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Month of ministry culminated in three-day event,
drawing more than 6,000 people from UK & abroad.
Story by Christmas McGaughey
Photos by Jacob Harman and Ian Homer

On a bright Sunday in early August, more
than 2,000 people lifted voices and hands
in worship to the Lord in a remote part of
southwest England. Some were praising
God for their newfound or renewed faith
in Christ; others were praising Him for
the harvest of souls from a month spent
sharing the Gospel throughout southwest
England. Over the three-day event known
as Creation Fest, the group had prayed together, studied God’s Word, and rocked to
Christian music from morning to night.
The fifth annual Calvary Chapel-sponsored event was more than just a bunch
of Christians making noise on a grassy
knoll in Devon, UK. Prior to the festival, a
month-long road show toured throughout
the small towns, villages, and communities
of County Devon. At its three-day culmination in early August, more than two
dozen Christian musicians and several pro
skateboarders performed to draw and up-

lift a collective crowd of more than 6,000
people during what’s been called the most
popular free Christian event in Britain.
During the road show in July, believers
formed relationships with young people
who later came to the event and gave their
lives to Christ.

Tim Chaddick, left, and Charlo Brodersen of Smithﬁeld play with zeal.

Pastor Phil Pechonis, CC Woolacombe

Highways and Byways
“We were seeing people saved all over the
place,” said Dan Toro, one of six brothers
whose band Universal Royalty toured with
the road show and played at the festival.
After playing all day at a community skate
park in Bideford, Dan thought the day
seemed almost fruitless. As he and his brothers were packing up, Dan noticed two guys
who seemed to be lingering. “I walked up
and started talking to them about the Lord
and asked them if they had a relationship

Pro skater Jud Heald of Joplin, MO, performed and shared his testimony.
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with Jesus Christ,” he recalled. “They were
polite and respectful and had no idea what
we were talking about.” After he shared
some Scriptures about salvation and sinful
man’s need for God’s grace, he said, “They
both accepted Christ.” He invited them to
Creation Fest, where there were seminars

Lindz West, of the band Lz7, from Manchester,

England, lends the mic to an enthusiastic attendee. The free, three-day event drew 6,000 people.
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Sonya Zinovyev, from CC Costa Mesa, implores a young man in Ilfracombe to consider Christ. After a lengthy conversation, he did.
and Bible teaching classes to encourage
new and growing believers.
Dan and the other Creation Fest volunteers
also saw a lot of people they had met on the
road show come to Creation Fest, where the
newcomers could ask more questions and
feel at ease among believers. “That’s where
a lot of sowing came to fruition,” Dan said.
“They came back to Creation Fest later and
made a decision for Christ.”

Many of England’s colorful youth attended the show; some accepted Christ.
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For the first 2½ weeks, the road show
performed at public schools throughout
Devon. Some of the believers were allowed
to share about their faith in the Religious
Education classes. “We did 20 minutes of
teaching about the triune God and how He
relates to us. Then we had 40 minutes for
Q&A, and the kids got to ask us questions

Teens watch the road show at the Anglican church called “Pip & Jim’s” in Ilfracombe.
like, ‘Why do I need Jesus Christ?’” Dan recalled. Many of those same students came
to the festival. “Some teachers came too.”
Calvary Chapel volunteers ministered
alongside local believers. At a school in
Ilfracombe, Dan met a 12-year-old boy
whose grandfather was a believer. Dan
ran into them again at the grandfather’s
church—an Anglican church known locally as “Pip & Jim’s.” Dan and the grandfather talked to the young man, and he
prayed to accept Christ. “His grandfather
was ecstatic because he’d been praying for
him,” Dan recalled. “They walked away
together, both as believers.”
Joey Rozek, youth pastor at CC Old Bridge,
NJ, took a team of teenagers and young
people to help share the Gospel during the

road show and the three-day festival. “We
had the opportunity to lead several kids to
the Lord in Ilfracombe,” Joey said. “We
focused on evangelism at the event. We
had some sweet opportunities to talk to
some of the food vendors and people who
responded at the end of Brian Brodersen’s
message.” After Pastor Brian of CC Costa
Mesa shared the Gospel onstage, nearly
two dozen people responded by coming
forward to pray, Joey recalled.

God’s Presence Amidst the Praise
While the celebration was a time of intense
praise and jamming rhythms, the gathering was about much more than music.
“You could just sense the peace of the Lord
there,” said organizer Phil Pechonis, pas-

tor of CC Woolacombe. “Jesus is the focus
over everything.”
Pastor Phil, who has overseen the event
since its inception, said, “The people come
for more than the bands and the music; they
come because the Lord has touched their
lives. They can sense His presence.” Others
come because word is spreading about the
festival. The community is supportive of
the event, he said, and local churches have
gotten involved.

United for Christ
Nearly 300 Christian volunteers from the
UK and the States helped share the Gospel
with unbelievers and prayed with many who
were discouraged in their faith or wanted to
rededicate their lives to Jesus. Twenty local
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Christian churches also worked together
with Calvary Chapels from the States and
the UK.
“It’s turned into a national event,” Phil said.
“We’ve had people from all over the country
… also from Ireland and Germany.”
Started in 2002, the first one-day event
drew nearly 500 people. Held every August
since then, the festival this year drew more
than 6,000 people during its three-day span.
The atmosphere has changed as well, Phil
noted. “We really felt the Lord had broken
down a stronghold—a real spiritual breakthrough this year,” he said. “It just seemed
like there was real peace at the site. Before,
it had felt quite oppressive.” Countless
numbers of people on several different
continents were praying for the event, he
added. “God is doing something new and
fresh here; we believe He’s on the brink of
waking up England,” he said. “There aren’t
that many Christians here. Many churches
had lost hope, and that’s driven them to
pray with one another. God is really doing
a work.”

The Music
Among the musicians at the event were:
Canadian-born band, The Kry; Idaho’s
Grand Prize; Southern Californian Phil
Wickham; South London-based bands
Four Kornerz and rap duo M.O.D.; Brother
John from Somerset; Universal Royalty of
Pennsylvania; Cathy Burton of Eastbourne;
OneHundredHours; Lindz West’s band, Lz7
from Manchester; Transition; Narrowpath;
a temporarily reunited Smithfield from
Southern California; Glasgow-based rocksters Superhero; Glo; guitarist and singer
Lindsay Skaar; and Scott Cunningham of
CC Costa Mesa, CA.

Scott Cunningham of CC Costa Mesa, CA, right, talks to teens at a road show.
Pro skaters Jud Heald and Jared Lee performed on ramps for crowds and shared
testimonies of their personal relationships
with Jesus Christ. Two of the speakers,
Pastor Brian Brodersen of CC Costa Mesa
and Pastor Bob Caldwell of CC Boise, ID,
gave in-depth Bible teachings and shared
the Gospel message several times.
At the children’s tents on site, volunteers
presented the Gospel to young listeners—many of whom accepted Christ. “We
shared the creation message, about the fall
of Adam and Eve, and about the Lord’s
desire to bring them back into a right relationship with Him,” Dan Toro said. “We
concluded by sharing how God made the
ultimate provision when His Son died on
the cross. They were wide-eyed.” When
asked if they wanted to accept Christ,
more than 30 children raised their hands.
“Mothers were crying in the back; it was
refreshing to see that childlike faith. We
started celebrating; they (other volunteers)
had to come to quiet us down,” Dan said
with a chuckle.

“We really felt the Lord had
broken down a stronghold—a real
spiritual breakthrough this year.”
Phil Pechonis
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Next year Phil said they hope to start the
road show in May to allow three months of
outreach with at least three different bands
preceding the actual festival. Volunteers
for next summer’s event can contact Phil
through the web site. Creation Fest will
again be held in Woolacombe, a small resort community off the northern coast of
County Devon in southwest England.

Woolacombe is in southwest England.
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