CC Carson Valley

Riding with
the Law for

the Lord
CC Pastor bridges the blue
line of law enforcement with
the grace of Jesus Christ.

CC Carson Valley is in the township of Gardnerville, which was
established in 1879 to serve the farmers of Carson Valley.

Deputy Bret Hicks—“I thought,
‘Oh, great,’ when Pastor Dan Steen
first began the chaplainry program
in the Sheriff ’s department, ‘now I
have to deal with this civilian, be
on my best behavior, and watch
what I say.’ I had been a Marine
for 8 years before joining the force.
“He would show up at jail at midnight and
take candy to the officers on jail duty. Or
show up at the firing range with lemonade
in summer or hot chocolate in winter. He
showed us he was there for us, especially if we
were dealing with a tough issue. Some of the
guys told him a few things in confidence, just
to see if he would leak it out. We realized that
he was someone we could count on—no matter the situation presented.
“I wasn’t a Christian at that time ... he was a
regular guy and he made me curious. I started
talking to him about Christ. He was pretty
cool about it, never giving us more than we
asked for. He would field questions, but if I
wanted to know more I would need to come
to CCCV, where he worked. I learned he had
been in Vietnam and had similar experiences.”

As he begins his shift as a police chaplain,
Pastor Dan Steen, right, chats with deputy
Bret Hicks.
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“I don’t throw my Bible on their
dashboard and preach. I’m there
to assist the officers. The Lord
opens doors and after a while they
start asking me what I believe in
and about my church. They become curious because they see me
in the same exact situations they’re
in. And they’re looking for a way
to deal with this life they chose to
live. I usually open up and share
Pastor Dan Steen teaches the Word of God on
Romans 13—talking about God’s
Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.
place, and the authorities, and if
you rebel against the authorities
you’re rebelling against God. I tell
them
they’re
modern-day centurions and
“Let every soul be subject to the
they’re
shocked.
They didn’t know that.
governing authorities. For there is
When they ask why I do this, I give them
no authority except from God and
a testimony.”

the authorities that exist are apRomans 13:1 Raised in Westminster, California, Dan
pointed by God.”
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arrying a loaded shotgun just a
few feet away from a carload of
gang members is not a job for the
faint-of-heart. Neither is quelling a domestic disturbance by orchestrating
a makeshift memorial for family members fighting over the
ashes of their deceased father. In
a mountainous area in Nevada
driven by gambling and casinos,
Pastor Dan Steen, CC Carson
Valley (CCCV), has found himself in many difficult situations.

had his share of run-ins with law enforcement. After returning from Army service
in Vietnam in ’68 and ’69 in field artillery
and air mobile, he was arrested for driving
under the influence. As he was leaving the
courthouse he mockingly said, “If there’s a
God—this is your chance to save me.”
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on patrol but explains that the
Lord is working through him.

That’s what happened. A high school dropout who confesses he didn’t know the difference between the Old and New Testament,
Dan’s desire for alcohol was suddenly gone.
Questioning his commitment to Christ, he
prayed for a sign, opened his Bible, and
came upon Jeremiah 1:4–10. There he read:
“You shall go to all to whom I send you, and
whatever I command you, you shall speak.
Do not be afraid of their faces.”
He couldn’t get much further in the chapter because of his tears. Now the pastor of
a 300-member congregation, Pastor Dan
began volunteering for chaplain duty after
a local deputy was killed. He immediately
knew this was a calling.

“Before I formed you in the womb
I knew you; before you were born
I sanctified you; I ordained you a
prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5
“The Lord has opened this door and I’m
going to walk through it and see what happens. I can’t compromise Jesus and I didn’t
through the whole academy. And it has just
been a blessing.” After completing academy
training, the next obstacle was winning the
trust of the officers.

Ordained in 1985 and the pastor for CCCV since 1990, Dan
devotes his time each week as a
chaplain for the local sheriff ’s
department. For the past 6 years
he has done at least two ridealongs a week. For putting his
life on the line to do God’s work,
this easy-going pastor received
training with all the weapons
carried by law enforcement officials. Working as a “spiritual influence,” Pastor Dan admits he
does not have an agenda while

Ulla, Kathy Steen, Tara, and daugther Jordi raise their voices and hands in praise to the Lord during Sunday worship.

“The Lord has opened this door and I’m going to walk through
it and see what happens. I can’t compromise Jesus and I didn’t
Worshippers attend Sunday service where the word of God is taught verse-by-verse.

through the whole academy.”
Pastor Dan Steen
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“What any law enforcement officer is looking for is reality,” Pastor Dan explained.
“They’re looking for something that is not
jive. They want it to be real. It takes time to
figure out, ‘Are you real? Why are you here?’
After a couple of years you break down that
blue line and then they start opening up
to you with their real lives. The chaplain
sees a different type of ministry because
they won’t come to us. They won’t involve
people in their lives that they don’t know or
trust. But once they trust you they’ll trust
you with absolutely everything. You have to
invest time in their world. I want to live
where they live and learn what they do.
And then they’ll say, ‘You’re one of us.’”
Fulfilling a desire to further help his community, Dan has led members of the
sheriff ’s department to the Lord, as well
as some of the locals he is called upon to
counsel. But that is just an added benefit in
the ministry to which he feels called.

Ben Dykes reaches to shake hands with Lucas, son of Danielle and Crespin Esquivel, after Sunday Service.

“I never went to the sheriff ’s department in
order to get people to come to my church,”
he pointed out. “It was just, ‘Lord, these
people need help and they have nowhere
to go.’ They arrest pastors for drunk driving; they don’t believe anything. But they’re
looking for the truth, and when they see it
they know it. I’ve been called to minister to
men and women in law enforcement.”
As a pastor, husband, and father, Dan has
quite a busy schedule devoting his time to
family, full-time ministry, and the sheriff ’s
department. “I don’t have time to go golfing or sit and watch sports. A lot of the
things I used to think were important have
become unimportant to me. People are important. I have a short period of time to do
what is right. If I’m doing God’s stuff, that
relaxes me. I get very relaxed being in ministry and it’s fun. There’s just not enough
time to do all the fun stuff for the Lord
that I want to do.”

Dan chats with church members after teaching Sunday morning.
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Darlene Kariola and Rachel Hall greet each other
with a hug.

Arthur Stanford playfully shows Caleb Contreras how to open his cane.

who just lost someone very precious, and
there’s just no fixing their problem. I think
every pastor experiences death notifications,
but what broadens this is that you’re dealing with people you don’t know. You’re
not in your office and they’re usually not
Christians. You’re there to assist them, to
explain to them what is going to happen;
that there will be an autopsy while the deputies do their work.”

Called upon to ease the tension at local
“call outs,” moments of crisis such as traffic
accidents with fatalities or a suicide, it is “What I’ve found is that the door has been
rarely a happy occasion when the chaplain opened to share with them about the Lord.
is needed to perform his duties. “Any time I always carry a Bible in my duty bag. Some
you’re called it’s a tragedy. The hardest ones of the people want you to do the memorial
involve children, such as the unexpected service. And that gives you an opportunity
death of a child. You’re with the parents to share the Gospel with all the people that

“Any time you’re
called it’s a tragedy.
The hardest ones
involve children,
such as the
unexpected death
of a child.”
Pastor Dan Steen
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Gary White helps locate a Bible verse as he teaches from Acts chapter 2 in Sunday School.

“It’s something that needs to be done and
either a Christian is going to fulfill that
position or a non-Christian is going to
fulfill that position as chaplain. And if you
get somebody in there that is going to be
Boys look up scripture during Sunday school.

sharing Jesus, then you’re way better off.”
Pastor Dan Steen

Stephanie Hicks, wife of ofﬁcer Bret Hicks, reads a Bible story to children in Sunday school.
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show up, ones you’ve never met before. It’s ministry at CCCV is going well. In addisomething that needs to be done and either tion to a Christian martial arts ministry,
a Christian is going to fulfill that position there is also Bikers for Christ, a motorcycle
or a non-Christian is going to fulfill that group that ministers to outlaw bikers while
position as chaplain. And if you get some- dressed in their leather gear. Several home
body in there that is going to be sharing Bible studies have been started in outlying
areas where they pray churches will grow. A
Jesus, then you’re way better off.”
24-hour broadcast FM radio station is soon
Confident that his work as chaplain has to be launched. Their Christian school
helped him become a better pastor, the teaches children godly values.

While on duty, Dan has run into members of his congregation in good and bad
situations. But he insists his work in the
“real world” only benefits him and CCCV.
“Most people are isolated from the ‘real
world’ and don’t see what’s happening. As a
pastor, it keeps me in contact with the ‘real
world.’ These are people that are hurting
and they don’t know the Lord. For me, it
enhances the ministry because it keeps me
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he teaches and teaches what he lives. I wanted what he had. He showed us what being a
Christian was like. Normal people can have
“Being saved is the crisis. Being born-again, fun, and can live this Christian life.
that is life and death, heaven and hell.
Being made into the image of God, being “When I starting attending CCCV, I found
conformed into His image, maturing as a an excuse to stop there almost every day. I
Christian is a process, and that lasts you didn’t have any idea what being a Christian
the rest of your life. And if you ever think was about. Dan discipled me and answered
that you have it together, then you’re miss- my questions.
ing something.”
“Four officers now attend CCCV as well as sevDeputy Bret Hicks—“I sent my wife with eral dispatch and administrative people. Dan
the kids to visit the church first. She checked has made a great impact and is an invaluable
it out and said it was cool. Dan has made asset as a chaplain. It used to be hard saying
himself a trusted friend. Cops are suspicious, goodbye to my family each day … now I take
but he is completely accepted by the depart- comfort, knowing the Lord is in control.”
ment. Deputies would tell me they needed to
talk to Dan. He has become an integral part Deputy Bret Hicks has attended CC
of the department.
Carson Valley for 3 years and teaches
Sunday school with his wife when his
“He continues to go to dispatch in the middle schedule permits.
of the night. He is a great guy—he lives what
in touch with the people whom I’d never
meet any other way.”

CC Carson Valley

775-265-3259
dsteencccv@aol.com
www.calvarychapel.com/
carsonvalley

CC Carson Valley is located in Nevada.

Gary and Stephanie from CC Carson City lead worship at a growing Sunday evening home fellowship in Dayton, which is 40 minutes
from Gardnerville. Many of the attendees are from CC Carson Valley fellowship.

“Being made into the image
of God, being conformed
into His image, maturing as
a Christian is a process, and
that lasts you the rest of your
life. And if you ever think
that you have it together, then
you’re missing something.”
Mark Ward teaches at the Dayton home fellowship, which is an
outreach of CC Carson Valley.
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Pastor Dan Steen

Dan chats with deputies Partipilo, Cowden, and Hicks in the control room of the Douglas County Sheriff ’s Ofﬁce in Minde, Nevada.

33

