Caring for the

You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one
engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please
him who enlisted him as a soldier.
2 Timothy 2:3-4
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Mike Rozell of Potter’s Field Ministries
helps dedicate the new orphanage.

Geovany talks to Pastor Carlos on stage.

Carlos prays with his son, Carlitos.
At Calvary Chapel El Salvador, believers worship and praise the Lord for the new Potter’s Field Orphanage. On stage is Pastor Carlos
Mike Rozell; next right, Edith de Ávalos; far right, Carlos’ mother, Emelina.
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El Salvador

E L S A LVA D O R

“Quiero ser un pastor!” (I want to be a pastor) answered the colorfully dressed boy
with excitement; Carlitos was being interviewed onstage by Carlos Bautista, pastor
of Calvary Chapel El Salvador. The boy sat
in a plastic white chair, dangling his feet
and flashing a nervous smile at the congregation. His bright brown eyes twinkled,
and his happy voice expressed a newfound
joy that few would have expected possible
for a child with his history. Carlitos was
one of several street children and orphans
moving to the new orphanage built by the
church and other Calvary Chapels. Below
him, a row of ten other boys sat smiling
and waiting their turns on stage. Dressed
in their Sunday best, the elementary-age
children raised their voices and hands during worship. Putting their pasts behind
them, their hearts were filled with hope in
this new beginning as they celebrated the
inauguration of their orphanage. Having
been labeled the “trouble kids” at a young
age, their transformation was a dramatic
testimony to the 1,500 attendees at the
open-air sanctuary. Pastor Carlos told the
boys: “Even though you may not have
earthly fathers, now your Father in heaven
has given you many brothers who love
you. … Your house here on earth may
seem enormous, but there will be something even better in heaven.”
Slightly smaller than Massachusetts, El
Salvador is nestled below Nicaragua and
Guatemala and is the smallest country in
Central America. Its magnificent landscapes
feature volcanoes, lakes, forests, and beaches.
Yet in spite of such beauty, it is a country
with a turbulent history—including a 12year civil war, devastating earthquakes, and
hurricanes. Extreme poverty is evident all
around, with run-down huts lining roads
and children in tattered clothing and bare

Bautista; bottom left, Dave Eason, Sr; center,
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feet. These “street kids” are the ones to
whom home is an unfamiliar term: Some
are orphans, or live in abusive families, or
were abandoned by their parents.
El Salvador literally means “The Savior”
in Spanish, and many people there have a
knowledge of God. In recent years, Calvary
Chapel ministries have been spreading
God’s Word. In a relatively short time,
many lives have been transformed—even
violent alcoholics being released from their
addictions to become sober readers of God’s
Word. Pastor Carlos testified that God has
been liberating devout churchgoers from
false doctrine as well as saving troubled and
abandoned children from a life of beatings,
Right, Ramón Marrero of PFM prays with José David from CC El Salvador.

Gregg Esakoff, center, and Mike of PFM play with the boys.
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A Christian doctor from nearby Zacatecoloca helps at the
church’s medical clinic.

A local believer teaches boys in Sunday school class at CC El Salvador.

El Salvador
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Carlos, top left, and Pastor Don McClure,
top right, pray for Alejandro Campos,
center, new pastor to the orphans.

“There is still
a need for
systematic
teaching of
God’s Word,
verse by verse.”
Pastor Carlos Bautista
addictions, and emptiness. Many street
children sniff glue to escape their painful,
aimless lives—earning them the derogatory
nickname “huele-pegas” (glue sniffers). The
church’s vision for the boys at the Potter’s
Field Orphanage is to give them an opportunity to grow up in a safe, loving environment and “reach their full potential”—unlike hundreds of other vulnerable children
still living on the streets.
Historically, El Salvador has been predominantly Roman Catholic. Pastor Carlos estimates that nowadays up to 40 percent of
the 6.8 million people in El Salvador call
themselves evangelical Christians. “The
spiritual state of the country is good, since
there are numerous evangelical churches,”
Carlos said. “However, there is still a need
for systematic teaching of God’s Word,
verse by verse.”
CC El Salvador’s story began in the1970s,
when long-time missionary Chuck Eason
established CC Costa Mesa-sponsored
Christian radio station (Radio VEA) and
placed Carlos as station manager. Having
government permission to build on the
land, Chuck eventually turned the property and the station over to Carlos. Neither
of them could have imagined the growth
the Lord had in store—not just for the
radio ministry, but to use Carlos to plant
and pastor CC El Salvador. Over the next
decades, God brought about relationships
with numerous church leaders and bestowed resources needed to plant a church.
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El Salvador

The Lord stirred several of his people in the
States to El Salvador, including Californiabased pastors Don McClure of Calvary
Way Ministries, Jose Lopez of Ocean Hills
Community Church, Jaime Siman of CC
Emanuel, and Dave Eason—Chuck Eason’s
son—of CC Costa Mesa.
“My desire is to see another 20 CCs in the
U.S. realize the wonderful work going on
down in El Salvador and get involved,”
said Pastor Don McClure, regular visitor
to El Salvador for the past four years. “The
way people are coming to the Lord there
is wonderful; their hunger for the Word is
tremendous.” He added that 80 men there
are going through a four-year Bible course
with a desire to plant churches, and they
could use financial backing and mentorship from other pastors. Don added, “We
have so many Spanish-speaking CC congregations in the U.S. who know the Word.
They could go down and communicate
very easily.”

El Salvador is the size of Massachusetts.

“I think Central
America is
essentially wide
open. Now they
are embracing
Christianity.”

Radio VEA in San Martin.

In a few short years, the fellowship in the
capital city of San Salvador has grown from
a Saturday night Bible study into La Iglesia
Evangelica El Dios de Israel (God of Israel
Evangelical Church)—a growing fellowship with two services and nearly 1,000
adults, five daughter churches, an orphanage, a school with more than 500 students,
a radio station, and a medical clinic.
Pastor Carlos and his growing congregation
attribute the ministry’s growth to much
fervent prayer for their community as well
as support from other Calvary Chapels and
organizations—including Potter’s Field
Ministries (PFM), headed by Mike and
Pam Rozell. “We are co-laboring with CC
El Salvador and the Lord is showing favor.
There is such a hunger here, and the Holy
Spirit is transforming lives,” said Mike. “It
is amazing what God’s redemptive love
can do.” PFM is actively working with the
Salvadoran church by bringing U.S. pastors to visit and sending student teams
from the PFM Ministry Training School to
serve there three times a year.
Carlos added, “PFM has been a tremendous help in the ministry; the kids literally lack nothing because of their support.”
The Potter’s Field Orphanage, “Casa Hogar
Del Alfarero,” was completed within a year
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Pastor Don McClure
Dave Eason, Sr., left, introduces his son, Dave Eason, Jr., to the congregation.

CC El Salvador has nearly 1,000 adults in regular attendance.
by the fall of 2006. With Jesus as the center of all activities, the ministry houses 11
boys and provides them with shelter, food,
education, and encourages their spiritual
growth. Teachers and volunteers from
other churches—including CC Whitefish,
MT, and CC San Luis Obispo, CA—have
jumped on board to help.
“We went to El Metrocentro—the largest
shopping center in Central America—to
take the orphan boys shopping for shoes
and clothes. That was a lot of fun, just
watching these boys picking out and buying
their Spider-Man shoes,” said Pastor Bryan
Stupar of CC San Luis Obispo. As he got to
know the boys, Bryan learned some of their

painful backgrounds: “One of the boys, for
the first three nights living on the property,
would not sleep after the lights were turned
off. The reason, I later found out, was that
his father used to turn the lights off and
beat him. So he was fearful of the dark and
was filled with anxiety,” Bryan related. “My
heart is blessed to know that these boys will
actually grow up being loved, cared for, and
taught the Word of God.”
Daily, God is performing miracles and
answering prayers. “The night before
we arrived there, they had just finished
building a … medical clinic which Angel
would run. However, they had no medical supplies to start it,” Bryan said. “They

Pastor Bryan Stupar of San Luis Obispo, CA,
chats with girls at CC El Salvador.
had been praying that God would supply;
then I showed up with a duffel bag of all
sorts of supplies with which to stock their
shelves.” Amazed and grateful, the men
gathered in a circle to dedicate the oneroom clinic to God. Bryan added, “These
guys had stepped out in faith believing
that they were called to start a clinic on
their church grounds, and God was faithful to supply all their needs. What an
amazing God we serve.”

Soccer outreaches have been
effective in sharing the Gospel.
Carlos’ only rule is that players attend the church service.
“Here, the soccer field is a passion—the biggest passion. Five
hundred people came to the
sport ministry and received the
Lord. When they listen to the
teaching of the Word, the Lord
turns their hearts.”

The vision now for CC El
Salvador is to graduate students
from their theological seminary and plant
churches in other parts of the country.
Dave Eason is eager to bring more U.S.based pastors to come alongside the ministry. With a signal that reaches nearly half of
the country, the church’s AM radio station
broadcasts messages in Spanish by Pastors
Raul Ries, Jaime Siman, Marco Alvarez,
and Chuck Eason, Carlos said, and is eager to have more Calvary Chapel-affiliated
teachings in Spanish.

Bryan was amazed to see the little boys talking happily about their new lives. “We are
helping to shape the future of El Salvador.
We are training future pastors at 10 years
old,” Bryan said. “We have the opportunity to shape their lives and love for Christ
by providing a ‘future and a hope’ for kids
who otherwise wouldn’t have any.”
Don added, “I think Central America is essentially wide open. The last Russian tank
pulled out of El Salvador in the early 1990s.
Now they are embracing Christianity.”

La Iglesia Evangélica El Dios
de Israel
www.dowlos.org
carlos@dowlos.org
011-503-2235-1933

Potter’s Field Ranch
www.pfranch.org
info@pfranch.org
1-877-33-RANCH
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