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HOLY LAND J O URNEY
PASTOR CHUCK SMITH LEADS 600 THROUGH THE PROMISED LAND

story and photographs by Tom Price

Pastor Chuck shows how
to use a sling.

The trip began in Joppa, where the Lord encouraged Peter to
share the Gospel with the Gentiles.

“If God is for us, who can be
against us?” asked Pastor Chuck
Smith of CC Costa Mesa, as he
prepared to cast a rock from a
sling in the Elah Valley—the
location of David’s defeat of
Goliath. “It wasn’t a giant doing
battle against a boy, but rather a
giant against the living God.”
After several attempts, Chuck launched a
stone from the kind of sling shepherds had
used to ward off wolves long ago. It sailed
away to the applause of the 600 pilgrims
Chuck had led on this, his thirty-third trip
to the Holy Land. He was careful not to injure any of his flock, who had come to hear
God’s Word at the biblical sites.

Pastor Chuck Smith, CC Costa Mesa, teaches in the Elah Valley southwest of Jerusalem, where David slew the
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Philistine giant Goliath with his sling and stone.
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Chuck teaches at Caesarea’s amphitheatre, the site of Paul’s defense before Festus.

The sun begins to set on the Sea of Galilee.

“LOOK AMONG THE NATIONS AND WATCH—BE UTTERLY ASTOUNDED! FOR I WILL WORK A WORK IN YOUR DAYS WHICH YOU

Camels attract attention from tourists.

Ken Blankshain and son,
Lucas, study God’s Word.

Gideon’s Spring—where the Lord
reduced Gideon’s army to 300 men.

WOULD NOT BELIEVE, THOUGH IT WERE TOLD YOU. “ Habakkuk 1:5

Yuval and his brother discovered a ﬁrst century Galilean boat, used in Jesus’ time, buried in mud. It was carefully restored and can be viewed in Tiberias.

Earlier in the day, Chuck had begun the tour in Joppa, Israel’s first major seaport. It was
from there that Jonah left in the opposite direction of where the Lord had called him. A
giant fish eventually coughed him up on the shore of God’s intended mission field. The
apostle Peter had raised a dead disciple named Tabitha, before a series of events led him to
the penetration of the Gentile world with the Gospel. The Israelites and David learned a
valuable lesson at Beth-shemesh, where the missing ark of the covenant was recovered from
the Philistines. Bob Botsford, from Horizon North County, shared how 50,070 men died
from a plague after looking inside the ark, and Uzziah perished when David tried to move

Chuck talks about Jesus’ ministry on and

around the Sea of Galilee. Another boat from the CC Costa Mesa tour anchored nearby to hear the message as well.

THE NATION’S OFFICIALS COMMENTED THAT ISRAEL’S TRUE FRIENDS ARE EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS, THUS CREATING A FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE CC CHURCH PLANTS DESIRING TO SHARE THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.
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the ark outside of God’s plan. God’s presence in our lives
is never to be taken for granted or carelessly used.
Several days after visiting Joppa, the two massive tour
boats were moored together on the Sea of Galilee so that
all 600 could hear God’s Word taught. They later heard
the Gospel preached where Jesus gave the Sermon on the
Mount, which included his teaching on the Beatitudes.
The natural acoustics of this setting would have allowed
our Savior to speak to 10,000 people from a boat.
Despite Israel’s fascinating history and growing beauty,
the years of violent Palestinian uprisings, and more recent suicide bombings, have decimated it’s crucial tourism business; but with Pastor Chuck’s encouragement,
Calvary Chapel churches have faithfully returned each
year. The nation’s officials commented that Israel’s true
friends are evangelical Christians, thus creating a favorable atmosphere for CC church plants desiring to share
the Gospel message. Chuck graciously diverted any official’s thanks for the church’s faithfulness.
During their trip, the Calvary Chapel tour group enjoyed
the effects of an unusual amount of rainfall upon the
normally parched land. “I have never seen the country
so lush and green,” commented Pastor Chuck, as he and
Kay, his wife of 56 years, rode on one of 12 Sar-El buses
needed to ferry the 600 tourists.

A Jewish Mother
“Is your mother Jewish?” an Orthodox Jew asked each man
as he entered the area adjacent to the Western Wall, also
known as the Wailing Wall, the original retaining wall
of the destroyed Jewish Temple. Jews return here from
around the world, offering prayers and petitions to the
Almighty God. The man speaking had a New York accent that betrayed his long, white beard and black clothes.
“I’m an American Jew,” he explained, “who came back to
the land God promised to my forefathers.” Randy Nunez,

An Orthodox Jew and his sons contemplate the Western Wall, also called
the Wailing Wall. Many Jews feel closest to the destroyed Temple here.

“YOU SHALL BIND THEM AS A SIGN ON YOUR HAND, AND THEY SHALL BE AS FRONTLETS BETWEEN YOUR EYES. YOU SHALL WRITE

An Arab walks his donkey up
the Mount of Olives.
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An American Jew and his son inspect the model for the third
Temple to be built on the Mount.

A young boy returns
from school.

An Orthodox Jew at the Western Wall asked Randy Nunez, right, an LA County policeman from CC South Bay, if he had a Jewish
mother. Randy answered yes, so the man demonstrated for him how Jews traditionally practice Deuteronomy 6:8.
THEM ON THE DOORPOSTS OF YOUR HOUSE AND ON YOUR GATES.“ Deuteronomy 6:8

An Orthodox Jew studies.

Muslim quarter of Jerusalem.

An Orthodox Jew, right, asks tour members if
their mother is Jewish.
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Ruins of a Roman aqueduct at Caesarea.

Saul and Jonathan’s bodies
were hung at Beth Shan.

The Roman amphitheatre at

“FOR YOU ARE A HOLY PEOPLE TO THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND THE LORD HAS CHOSEN YOU TO BE A PEOPLE FOR HIMSELF, A

Chuck helps Holland Davis remember words to a hymn. The group was near ancient Megiddo, where 200 battles have been fought.
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Beth Shan.

Chuck and Samuel Smadja, a messianic
Israeli, director of Sar-El Tours.

Israeli men do traditional dances to the delight of the
young army recruits in Jerusalem.

SPECIAL TREASURE ABOVE ALL THE PEOPLES WHO ARE ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH.” Deuteronomy 14:2

Bob Botsford, Horizon North County, teaching at ruins of a church near Gadara.

Skip Heitzig shares the Word at Ein Harod,
Gideon’s Spring.

one man from the CC tour group, and a Los
Angeles County policeman who attends CC
South Bay, cautiously answered the man’s
question in the affirmative (a mother with
a Jewish heritage is a direct link to a son’s
Jewish birthright). Pulling Randy aside, the
Orthodox man demonstrated how Jews
practice Deuteronomy 6:8 with the wearing of phylacteries—“You shall bind them
for a sign upon thine hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between thine eyes”
(Deuteronomy 6:8 KJV). He wrapped a
continuous black strap around Randy’s arm,

and placed another phylactery on his forehead, also containing the Shema (Hebrew
Scripture). A traditional black skullcap
was placed on Randy’s head, as he shed the
white paper cap required for tourists to wear
in reverence of the house of God that once
stood there.

World opinion would need to shift before
Israel could rebuild its Holy of Holies on
the Temple Mount, now held by Muslims
for their holy site, the Dome of the Rock.
Or, as many believe, that following the rapture, the coming Antichrist will offer a deal
too good to refuse.

Near the Wailing Wall is the official residence of the Temple Institute, where Jews
are actively working toward the establishment of the third Temple. Many of the necessary ingredients are close to completion.

And he said to him, “Take these articles; go, carry them to the temple
site that is in Jerusalem, and let the
house of God be rebuilt on its former site.”
Ezra 5:15
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Fulfilled in Christ
Branches were broke off that I
might be grafted in. Romans 11:19
Brian Welch, former lead guitarist for the
heavy rock group Korn, was touring the
Holy Land as well. A month earlier, the
band’s web site explained that Brian had
parted ways with the group, and had instead chosen to follow the Lord Jesus Christ
as his Savior. Known for their dark lyrics
and performances, Korn’s tattooed musician was doing a documentary in the Holy
Land about his newfound faith when he met
Chuck Smith at a baptism in Sachne.
Pastors baptize in the Jordan River while others wait in their required white robes.

Brian admitted his newness to walking with
the Lord. “Since I have accepted Jesus as my
Lord and Savior, I have never felt this wonderful,” the guitarist stated. “None of the
band’s successes ever gave me fulfillment.”
He shyly built up to an innocent question:
“Will it always be this way?”
Chuck smiled, “Well, Brian, it’s been well
over 50 years for me, and it just keeps getting better all the time.” He assured this new
Christian that the Lord would keep him
growing as long as he remained faithful to
God’s Word. Chuck invited him to Costa
Mesa after their return home.

Brian Welch, left, former lead guitarist for the rock group Korn, shared his concerns with Pastor Chuck about being a new Christian.
Skip Heitzig’s son, Nathan, directs Brian to a friend with a camera after baptisms at Sachne.

Before the hot water at Sachne, Pastor Skip
Heitzig of Ocean Hills Community Church
wore his wet suit for the baptisms in the
chilly Jordan River. One hundred pilgrims
donned white robes as evening turned to
darkness, some rededicating their lives—

A young woman praises God after her baptism in the waters at Sachne.

“SO HE WENT DOWN AND DIPPED SEVEN TIMES IN THE JORDAN, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF THE MAN OF GOD; AND HIS

FLESH WAS RESTORED LIKE THE FLESH OF A LITTLE CHILD, AND HE WAS CLEAN.” 2 Kings 5:14

Several pilgrims listen intently near the area
where Jesus might have preached the Beatitudes.

of Tel Megiddo.
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People raise their hands in praise near where the
Israelites retrieved the ark of the covenant.

The ancient ruins

An Israeli soldier places a prayer
request at the Western Wall.

Skip Heitzig dunked Ruth Dalton, recently diagnosed
with cancer, in the Jordan River.
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Visitors ﬂoat effortlessly in the Dead Sea, which
has 35% salinity compared to 6% in the oceans.

Bell caves were used as
water reservoirs.

Ancient dwellings bring biblical times
to life.

“AT THAT TIME I WILL BRING YOU BACK , EVEN AT THE TIME I GATHER YOU; FOR I WILL GIVE YOU FAME AND PRAISE AMONG

Kathleen Pedick, CC Costa Mesa, sings hymns while
overlooking Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives.
ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH, WHEN

Holland Davis leading worship on the southern steps of
the Temple in Jerusalem.

I RETURN YOUR CAPTIVES BEFORE YOUR EYES,” SAYS THE LORD.“ Zephaniah 3:20

A Bible study at the pool of Bethesda.

others being baptized for the first time.
Pastors on the tour assisted Skip. After baptizing the last in line, Skip started to retreat
to a warm shower when he was stopped by
Ruth Dalton.
The young woman asked to be submerged in
the Jordan seven times, as Elisha had directed Naaman to cure his leprosy. A day before
the tour departed, Ruth had been diagnosed
with liver cancer. Rather than canceling her
trip, she decided to petition God for a complete divine healing before entering medical
treatments upon her return.

The Dead Sea Scrolls were found near this site in 1947.

THE YOUNG WOMAN ASKED TO BE SUBMERGED IN THE JORDAN SEVEN TIMES,
AS ELISHA HAD DIRECTED NAAMAN TO CURE HIS LEPROSY.
Skip Heitzig shares about
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the anguish of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. Some of the olive trees date back to the time of Christ’s earthly ministry.
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www.sareltours.com
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Inspired Travel
www.inspiredtravel.com
714-957-8606

Pastor Chuck at the Garden Tomb, Jerusalem.

The Dome of the Rock, a Muslim shrine on the Temple Mount, close to where the Temple once stood. The Mount of Olives and the Garden

In the Gardens

choice. He had you and me in mind when
He submitted to the will of the Father. Jesus
On a beautiful spring morning, the tour didn’t just tell us He loved us, our Savior
group saw where long ago Jesus had trium- showed us. He paid the price in full.”
phantly entered Jerusalem as the crowds
proclaimed, “Hosanna!” Surrounded by ol- A day later at the Garden Tomb, the entire
ive trees, with some actually surviving from 600-person tour group took communion tothe time of Jesus, Pastor Skip began, “Adam gether. Pastor Chuck stood at a pulpit upon
made the wrong choice in the garden of which was written, “He Is Risen.” “Genesis
Eden. In this garden, Jesus made the right 22 tells us that God will provide Himself

a lamb for an offering. Abraham had faith
that God would raise Isaac from the dead,
if necessary.
“At the same place 2,000 years later, there
was no substitute as the Son of God died
for our sins. This broken bread is to remind
us of His body that was broken for us. This
is the most meaningful spot in the entire
world, so close to where it happened, to

of Gethsemane are in the background.
take communion. The tomb is empty—He
Is Risen!”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he
shall live. And whoever lives and
believes in Me shall never die. Do
you believe this?”
John 11:25–26

The Garden Tomb was empty when Jesus rose from the dead on the
third day.

“HE IS NOT HERE, BUT IS RISEN! REMEMBER HOW HE SPOKE TO YOU WHEN HE WAS STILL IN GALILEE, SAYING, ‘THE SON OF MAN MUST BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF SINFUL MEN, AND BE CRUCIFIED, AND THE THIRD DAY RISE AGAIN.’” Luke 24:6–7

Pastor Bob Botsford shares the Gospel at the Haas
Promenade overlooking Jerusalem.
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Megiddo, in the Jezreel Valley, will be the site of the ﬁnal battle.

Chuck and Kay take a moment to look out
over the Promised Land together.

On the door to the Garden Tomb is the most important truth of Christianity.
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