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Calvary Fellowship Seattle
REACHING LOCALLY & GLOBALLY
Church has sent out more than 40 missionaries in the past three decades
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Started nearly 30 years ago by a young hippie during the Jesus Movement, Calvary
Fellowship Seattle has grown in number
and influence. As Seattle believers have answered God’s call to missions, the church
has touched its local community as well as
several countries around the world. From
this fellowship, approximately 40 young
men have planted churches in more than
half a dozen countries. The now-sizeable
fellowship did not grow rapidly, but it
was rooted in grace, love, and God’s Word,
Pastor Wayne Taylor recalled.

Amazed by Grace
Though Wayne was raised by a Christian
mother, the first time he heard Pastor
Chuck Smith of Calvary Chapel Costa
Mesa teach on grace, he was so moved
that he took a teaching tape to his brother

Kelley Taylor—who later became pastor
of CC Lake Stevens in Everett, WA—and
they listened to it over and over. “We were
amazed when we heard that grace is based
on what Christ has done, not on what we
do, and that we are totally accepted in
Christ and approved by God.” He added,
“I remember thinking it couldn’t be true,
but all the Bible verses were there.”
As a young Christian, Wayne had attended
a denominational Bible college. He played
keyboard and started writing Christian
music with Dave Doherty. The two young
men prayed together that God would use
them to spread the Gospel and then wrote
songs about the Lord. “We had never even
heard of a Christian rock band,” Wayne recalled. Over the next few years, they were
invited to play in high schools and colleges
all around Washington state and farther

The children’s choir sings about Jesus as neighborhood children watch.
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Mountlake Terrace residents wave ﬂags at the
13th Annual Tour de Terrace parade.

Assistant Pastor Andrew Hirschman, left, works

sound while Worship Pastor Brett Williams sings worship songs on Calvary Fellowship Seattle’s ﬁrst parade ﬂoat.
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The college age/young adults ministry, also known as CREW, gathers for worship on Thursday evenings.
CC Siegen, Germany, which has planted
other churches in that country. “A lot of
them went through the CFSD, became
teachers there, and then went out. Nick
also served as an elder,” Wayne recalled.
Wayne added that it is important to “let the
young people in and give them a chance,
just like God gave us a chance. Let them
try their wings.”

Kathie Schroeder, center, leads children in a worship song during “Son Treasure Island – Discovering God’s Love” vacation Bible school.
south along the West Coast during the
late 1960s and early 1970s—a time now
referred to as the Jesus Movement—and
many young people accepted Christ in their
schools. One day Wayne and Dave heard
Pastor Chuck teach at CC Costa Mesa.
“At first I wasn’t impressed,” Wayne recalled.
“It wasn’t what I was used to. He didn’t
scream or crack jokes; he didn’t seem that
dynamic. Then I started listening closer.
I noticed he was going right through the
Bible, and every point was striking me in
the heart. He was giving insights that applied to my life.” Wayne added, “For the
first time, when the message was over, I felt
totally spiritually fed.” He and Dave played
Pastor Chuck’s teaching tapes all the way
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back to Seattle. When he got home, Wayne
ordered more and shared the tape on grace
with his brother, Kelley. “When I came
back, I felt like the Lord was saying, ‘Now
start a Bible study.’”

Making Disciples
“We were just a bunch of long-haired young
people,” Wayne said. “When we started, I
called it Love One Another Fellowship.”
He began teaching through the Bible verseby-verse, but the Seattle fellowship didn’t
appear to grow as quickly as the California
one. “I thought there would be hundreds of
thousands in no time,” Wayne said, laughing. “But I hadn’t seen all the plowing at
Costa Mesa; I just saw all the fruit.” Over

time, the group’s size fluctuated and grew
slowly—up to 25 the first year; after three
years, to 100. Wayne hesitated to teach on
Sundays because several denominational
pastors challenged his authority. He called
Pastor Chuck, who encouraged him to continue teaching God’s Word, and said to call
himself “affiliated” with Calvary Chapel.
In July of 1977, Calvary Fellowship Seattle
started Sunday services. “We really wanted
to disciple these people—not just to make
converts, but to make disciples,” Wayne
said. Discipleship classes on Friday nights
helped believers grow in their faith. Now
the CF School of Discipleship (CFSD)
has more than 200 students—including
60 married couples attending classes on

Pastor Craig Finley, second from left, prays with CREW worship team.
serving God in their marriage. Other
classes on Nehemiah and Job help believers
apply godly principles to their lives.
Speaking of married couples studying
the Word together, Worship Pastor Brett
Williams said, “I think it’s critical to the
survival of the family and to the church.
Marriage is the first building block, the
first ministry that God gives us as married
people—ministering to our spouses and
our families.” He counsels married couples
and oversees worship, the church’s radio
broadcasts, and church administration.

Husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ also loved the church ...
Ephesians 5:25

Trickling Across the Globe
As the fellowship has grown, several believers have felt God’s call to share His Word
in other countries. “Our very first missionary got saved at a Sweet Comfort concert,”
Wayne recalled. That man and two other
former hippies went to different parts of
southern Asia to plant churches and introduce the Bible to people in their native
languages. Wayne never imagined so many
believers from Seattle would plant churches abroad; he glorifies God for using CF
Seattle as a training and sending ground.
The School of Discipleship helped prepare
many believers who are now missionaries
overseas—including Nick Long, pastor of

Mike and Becky Dente were baptized at CF
Seattle, attended the School of Discipleship,
and served there for several years before
heading to France in 1997. “We were both
discipled much more by serving in the
church and having hands-on experience,
and getting to know the ministers and pastors,” Becky recalled. “The church did all
they could to help us step out on the field
even though Mike was 26 and I was only
21. Now we’ve been here almost 10 years
and have planted CC Paris.”
In 1982, Pastor Mike MacIntosh took
Wayne on a mission trip to Asia. “That
got my heart stirred for overseas missions,”
Wayne recalled. “When the pastor himself
is involved in missions and goes on trips
with people, the people themselves will get
interested in missions. But if the pastor
never goes, it’s not quite as effective for developing a strong missions ministry in the
church.” A few years later, Pastor George
Bryson took Wayne on a trip to Russia.
“From that trip, we started the first Calvary
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“Let the young people in...
give them a chance [to] try
their wings.”
Pastor Wayne Taylor

In the foyer, believers fellowship between the two Sunday morning services.
Chapel in St. Petersburg … and we were
hooked. For the next 10 years, we were
starting churches in Russia.”
Other men from CF Seattle have planted churches in other parts of the U.S.
“Sometimes you think your church will get
bigger if you hold on to people. But the
Lord showed me that, if I would be more of
a channel than a container, He would pour
a lot of people out through the work here.”
He added, “There were times we had let go
of some of our best people; but if the Lord’s
calling them, what can you do? I felt He
was saying, ‘If you let them go, I’ll raise up
more.’ And He’s always done that.”

Senior Pastor Wayne Taylor of CF Seattle teaches God’s Word during a week of vacation Bible school.
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Tom Bourne reviews the location of CF
Seattle missionaries around the world.

Young Disciples
Since the church moved from downtown Seattle to the residential suburb of
Mountlake Terrace, the children’s ministry
has multiplied. While parents attend discipleship classes, so do their children. “We
have a lot of children that come frequently
throughout the week; our main core is
about 300,” said Allison Coonc, director of
children’s ministry. She has watched many
children grow in their faith. The children
also do service projects—such as gifts for
the elderly—on Wednesday nights to teach
them about sharing God’s love with others.

Cathy Taylor, center, shares a laugh.
Craig Finley, pastor to high school and college-age students, has been serving at CF
Seattle for more than two decades. “Kids
are either looking to be entertained or challenged. So we’re trying to challenge them,”
he said. “We just preach it straight to them.
The Bible studies are very challenging, discipleship oriented.” Living in a liberal part
of the country, young Christians need to
have a strong, biblical foundation to stand
firm in their faith, he said. “We want to
equip these guys to go out into their community and schools and reach the lost. We
have no intention of babysitting them; we
want to disciple them.” The high schoolers

CF Seattle’s Bistro is open for believers to fellowship over coffee after weekly services.
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At Chittenden Locks, visitors can watch
salmon migrate up a 21-step ﬁsh ladder.

Pike Place Market is internationally recognized and attracts 10 million visitors a year,
making it one of Washington’s most frequently visited destinations.

including last summer’s trip to Manchester,
England, with 60 teens. Young people also
minister at a local homeless mission every
week. “We want to give the kids an opportunity to serve, especially the poor and suffering,” Craig said. “A lot of missionaries
have come out of our youth group.”

remember wrestling with that and pleading
with God not to do it. But in the end I accepted His will—whatever it was.”

Tough Times

Anglers ﬁsh for salmon in Puget Sound from Alki Beach Park. The park offers views from the Olympic Mountains to Seattle’s downtown.
are reading through their Bibles in a year,
with Craig teaching an application lesson
on Sundays about what they read.
Jordan Taylor, who directs the on-site Bible
College extension campus, also mentors
young men who grew up in the church. “I
can relate to them,” said the pastor’s son.
“For many years I struggled to be a Christian
and understand what that meant,” he said.
“Then my life was really changed when I
went away to Bible College. My faith became real to me.”

The Fremont District is known for the Fremont Troll statue under Aurora Bridge.
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Craig added, “Pastor Wayne and I like to
combine youth with missions.” The church
has taken dozens of teenagers abroad and
in the U.S. on short-term mission trips—

Like any believers, Pastor Wayne and his
wife of 27 years, Cathy, have gone through
their share of tough times—including her
recent battle with thyroid cancer, which
she testified was completely healed by the
Lord more than a year ago.
Cathy’s cancer was in remission for 23 years
until it showed up again in 2003. Taking radioactive iodine treatments, Cathy was sick
in bed for weeks. As she wrestled with her
continuing illness, she said, “He brought
me to the point where I could … accept
from His hand whatever He allowed, no
matter what that was.” She clung to promises in 1 Peter 1:6–8, in which Peter says,
“In this you greatly rejoice, though… you
have been grieved by various trials.” She
said, “He doesn’t say to rejoice in the trial
itself, but—in context— we can rejoice in
the fact that He has saved us, and we’re going to inherit heaven forever.”
Wayne recalled, “I had to consider the possibility that cancer would take her life. I

After two years of treatments, Cathy still
had thyroid cancer in the spring of 2005.
“I had just lost my brother three weeks prior; my mom was diagnosed with recurring
lymphoma cancer, and my other brother
had cancer as well,” she recalled. “I was in
a really sorrowful, desperate time, crying
out to the Lord.” She was comforted by
Isaiah 53:4, which says Christ “has borne
our griefs and carried our sorrows.” During
her scan that spring, Cathy said she had a
vision to share Christ with her mother—as
she had with her brother—and that she
would be healed. Her scan results were
completely clear, as they all have been for
the past year and a half. “That was one of
the most amazing experiences of my life. I
haven’t been the same since.”
Experiencing God’s faithfulness has enabled Cathy to encourage others. “In ministry, you have to be involved in people’s
suffering and their pain. The Lord puts
you in situations where you have to trust
Him,” she said. “Only God can heal them
and make them whole.” Also difficult are
misunderstandings and broken relationships. “Being in full-time ministry is not for
the faint-hearted. You have to be in it solely
to glorify God,” she said. When misunderstandings arise, one must “keep your heart

tender and open toward people; it helps us
not to fall into the trap of bitterness, isolation, and building up walls.” She added,
“The number one reason people give up in
ministry is because they harden their hearts
against people, and God has to put them
on the shelf. He can’t allow ministers of the
Gospel to harbor unforgiveness, because
then you can’t share about His grace and
forgiveness.” Cathy teaches women’s studies in the church and at the Bible College.
Pastor Wayne will lead a short-term team
to Amsterdam, Holland, in January to help
with a new church plant started by Stan
and Marnie Marinussen, missionaries in
that area since 1993. “I first discovered the
need through my daughter, Amy, who plays
professional basketball for an Amsterdam
team. She was looking for a Calvary Chapel
there,” Wayne said. “I found out Stan was
interested in starting one, so I offered to
help.” Stan anticipates the Seattle team
coming to encourage the core group of
believers in Amsterdam and to help spread
the Word in the community.

Calvary Fellowship Seattle
www.calvaryfellowship.org
info@calvaryfellowship.org
425-775-3422
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