GULF COAST

Relief teams join

worshipers at Calvary Gulf Coast.

Dr. Robert Beck, Temecula, CA, gives a tetanus
shot to Kristin Shipman, Knoxville, TN.

The Lord on high is
mightier than the
noise of many waters,
than the mighty waves
of the sea. Psalm 93:4

Gulf Coast

C A LVA R Y I N T H E

I would have lost heart, unless I
had believed that I would see the
goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living. Wait on the Lord;
be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen your heart; wait, I say,
on the Lord!
Psalm 27:13-14
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Rod Clemmer, of CC Vancouver, WA, cleans debris from the back entrance of
Calvary Gulf Coast. The church sustained minor damage.
Gilda Seymour, right, who lost her Ocean
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Springs home, is comforted with a hug from Aimee Brown, Pastor Steve Brown’s wife.
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“The golf course was completely flooded, so
we had to walk around,” she said. Nearing
her street, Gilda found her grandson’s picture lying on the ground. “I knew then it
was worse than I could imagine.”

Pastor Steve Brown prays for Calvary Gulf
Coast deacon, Russ Jennings.

come and dig through our junk. It’s just a
lot of love.”
Nearly two dozen teams traveled to the Gulf
Coast within the first three weeks. Another
53 teams are scheduled through midNovember, said Pastor Sandy Adams, CC
Stone Mountain, GA, who is coordinating
relief teams for the devastated region.

Lapping against the house’s 16-foot-high
stilts, whitecaps rolled through their yard.
On impulse, Gilda rushed toward the house,
but her husband stopped her from entering
the water. They found an aluminum boat
and paddled in with two-by-four boards.
They could hardly believe their eyes: the entire back wall of their home had been sucked
away into the Gulf.

“It’s very much like a tsunami when you go
through there,” said Pastor Roy Mudrick,
CC Fairhope, AL, a veteran of post-hurricane clean up and rebuilding after Ivan
last summer. “Vehicles have been thrown
around, houses absolutely demolished.
Some of those big casinos on barges were
moved for a quarter-mile, demolishing everything in their path.”

“All the sheet rock in our house was gone,”
she said. “It makes me shudder to think how
high the waves must have been.”
For the first few days, Gilda returned to
dig through debris for memories and keepsakes. “I felt as long as I was digging, I was
still somehow connected to my house.” But
when she found some dead seabirds, she realized there was nothing left for her there.

The damage seemed surreal. Houses had
been snatched from their foundations while
the mailboxes remained intact. Cars and
boats lay in heaps like forgotten toys. Entire
strip malls and apartment complexes had
been wiped away, left only in the memory
of local residents.

“I am so, so thankful that I am a Christian,
because if I wasn’t I wouldn’t have gotten
through it,” she said, “and because I realize it’s just stuff.” She has found comfort
in Hebrews 13:5b: “Be content with such
things as you have. For He Himself has said,
‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’”

The hurricane’s destructive force spread
as far north as Hattiesburg and Meridian.
When Pastor Ebb Fox, Calvary Fellowship in
Meridian, visited the church after the storm,
he found that a huge oak tree had fallen into
the sanctuary. A team from Grace Calvary
Chapel, in Soddy Daisy, TN, repaired the
damage a few days later.

“In a way it’s heartbreaking, but it’s a cleansing
feeling, too. God has a way of bringing you
back to basics, letting you see what’s more
important.” Now she sees neighbors with no
electricity sitting outside talking to each other until dark. People at Calvary Gulf Coast
linger longer after the service to share stories
Ed Fuentes of CC Santa Barbara helps remove furniture damaged by Hurricane Katrina.
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Steve greets an elderly man looking for wood to
cover his exposed roof in Gulfport.

The Lord sat enthroned at the
Flood, and the Lord sits as King
forever. The Lord will give strength
to His people; The Lord will bless
His people with peace. Psalm 29:10-11

Gulf Coast

Driven by 145-mph winds, a 25-foot wall of and encourage each other. “Everybody feels
hurricane storm surge slammed into coastal connected to the fellowship.”
Mississippi as Gilda Seymour and her husband, Ken Freeman, huddled in her beauty Joining them have been dozens of Calvary
Chapel believers from all over the United
salon in Ocean Springs.
States who came to help in the aftermath
“There was a lot of wind, a LOT of wind,” of Hurricane Katrina. “So many wonderful
she recalled. “We could see rooftops flying young men and women have come from all
down Highway 90.” That afternoon, the over the country to try to get our lives back
pair, who attend Calvary Gulf Coast, drove together,” she said. “I don’t even know how
to the beach to see how their Gulf-front to thank them. They’ve left their families to
home had fared.

Calvary teams helped rebuild the small restaurant of Wes Tanner, a Gulfport resident
who attends Calvary Gulf Coast. “We’ve
seen a lot of Jesus in the people there,” he
said. Wes came to Christ through Calvary
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Gulf Coast

Matt Popi, CC Vancouver, WA, saws off a tree limb at a Gulfport home.

Volunteer from CC Vancouver, WA, Rod Clemmer removes ruined bedding while Randy Foster knocks out water-soaked drywall from a

Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will by
no means pass away.
Mark 13:31

Sandy Foster and Pastor Daniel Gettmey, CC
Vancouver, WA, clean out remnants of wet drywall.
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Pascagoula home.

A Vancouver team prays for Lynda Gallese after cleaning her damaged home.

Gulf Coast Pastor Steve Brown. “Best thing “The racial segregation that existed here,
that ever happened to me,” he stated.
we see Katrina has blown it away. Katrina
means purity, or purifying, and that’s how
Steve said God has used the loss to pu- God has used this storm for the body of
rify the community and the local church. Christ here—purity—that we aren’t divided.
“There was a line of separation here in It’s a wonderful thing to see.”
Biloxi, and that separation was the tracks.
North of the tracks is the most impover- Resources are a tremendous blessing to
ished area,” he said. “Katrina has blown that an area that already suffered from povwall of separation away. The body of Christ erty before Katrina left hundreds homeless
is ministering together.” Local churches are and jobless. Foreseeing that need, Calvary
pooling resources and serving the commu- Chapel set up a benevolence fund, to which
nity together.
many people have contributed generously,

said Sandy Adams. “We have helped pay
pastors’ salaries and have given benevolence to all the churches. We’ve purchased
$100,000 worth of gift cards, spreading
them throughout the region.”
Steve said, “God is so faithful to bring us the
people and resources we need to get things
done. We see His hand daily.”
In an invisible exodus, thousands of people
left the South to stay with relatives in other
states. Pastor Gayle Erwin, known for his
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Dr. Dawn V. Obrecht listens to a woman’s
lungs at a free clinic set up by CC teams
and medical professionals in Slidell, LA.

Please pray for the Gulf Coast area
Calvary Chapels and their pastors:
Calvary Chapel Fairhope, AL
Roy Mudrick
Calvary Fellowship Meridian, MS
Ebb Fox
Calvary Chapel Jackson, MS
Michael Ferraro
Calvary Gulf Coast, MS
Steve Brown
Calvary Fellowship Baton Rouge, LA
Mitch Lovett

A CC Vancouver, WA, team prays with a youth, who was impacted by the Hurricane, to receive Christ.

Calvary Fellowship Houma, LA
Jeff Robinson

“Servant Quarters” ministry, brought his
elderly parents back to his Cathedral City,
CA, home.

Calvary Chapel New Orleans, LA
Kevin Cox

“If they weren’t with me, they’d be in some
auditorium on cots,” he said. “I don’t know
that they would have survived this. They
could have been swept up by polluted waters from the Bayou.” His mother and
step-father, both strong believers in Christ,
recognize God’s love in saving them from a
storm they could not have survived alone.

Calvary Fellowship Lafayette, LA
George Lewellyn

Please pray for those recently
affected by Hurricane Rita
in Louisiana and Texas.

Pastor Ben Slaboda, of CC Athens, GA, took
a team down right after the storm. “So many
we talked to just needed that human touch,
that hug, and that prayer,” he said. Many
readily accepted Bibles and listened to the
Gospel. “You rarely find that sort of openness
in the States. I’ve been to India and Thailand
on mission trips, where you find that kind of
eager reception. This was definitely as fruitful as any place I’ve ever been.”

Randy Foster holds a New Testament for a woman trying on a pair of
glasses. Hurricane victims were given reading glasses and Bibles.
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He predicted, “It’s going to be a fertile mission field for months and months, probably
even for years to come.”

Jimmy, 21 months, grabs Pastor Jeff Guesno’s leg. The CC Perry, NY, team made
several stops in Jimmy’s Gulfport neighborhood to bring supplies to residents.

This map shows some of the areas affected
by Hurricane Katrina.
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