MINISTERING TO MISSIONARIES AND IMPARTING

Conference attendees leave the auditorium after a teaching session.

A VISION FOR MISSIONS

Gathered in the large meeting room, missionaries from
all over the world renewed
friendships and met newcomers. At the annual missions conference, held each
January at CC Bible College
in Murrieta Hot Springs, missionaries assemble to be refreshed, encouraged by teaching, and to enjoy Christian
fellowship. Mission-minded
people from the United States
also attend to encourage the
missionaries and to learn of
Calvary Chapel’s involvement
in the Great Commission.
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Peter Xu was greeted and hugged by
many after he shared his testimony.

Missionaries Encouraged

Phil Twente, missions pastor of CC Costa
Mesa and organizer of the conference, statUgandan missionary Laura Tighe found an ed, “The conference is speciﬁcally designed
unexpected blessing at the conference. “The to minister to those already serving as misLord allowed me to meet up with some other sionaries, to strengthen and expand the vimissionaries who are also serving in Uganda. sion of missions among the Calvary Chapel
We exchanged addresses and stories of our fellowships, and to introduce the wonderministries,” she said. “It’s been a comfort to ful opportunities for missions to those who
know that I’m near other servants who un- have yet to become involved.”
derstand the particulars of this culture and
its hardships. The Lord has placed us in a
family. We are all in need of encouragement
and spiritual support.”
Believers pray for Richard Wahlberg of Yucca Valley. He and his wife, Celeste, who is standing in front of him, have recently answered
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God’s call to become full-time missionaries.
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God’s Heart For The World

“He cares for people, so He sends us.
There’s a difference between a heart for
God and the heart of God.”
Pastor Pete Nelson

Conference attendees worship the Lord.

God’s Love for the Lost

“He changes our hearts to be like His. He
cares for people, so He sends us. There’s a
As various pastors and leaders in the Calvary difference between a heart for God and the
Chapel movement shared what God had heart of God,” he said.
laid on their hearts, God’s message for this
gathering became clear: the driving force “God’s heart is for those in bondage to be
behind all evangelism is God’s heart of love set free from their sin and to be forgiven,”
said Bob Caldwell, senior pastor of CC
for the world.
Boise, ID, who has a burden for India and
“Who was the main character in the book has ministered there during the past 20-plus
of Jonah?” asked Pete Nelson, senior pastor years. “Ministry is not for the faint-hearted.
of Calvary of Albuquerque, NM. “It wasn’t Missionaries are the ‘green beret.’”
Jonah: it was God. Throughout this story,
we see God’s character of mercy, love, and As a veteran missionary to Europe himself,
compassion. He took this man who didn’t Pastor Brian Brodersen encouraged those
want to go, to reach a people he didn’t want on the ﬁeld to stay faithful. “Sometimes the
to reach. But God did. God wants us to see biggest challenge is just to stay and ﬁnish
the job. The difﬁculty of the task from day
His passionate heart for a lost world.
to day can wear on you. The ministry is a
battleﬁeld, and the enemy is relentless.”
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Juan Domingo, senior pastor of CC

Relying on His Power
Chuck Smith, senior pastor of CC Costa
Mesa, CA, has been in pastoral ministry for
more than 50 years. In his warm, reassuring voice, Pastor Chuck encouraged those
answering the Great Commission. “Don’t
be overwhelmed or despair. He is with us.
We can never do it through our own power
or ability—nor should we try. The greatest
thing that can happen to us is to know ‘I
can’t do it’ and to get discouraged in our
own abilities. The sooner I quit trying in my
own power and abilities, the sooner I will
begin to tap into His power.”
Missionary Sid Barnes said he is unable to
pick up satellite programs of CC teachings
where he serves in Koforidua, Ghana. “This
is a time of blessing and receiving, especially

Ensenada, Mexico, teaches a workshop on “Identifying with the Culture.”

as we spend most of our time giving. It’s
great to fellowship with other missionaries,
to know that others are ﬁghting battles like
we are in Africa.”
Juan Domingo, serving in Ensenada, Mexico,
said he suffered for years from a deteriorating health condition. After he ﬁnished teaching a workshop, a fellow missionary came
up and explained what celiac disease is—an
allergic reaction to wheat products. “After
hearing the symptoms,” Juan explained, “I
realized the cause of my years of weakness,
migraines, and fatigue. Two months later, I
haven’t had any wheat products at all, and
now my energy level is better than it has
been in over 20 years. It all came about
because somebody cared and shared at the
missions conference.”
Women at the workshop, “Women in the Mission Field,” bow their heads and pray.

47

God’s Heart For The World

Pastor and teacher Gayle Erwin chats with attendees after teaching a session.

“While going through a time of
discouragement, the conference
stirred me and helped me turn
my gaze to Jesus.”
Missionary Tim Rogers
Romy Godding assists conference attendees with resources made available by Calvary Distribution.

CC Costa Mesa

3800 South Fairview Road
Santa Ana, CA 92704
714-979-4422
www.calvarychapel.com/costamesa/

Peter Xu, long-time leader of the Christian underground church in
China, shared his testimony of God’s faithfulness to the persecuted
Chinese Christians there. He also spoke of his vision for Chinese
Christians to be discipled in verse-by-verse teaching so they can share
the Gospel in predominantly Muslim countries.

Phil Twente missions pastor
missions@calvarychapel.com

Missionaries Tim and TaLisa Rogers, Sao Vicente, Brazil, experienced
refreshment and encouragement. Tim said, “While going through a
time of discouragement, the conference stirred me and helped me turn
my gaze to Jesus. The conference was the biggest highlight of being
back in the States. TaLisa’s heart has been burning for the Chinese and
she has felt led to reach out to them in our city. She had previously read
about Peter Xu, but to hear him speak was truly a God-ordained experience. Her conclusion was that the conference was just for her.”

2006 Calvary Chapel
Missions Conference
January 3–6
Pastor Brian Brodersen, right, CC Costa Mesa, visits
with one of the missionary resource ministries.
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John and Karen Chubik, who serve in
Zaporozhye, Ukraine, said the growing
number of CC missionaries worldwide is a
testimony of God’s grace and power. “A few
years ago, the number of foreign missionaries from Calvary Chapels was a pretty small
group, and it was possible to keep up with
just about everybody. Now that is impossible,” John said. “Each year we come to the
conference, we are amazed by all the Lord is
doing and by all the people He is using in so
many different ways.”

Pastor David Sylvester, CC York, leads worship. He also directs the CC Bible
College in York, England.

Tuesday through Thursday
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