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“God spoke to me in a mighty way
during the conference and gave
me an incredible joy, realizing the
extent of the brothers and sisters
here that will be praying for me.”
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People traveled from South and Central
America to attend the Pastors’ Conference.

Pastor Raul Ries, CC Golden Springs,
welcomed everyone to the conference.

Pastors’ Conference
in Viña del Mar, Chile

A youngster leaps for a palm tree branch at a

An Adventure of Faith
Then Samuel said to the people,
“Do not fear. You have done all
this wickedness; yet do not turn
aside from following the LORD,
but serve the LORD with all your
heart.”
1 Samuel 12:20
Sharon Ries warmly greets Angie from CC Oriente, who assists Sharon when she
journeys to Chile to minister.
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Rafael Yepes, a Colombian Sikuani, left his
South American Indian tribe for the ﬁrst
time in his life to attend the South and

vista overlooking Viña del Mar, Chile, on the Paciﬁc Ocean. The city was the site of the South and Central American Pastors’ Conference.

Central America Pastors’ Conference in me in a mighty way during the conference Hector Martinez, a native of Colombia
Chile. Rafael had become a pastor through and gave me an incredible joy, realizing the and director of missions. He had become a
the outreach of Pastor Raul Ries in Colom- extent of the brothers and sisters here that believer through a free English class offered
bia. No one at the conference understood will be praying for me.”
by Raul Ries’ father-in-law, Ed Farrel.
Rafael’s native Indian dialect, but he was
able to understand Spanish. The words “And do not turn aside; for then you “The conference challenges them to catch
of God that the Calvary Chapel pastors would go after empty things which the vision of Calvary Chapel and take it
spoke through translators made their way cannot proﬁt or deliver, for they back home to their countries. It is so cruto Rafael’s heart.
are nothing.”
1 Samuel 12:21 cial—they want to make sure they are on
the correct path in their teachings. They
“I could not imagine that there were so many “The South and Central American Pastors’ leave the conference encouraged to conpeople involved in Calvary Chapel,” Rafael Conference is greatly anticipated by all the tinue in what God is doing in their lives
said through a translator. “God spoke to pastors throughout the regions,” said Pastor and ministries.”
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Later, Raul expressed his gratitude to the
attendees for the hardships many endured to
attend the conference. “If God would choose
to take me out of the picture right now, I
know that you would carry on this great
work the Lord has entrusted to us.”

Pastor John Bonner, Luis Gutierrez,
and Pastor Ray Jaramillo enjoy an
opportunity for fellowship.

“If God would choose to

take me out of the picture
right now, I know that
you would carry on this
great work the Lord has

A dozen senior Calvary pastors journey
south with Raul each year. This past fall,
they taught through the book of 1 Samuel—
his calling and obedience to God. They
contrasted Samuel to Saul, whose blessings
were taken away when he took his eyes off
the Lord and trusted in his own abilities.
David’s life was chronicled as well—showing how his initial humble heart allowed
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Two years ago, Hector and his wife, Hallie, Faithful Laboring
who is American, had to leave Colombia
with their family because of the Commu- “For the LORD will not forsake His
nist insurgency and the guerrilla kidnap- people, for His great name’s sake,
pings and murders that ensued. Many because it has pleased the LORD to
other North Americans were also forced to make you His people.” 1 Samuel 12:22
leave for their own safety. Hector, a veteran
CC leader in Colombia, currently directs Raul Ries led the conference. Limping from
all the ministries in South and Central a recent kung fu injury, the normally gregarAmerica from CC Golden Springs, under ious Raul was subdued. A Calvary pastor for
Raul’s leadership.
more than thirty years, Raul enjoys observing God raise up leaders from all the different countries. A quarter of a century ago,
Raul felt God’s leading
to begin Calvary Chapelstyle ministries throughout South America.

God to use him mightily. Later, fear eclipsed
David’s faith, and he also took his eyes off
God for a period. The teachings encouraged
the pastors to stand fast in their calling and
to keep their eyes on Jesus because He will
enable them to continue the work entrusted
to them. They heard the promise: If the
Lord is with you, then you will be used to
accomplish His will.

“Moreover, as for me, far be it from
me that I should sin against the
LORD in ceasing to pray for you;
but I will teach you the good and
1 Samuel 12:23
the right way. “

The Gutierrez Brothers, Humberto
and Luis, rehearse a worship song.

“I was in amazement as I
saw the Lord bring to fruition all that He had put on
my heart so many years
ago. As I listened to the
South Americans teach
through God’s Word, I
could not help but praise
our Father’s faithfulness. I was in awe of the
tender words that our
Savior, Jesus Christ, has
given through these South
American brothers.”

entrusted to us. ”
Pastor Raul Ries

Attendees from Peru are welcomed to the conference. Every group from each country
was introduced and encouraged for their participation.
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Rafael Yepes (back to camera) left his native
prayed for by (l-r) Ricardo and Mayra Plazas

Indian village for the ﬁrst time to attend the CC Conference. He is pastor of CC de Puerto Gaitan in Colombia. He was encouraged and
of CC Golden Springs, Carlos Benavides, Colombian missionary, and Luis Sori Mera of CC Popayán, Colombia.
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Pastor Jimmy Orate and his wife Janice minister to Amalia of CC Santiago Centro.

Battles at Home—Colombia
Pastor Luis Sori Mera, better known as
Lucho, from Colombia, is currently leading
the work in his hometown of Coconuco. He
had shared at last year’s conference that he
felt God encouraging him to begin another
Calvary Chapel work in the city of Popayán,

the capital of the region. Little did he know
then of the impending circumstances soon
to follow.
On his return to Coconuco after last year’s
conference, Lucho was caught in a battle
between guerilla ﬁghters and the local
police. The Communist rebels came out of

Humberto’s skilled guitar playing draws the

Hector Martinez translates for Pastor
Bob Grenier of CC Visalia, CA.
Pastors Hector Martinez, director of missions at CC Golden Springs, Raul Ries, and
Jay Wright of CC Richmond,VA, enjoy a light moment during the teachings.
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attention of Chilean teens. The Gutierrez Brothers, Humberto and Luis, glorify God with their uplifting Latin Christian music.
their stronghold in the mountains and tried
to take control of his town. His parents’
house was close to the police station. Fearful
that errant missiles launched by the guerilla
forces could kill them, Lucho approached
the rebel commander. He asked for permission to get his parents out of the line of ﬁre.
With no guarantees of safety, Lucho ran the
familiar steps to his boyhood home while
rockets roared overhead. Praying he would
not ﬁnd them dead or injured, he discovered them hiding under the kitchen table.

“Only fear the LORD, and serve
Him in truth with all your heart;
for consider what great things He
has done for you.”
1 Samuel 12:24

Lucho led his mother and father to safety,
then returned to confront the rebel commander. He felt no fear. “The Lord gave
me authority and a boldness I had never
felt,” Lucho admitted at this year’s conference. “I began sharing the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The commander sat there half an
hour and listened intently.” When Lucho
ﬁnished, the commander agreed that the
pastor was correct in every word but replied
without any further defense, “But this is
war ...” The rebel leader then excused himself as his troops prepared to battle house to
house for control of the town. Lucho knew
that many had been executed for daring to
speak. Eventually, the rebels withdrew. The
town smoldered, and many lay dead from
the violence.

“The Lord gave me
authority and a
boldness I had
never felt. I began
sharing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.”
Pastor Lucho
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each week to share the Gospel in Coconuco.
Lucho prays that the words the Lord gave
him to share that day with the commander
will break through the enemy’s stronghold.

“But if you still do wickedly, you
shall be swept away, both you and
your king.”
1 Samuel 12:25
While believers in Colombia battle with a
real and present danger, others in South and

Central America struggle daily as well. In
Peru, Ecuador, and Colombia, Bible schools
are training missionaries and pastors for the
task of evangelizing their continent. The
Bible College in Colombia has prepared
dozens of missionaries to take the Gospel to
other countries. Santiago, Chile, is the site of

the newest Bible College. Many churches are
being planted throughout these countries. The
truth of God’s Word is faithfully being shared
in Brazil and Paraguay. In Central America,
missionaries are preaching the Gospel in
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, and Belize.
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The time had come to move his family out
of this volatile environment. The incident
had terriﬁed his two daughters and young
son. Lucho began the new Calvary Chapel
in the capital city of Popayán. But he returns

Viviana Chavez of CC Iquique and Margarita Cisternas of CC Viña del Mar, both
wives of pastors, enjoy the worship time and music of the Gutierrez Brothers.

Pastors John Milhouse, Bob Grenier, Joe Salaiz, Hector Martinez, Ray Jaramillo,
Lance Cook, and Alberto Alamos of Santiago Centro, Chile, take communion.
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Sharon Ries of CC Golden Springs looks on as

Pastor Rogger Vivar of CC Santa Barbara, CA, says adiós to Jorge Alarico of CC Misericordia in Peru.
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