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In the tiny country that dominates world
headlines and stands as Ground Zero for
biblical end-times prophecy, less than three
percent of Israel’s population recognizes
Jesus Christ as the Messiah. At the Western
Wall of the Temple Mount, Jews from all
over the world gather daily to make contact
with God. All that remains of the enormous
temple and courtyard that Herod and the
Jews built in 20 B.C., the Kotel is considered by Jews to be the present-day dwelling
place of the Shekinah—the divine presence

of Jehovah God—and the only meeting
place between God and man.
Believers from Calvary Chapels in Peru
traveled to the Holy Land earlier this year
to share Christ’s love with God’s chosen
people. When they saw the Jewish men
and women weeping and praying at the
Western Wall—the preferred term instead
of the “Wailing Wall”—many of them felt
their hearts swell with God’s compassion
and desire for His people to know Him.

A Jewish woman prays at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Written prayers
are placed in the cracks of the wall.
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“Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has
come from a far country for the sake of Your great name and Your mighty hand
and Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this temple; then
hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the
foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your name and
fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this temple
which I have built is called by Your name.”
2 Chronicles 6:32-33

Men from the CCBC Peru team gather at the

Western Wall to pray for Israel.
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Each morning, the team gathered to read God’s Word.

Jerusalem has been continuously inhabited since at least 3000 B.C.

Policemen on Jerusalem’s Ben Yehuda Street ask

Huddling together at the wall next to the
Jews, the small group of foreigners, some
wearing caps with doves, some wearing
yarmulkes, prayed with tears for the peace
of Jerusalem.

Israel will gather him, and keep him as a
shepherd does his flock’” (Jeremiah 31:10).

respectful tone, speaking in terms he knew
they were familiar with.

The policemen left, and the team breathed
a sigh of relief. Then, as John concluded
the reading, the policemen returned. This
time they approached him. He and the
team members silently prayed that they
would not be jailed or cited for openly
reading the Bible.

“I know you’re reading the Bible. What are
you reading?” the man pressed.

“What are you reading?” the policeman
asked John in heavily accented English.

“Yes, but what is it you are reading?” the
man asked again, looking John in the face.
John thought he saw genuine curiosity in
his eyes.

Sharing Yahweh’s Love
Ben Yehuda Street in downtown Jerusalem
was unusually quiet, unlike the night before. The small mission team from CC
Bible College in Lima, Peru, shifted uneasily as Pastor John Bonner, director of
the Bible College, shared the morning’s
devotion in Spanish. Two policemen had
stopped to watch, eyeing the group and
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listening to John read from his open Bible.
The night before, a small mob of teenage
boys had tried to disrupt their outreach,
shouting and calling the team members
vulgar names. After trying to gently minister to them, the team finally had to call the
police to come break up the mob. It was a
shock for most of the Peruvians since their
culture generally respects the Gospel and
the Bible.
“Are they going to arrest us?” John thought
as he continued reading that morning’s
passage aloud in Spanish: “Hear the word
of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in
the isles afar off, and say, ‘He who scattered

“We’re reading the Bible, the Word of
Jehovah God,” John replied with a carefully

Pastor John Bonner of CCBC Peru about what he was reading in the Bible while curious onlookers listen.

“We are reading from the prophet Jeremiah,”
John answered as the team sat on the edge
of their seats, many of the Peruvians not
understanding the discussion in English.

“We are reading about God’s end-time
promises—that He would bring the Jews
back into their homeland and that He
would restore Israel,” John shared. “The
Lord has shown us that He is bringing
Jews from all over the world back to Israel
as He said He would in His Word. We see
you—many of you who have returned to
Israel—as God’s fulfillment of His promise
to your beautiful nation.”
The two policemen broke out into broad
smiles, nodding with interest. They asked
John to continue. The team silently praised
God for opening a door. They all had
learned that Jerusalem was no easy place

The Tomb of Zechariah lies directly east
of the Old City of Jerusalem.
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Pastor Marcos Martinez, left, chats with a hostel guest in Tel Aviv.
became a nation in 1948, more than two
million Jews have returned to their motherland from all over the world. Many believe this is a fulfillment of God’s promise
in Jeremiah 31:10.

The CCBC team sings worship songs along Tel Aviv’s Herbert Samuel Esplanade. They also shared the Good News with passers-by.
for a Christian to talk to a Jew about the
Bible. Many Orthodox Jews were either
steeped in tradition and legalism, like the
Pharisees from Bible times, or they held
bitter resentment because of past disputes
and persecutions at those who call themselves Christians.
As John spoke about Yeshua Ha’Mashiach—
Hebrew for “God My Savior is the
Messiah”—several other Jewish men of
various ages gathered, curious. The first policeman took off his hat, revealing a deep
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blue yarmulke as he listened to John talk
about God’s heart toward Israel.

again, hugging each man as he left. The
men walked away smiling.

“We believe that the Messiah is returning
soon, that He loves Israel, and that His
Word says He wants you to be His personal friend,” John said. “God’s Son wants
to have a relationship with you.” The men
seemed to listen to this statement. Then the
policemen thanked John and the team for
coming to Jerusalem and talking to them
about God and politely took their leave.
“Yeshua Ha’Mashiach loves you,” John said

“I doubt they had ever heard that before; it
seemed new to them,” John said. “It was a
divine appointment—interesting that the
theme of our morning devotion was God
dealing with Israel in these last days.”

The Gathering Nation
The team of 19, including Peruvian pastors,
staff, and students of CCBC Peru, went

in March to Israel for a 12-day outreach
targeted at some 80,000 Spanish-speaking Jews living in the Holy Land. As they
worked with other Calvary Chapel ministries in Israel, the Lord opened many opportunities along the way.

The team anticipated ministering to the
Olim, John said, and though Peru is a poor
country, the team brought several bags of
new clothes, toys, and food for CC Tel Aviv
to distribute.

Israel is filled with Jewish immigrants—
Olim in Hebrew—who have returned to
Israel. Israeli law permits any Jew from
any country the legal right to assisted immigration and settlement in Israel and
automatic Israeli citizenship. Since Israel

Tel Aviv, called “The White City” for
its light-colored buildings, is spiritually
dark and decadent, full of sexual perversion, New Age occultism, and drugs,
John explained. The team worked with
CC Tel Aviv’s soup kitchen ministry to

Tel Aviv is an Israeli city on the coast of
the Mediterranean Sea.
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Women read tracts and invitations to CC Tel Aviv that
were handed out at the beach outreach.

Jose Soto talks to a teen who tried to disrupt the Tel Aviv outreach.
impoverished Olim. “We had a table full
of sweet old guys from all around the
world—Greece, Iran, Iraq, Morocco, and
Russia—all Jews,” said Omar Binda of
CCBC Peru. “They got to see the love of
Jesus.” He added, “Someone told me Jews
are like cactus fruit because they seem hard
on the outside, like they won’t talk to you
at all, unapproachable, but when you talk
to them, most of them just open up, and
they are cool and really friendly.”
Planting seeds and showing Christ’s love
were a major part of the trip. “We didn’t
see any conversions, but we did see people
who were receptive,” said John Bonner.
“We believe many prophecies are being fulfilled right before our eyes, so we want to
be right there in the midst of that, planting seeds and sharing God’s love with them,
because soon those blinders will be lifted.”
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Pastor Leo Maestre shares the Gospel in Tel Aviv.

Reaching ‘Minors’
“In Israel, anyone caught witnessing to
minors under 18 will have an automatic
five-year prison sentence,” John explained.
“Happily, there were two members of the
team that the law did not apply to because they too were minors.” John’s two
sons, Jason, 16, and Joshua, 14, shared
Christ with young men in Israel through
music, skateboarding, and soccer, and
other unplanned divine appointments
along the way.

the kids asked why the team had come,
Josh and some other believers shared the
Gospel with them. He told them, “We
came because Yeshua Ha’Mashiach came,
and we want to share His love with you.
He is the Messiah.” Josh and other team
members shared Psalm 22 and other Old
Testament prophecies about Christ. “I
told them that these verses were in their
Bibles,” Josh recalled. Later, a few of the
young men came to the team’s hostel and
spent more time with them, receiving soccer balls as presents.

While the team was playing worship songs
at the Strand in Tel Aviv, some teenagers
started making fun of the music. Joshua
noticed a few of them looking at his skateboard, so he started doing tricks with it off
to the side. “They were surprised because
no one in Israel skates that much. They
thought it was really cool,” Josh said. He
let a few of them try his skateboard. When

Recalling the teenagers in Jerusalem who
had threatened the team, Josh said, “I was
shocked, and I was broken at the same
time. These kids are so zealous for what
they believe, but they don’t know that the
Messiah has come. We told them, ‘Yeshua
Ha’Mashiach loves you,’ but they were, like,
‘We don’t care; keep your love!’” Josh recalled, “The Lord really spoke to my heart:

A crowd gathered at Tel Aviv’s beachfront esplanade when Bible College students from Jerusalem and Peru performed skits and songs.

“In Israel, anyone caught witnessing to minors under
18 will have an automatic ﬁve-year prison sentence.”
Pastor John Bonner

Steve Delany, of CC Kaiserslautern, Germany, dances with a woman at the outreach.

Patrick McNicholas, Jr., a CCBC
Jerusalem student, shares Scripture.
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Israel borders Egypt, Jordan, Syria,
Lebanon, and the Mediterranean Sea.

An Israeli soldier and CC Bible College graduate, Arthur prays with John
Bonner and a Jewish believer. Arthur spent one semester at CCBC Peru.

‘Josh, these are My people.’ He put it on
my heart that if they came again, I should
stand up to preach to them and show them
the truth.” Since returning to Peru, Josh
has shared more Scriptures with some of
them through email.

CCBC Peru

John spends time with children after a Shabbat service in Jerusalem. The believers gathered to worship, fellowship, and share a meal.

“These kids are so zealous for what they believe, but
they don’t know that the Messiah has come.”
Joshua Bonner

During the trip, CCBC Peru also worked
with students from CCBC Jerusalem and
CCBC Hungary. John Bonner started the
Bible College in Lima, Peru, in February
of 2000, after he and his wife, Pilar, attended the main CC Bible College in
Southern California. CCBC Peru birthed
several churches in Peru, including Iglesia
Cristiana Calvary Chapel in Lima, where
John is the senior pastor. With assistance
from CC Costa Mesa, the Bible College
in Peru purchased its own facility in 2003.
Hundreds have studied at the CCBC
Peru campus, and many graduates are now
serving in ministry as pastors, teachers,
and missionaries in Peru and as far away
as Germany.

Peruvian Omar Binda, right, shares a meal at the CC Tel Aviv Soup Kitchen.

With the recent conflict in Israel, John will
return in October with five members of his
team to aid in relief efforts and share the
Good News of the Messiah. Another outreach trip is planned for March of 2007.

CC Bible College Peru
Arthur Davidov, left, translates for John as he teaches at a Jewish
believers’ Shabbat worship service in Jerusalem.
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Peruvian Miluska Panduro, left, enjoys fellowship with Messianic
Jewish women after the Bible study.

http://ccbcperu.calvarychapel.com/
ccbc_peru@yahoo.com
011-51-1-460-9112

Jason Bonner, right, exchanges email addresses with a teen from Tiberias.
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