save them. When Peter and
John wanted to make an altar to Moses and
Elijah, God declared, ‘This is my beloved
Son; hear ye him.’ We need to preach Christ
to these people because one day we’re going
to have to give an account to God.”

Bible College director Frank Ippolito (now
pastor of CC Vineland, NJ) decided that
someone would commute there every
weekend until a pastor could be found.
Craig had returned to the U.S. from Italy
with his Italian wife, Silvana, where they
had been missionaries in a tent ministry.
Their previous evangelism experience had
been powerful in southern Italy but meager in the northern part of the country
where Montebelluna is located. They were
praying for the Lord’s direction. A missionary gave a verse from Deuteronomy
to Craig. Even though it was written of
Israel, both Craig and Silvana felt it spoke
to them of Italy.

“For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land
of brooks of water, of fountains
and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and
pomegranates, a land of olive oil
Deuteronomy 8:7–8
and honey.”

Craig and Silvana with Joshua, Abigail,
and little Josiah
Craig also worked as a welder and later
as a cabinetmaker. In recent years, he was
able to work part-time and then full-time
in the ministry.
Soon after their arrival, they began Sunday
and midweek services. Their first facility
was across the street from the city park, and
passersby would stop in for the service. In
2000, town leaders asked them to move
out. Unfazed, Craig held the midweek service in his home and moved the Sunday
service across the street to the park. Every
Saturday evening a severe rainstorm blanketed the area. By Sunday morning, they
would wake up to a crystal blue sky and
beautiful weather. The church met under
the shade of the trees for three months.
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Initially viewed as a Protestant sect, the
church has endured many other obstacles.
One woman began a phone campaign to
discredit and discourage the young church.
The congregation stood behind Craig,
which was a tremendous encouragement to
the young pastor. “Montebelluna had never had a Bible-teaching church. Looking
back now, I should have realized that Satan
would want to annihilate this fragile young
work of the Spirit. I might have been the
most fragile one at that time,” Craig said
with a laugh.
Many have given their lives to Christ and
most of the church leadership is now Italian.
In 2002, CC Montebelluna moved to its
present location—a refurbished 4,500square-foot warehouse—and is looking for
land to build their own facility. Recently
six new believers were baptized—one an
Albanian Muslim who came to Christ. A
new church has been started in the city
of Feltre in the region of the Dolomite
Mountains. Craig is also teaching Sunday
evening services and a Thursday night Bible
study there until a pastor is raised up.

The Quams learned about the need
for someone to take over the work in
Montebelluna, Italy. Although Craig only
had $50 in his bank account at the time,
$5,000 was raised in three months, and
they returned to Italy in October of 1996.
The believers at the Montebelluna study
went from two to four with the addition
of the Quams. Craig got a job in a sawmill;
his co-workers at the mill jokingly called
him ‘Saint Gregory.’
“All true believers are saints,” Craig said,
going along with their teasing. “But I’m
not a saint because I am better than
you—it is because of the finished work
that Jesus Christ did on the cross!” Some
of the teasers eventually came to church.

Silvana uses a sickle to cut grass, clearing a place for hanging laundry,
while Craig was recuperating from a heart illness.
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“I felt like the apostle Paul with his Roman
citizenship,” exclaimed Mark. “I was able
to demonstrate that my Italian grandfather
had never become an American citizen.”
Renata, however, struggled with the move.
She had just settled into a life in America,
and now she was going back to Europe.
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“Coming to Italy was a trying experience for
both of us at first,” confided Mark. “I made
the mistake of immediately jumping into
full-time ministry at CC Montebelluna.
Our first living situation was difficult—it
was an intense time of stress trying to fit
into this new world here, totally dependent
on others to communicate.”
Renata added, “I was burdening my husband, as it was hard for him to see me
depressed like that. But after much prayer
and several months, I began to enjoy our
new life here.”
After two years, the couple felt called to
Treviso but asked God to provide an invitation. Pastor Craig of CC Montebelluna
asked them to pray about starting a new
work in Treviso. A believer from Treviso
who regularly journeyed to the church in
Montebelluna talked to Mark and offered
to host a Bible study in her home. They began a study, and six months later, Mark and
Renata moved to Treviso. In May of 2005,
they began Sunday services in a newly rented facility. Luka was born five days later.

Pastor Mark Nigro of CC Treviso holds
his son, Luka, after Bible study.

CC Treviso
Mark Nigro led the small group of Italian
believers in worship during a midweek summer study. His wife, Renata, held their 14month-old son Luka so he wouldn’t crawl
up to his father’s side and begin banging
his own beat on the guitar. Setting the guitar in his lap, Mark opened the Bible and
shared the Gospel in Italian.
Earlier, Mark and Renata had set up the
chairs, swept out the room, turned on the
fans, and expectantly watched from the
window of the rented facility, praying that
all would come whom the Lord would
desire. Their experience as missionaries in
the former Yugoslavia, Renata’s birthplace,
taught them to not be anxious—just to be
thankful for whoever the Lord would bring.
It was the Gospel that would set people free
from religious shackles and take them into
the grace of a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ.
As people entered, they hugged Renata and
chatted excitedly as if coming to a family
reunion and seeing dear friends from long
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Two rivers unite at the University of
Treviso and ﬂow through the city.
ago. Most Italians talk expressively with
their hands with constant, rapid dialogue.
When they spotted Luka, many exclaimed,
“Mama mia, what an adorable baby!” Luka
smiled back, eager to be held by another
swooning adult.
Many Italians adore babies—especially
smiley, blond-haired, blue-eyed ones.
When the couple walks the stroller through
the streets of Treviso, strangers stop them,
remarking on Luka’s engaging smile.
Ministry friends consider him a miracle
baby—Mark and Renata had been unable
to conceive for almost a decade and had
one adoption attempt fail. Prayers were

Speaking ﬂuently in Italian, Mark teaches a

Thursday evening Bible study.

lifted up around the world. Then Renata
became pregnant.

years. Mark became their missions pastor
and later began to sense a calling to Italy.

The couple had come to Italy five years
before, assisting Craig Quam at CC
Montebelluna in the Venice area. Mark
and Renata had met while he was a missionary in Serbia and she was attending
medical school. Two years after marrying,
they returned to CC Old Bridge for four

“We found out that, because of my Italian
heritage, I could apply for Italian citizenship and minister without special visas,”
said Mark. “It took a miracle with the Vital
Statistics Office to make it happen.”

“We found out that, because of my
Italian heritage, I could apply for Italian
citizenship and minister without special
visas. ... I felt like the apostle Paul with
his Roman citizenship.”
Pastor Mark Nigro
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Mark, Renata, and their son Luka at
their favorite prayer spot in the city

Ambra sings to the Lord
intimately during worship.

Mark encourages Giuliano, left, recently
released from prison, and Graziella, a
young lady from CC Treviso.

“It was a year of adjustments and dying to
self,” Mark said with a smile.
Treviso has many foreigners who are temporarily transferred there from all over the
world. While Mark counts it a privilege
to minister to these people while they are
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Many canals, like the one above, run through the beautiful city of Treviso.

away from home, he was glad when Italians
began attending and seeking verse-by-verse
teaching through the Bible. After returning
home, many of the foreigners looked for
Bible-teaching churches. One went back
to Brazil to attend the CC Bible College;
another man began a Bible study upon returning to his home in the Philippines.

“Today the congregation is a mix of
Italians, Americans, Welsh, English,
Albanians, and Serbians—all from different church backgrounds, languages, and
cultures—who are bonding in the love of
Christ,” added Mark.

Inside the crowd-drawing St. Peter’s Basilica, many Catholics come to worship at Peter’s statue. The toes have been rubbed off due
to the superstitious belief that one will get blessed by kissing the statue’s feet.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved
image ... you shall not bow down to them
Exodus 20:4a, 5a
nor serve them.”
Thousands of shrines to Mary exist in Italy.
51

Italy

• ROME •

Assistant Pastor Robert
Diamubeni shares after
the baptism.

Pastor Brent Harrell, CC Rome, and Robert
baptize Stefano Adamo at an Ostia beach.

CC Rome
Brent Harrell felt empowered by God’s
Holy Spirit as he and his assistant pastor walked new believer Stefano Adamo
out into the warm Mediterranean water.
The beach at Ostia, close to Rome, was
extremely crowded on a steamy summer
Sunday afternoon. The Calvary Chapel
Rome pastor knew that other beachgoers
would likely be stirred by the baptism of
a new believer in Jesus Christ. Romans
would not understand and would let their
feelings be known. When Stefano emerged
from the water a new creation in Christ,
the beachgoers reacted.
“What do you mean—baptizing an adult?”
men and women asked, gesturing passionately with their hands and meeting Brent
and Robert Diamubeni, the assistant pastor, at the water’s edge. “We get baptized
when we are babies!” said the crowd.

Both Brent and Robert converse easily in
Italian. “In the Gospels, Jesus said that a
man must be born again. When you are
baptized as an adult, you are making a
public declaration that you have accepted
Christ as your Savior,” Brent explained
calmly, glad for an opportunity to share.
“Stefano buried the old man, along with his
sin nature, and came out of the water a new
creation in Christ.” The crowd listened as
Brent continued his explanation.
“In the Gospels, Jesus Himself was baptized
when he was 30 years old. The disciples
baptized new believers when they professed faith in Christ.” He said, “Why do
you cling to the teachings of men over what
God has said throughout the Bible?”
Stefano had been oblivious to the people’s
reaction. He had joyfully received hugs and
congratulations from the entire CC Rome
congregation that had journeyed to the sea
after church service. Italian believers
were encouraged by the worship, baptism, and the church members’ calm
witness to the crowd’s questions.

For by grace you have
been saved through faith
... it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone
should boast. Ephesians 2:8–9
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Brent later shared, “This is very typical of our ministry here. People grow
up in the church but don’t know the
Bible. ... When they are confronted
with the truth of the Gospels, they
realize they are missing a personal
relationship with Jesus. And then
our Savior fills the terrible void of
their lives, if they are willing.”

The Roman Forum
Brent and his wife, Hope, first came to
Rome in 1998 on an outreach team. Sent
out by CC Boise, ID, they felt called to
return when several people in Italy’s capital
city expressed their desire for a Bible-teaching church. The leadership at CC Boise
confirmed their call, and Brent and Hope
returned a year later. By 2000, a small group
began attending the new church, laying the
foundation for a close-knit church family.

Pastor Brent Harrell of CC Rome, left, talks with Vincenzo Cotroneo, a national who was called into leadership.
God, many have accepted Jesus’ free gift
of salvation through faith alone. To live
a biblically directed life seems extreme in
this culture—yet the light of these new
believers, formerly so entrenched in tradition—is a light that people can’t help but
notice.” The first several years were slow
and discouraging. Eventually several curious nationals began attending, having felt
let down by their faith.

Now the assistant pastor, Robert Diamubeni
was previously a presidential pilot for the
former African nation of Zaire. He and his
family are among many who have been active in the church for several years. Brent
witnessed Robert’s heart for ministry and
asked him to become the assistant pastor.
“CC Rome’s focus is to make disciples
and then equip the saints for ministry according to Acts 2:42,” stated Brent. “The
Italian culture is dark and lost in tradition. When confronted with the Word of

“Those early difficulties as missionaries
helped us realize that God would never
leave us or forsake us,” commented Hope,
Brent’s wife. “We are so grateful for those
stones of remembrance that He gave us
through those difficult times. God let us
know through all of our circumstances that
we could depend on Him.”
Many believers now attend Sunday morning service at CC Rome.
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From left: Olivia, Hope, Brent, and Isabella at their home

Hope and Sherry Barker teach children in Sunday school.

Traditionally, Catholics in Italy are taught many things that contradict the Bible:
Doctrine

What the Bible teaches

Salvation

Salvation is a free gift from God through the fin- Salvation comes through Christ, the sacraments, and
ished work of Christ on the cross. It takes place at the Catholic Church. “Daily conversion and penthe moment one believes in the truth of the cross, ance” come through good works. A priest absolves sin
confesses their sins to God, and accepts Jesus’ fin- through one’s confession. After death, a believer can
ished work on the cross as payment for their sins “undergo purfication” in purgatory, and living believers
(Romans 10:9-10, John 1:12-13).
may make “prayers of suffrage” for the dead.

Prayer

Prayer is to be addressed to God alone—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Prayer is intimacy with the
living God through Jesus Christ alone.
For there is one God and one Mediator between God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).

Mary and deceased saints are also intercessors to whom
people may lift up their prayer needs. Believers are required to recite memorized prayers, and weekly worship includes chanted prayers. Published prayer books
and rosaries are used as methods of prayer.

Communion

Communion is a memorial providing intimacy
between God and a believer (1 Cor. 11:23-26). It
is a time for reflection, repentance, and spiritual
healing as we meet with Jesus and remember His
completed sacrifice on the cross for us.

Transubstantiation—the bread and wine of the
Eucharist “gives us the very body” and “the very blood”
of Christ. It is a sacrifice that “re-presents (makes present) the sacrifice of the cross.” (This implies Christ’s
atonement was partial when He died on the cross.)

The Bible declares that the mother of Jesus is blessed
among women. At the same time, she was a sinner. She also had other children, as Jesus had many
half-brothers and sisters, clearly stated in Matthew
13:55-56. Jesus had many occasions to exalt His
mother, but He never did. Worship of Mary goes
against the first commandment.

Mary can forgive sin, was without sin, had perpetual
virginity, was taken into heaven without dying, is exalted as “Queen over all things,” and is an intercessor (“Mediatrix”) between believers and God. The
Catechism states that devotion to her is “intrinsic to
Christian worship” and that believers can go to her for
protection “in all their dangers and needs.”

Mary

Bible

What Roman Catholicism teaches*

Brent, center, and Robert, right, minister to Teresa as she asks for prayer at CC Rome.
For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine,
but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they
will heap up for themselves teachers.
2 Timothy 4:3

CC Treviso

CC Rome
www.calvarychapelrome.org
staff@calvarychapelrome.org
pastors home phone:
011-39-06-200-4872

*Information taken from Catechism of the Catholic Church
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www.calvarychapelmontebelluna.com
sancraigorio@libero.it
011-39-042-365-0478
www.cctreviso.com
cctreviso@virgilio.it
011-39-347-259-7206

The Bible is the very Word of God and is the sole The Bible and Catholic Tradition are of equal authority.
authority for truth, godliness, and doctrine (2 “Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and
Timothy 3:16-17). In Mark Chapter 7, Jesus scold- honoured with equal sentiments of devotion and revered the Jews for holding the traditions of men higher ence.” Also, interpreting Scripture is “entrusted solely”
than the actual Word of God.
to the Pope and his bishops.

Editor’s Note: The above list is intended to help readers understand that some common doctrines are unbiblical. This list is not
intended to criticize people of other faiths, rather to expose false doctrine out of a loving concern for those led astray.

CC Montebelluna

There are three Calvary Chapel church
plants in Italy.

The Roman Coliseum
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