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CC San José

... A Spiritual Oasis

in a Technology Capital

CC San José ministers in the afﬂuent Silicon Valley, where
spiritual bankruptcy can be a reality. The area has the
largest concentration of technology expertise in the world.
story by Christine Scheller and photos by Tom Price

I got a challenge for you!” When
he ﬁnished telling Don about
the 50-year-old denominational
church in San José that was $8.5
million in debt, with a very large
mortgage payment, Don had
second thoughts. He and his
wife, Jean, visited the ailing congregation. According to Jean, the
Lord broke Don’s heart. He was
overcome with the conviction,
“I have to help these people.”

Pastor Michael McClure had
taught at CC San José before
but never as the man slated to
ﬁll his father Don’s rather large
shoes as senior pastor. Don
had, after all, been used of the
Lord to rescue the church from
bankruptcy and foreclosure a
decade earlier.
Before Michael took the pulpit,
one of the elders asked, “Do you
want to do this?” “No,” answered
the 28-year-old, “I want to be
Sunday morning service at CC San José.
in Hawaii. But I know the Lord
wants me here, doing whatever
needs to be done.” Michael had
been an assistant pastor with no desire to José as a junior in high school. His father,
be a senior pastor. Then his father invited who had started the original CC Bible
him to take a walk. Michael thought he was College in Twin Peaks, CA, along with a
about to be ﬁred. When Don told him what number of churches, was ready for a new
he had in mind, Michael protested, suggest- challenge. He told Pastor Chuck Smith, “I
ing several more qualiﬁed men. Don wasn’t got into the ministry to save lives on the
swayed. He thought Michael was the right front lines, not to end up doing face lifts
man for the job precisely because he didn’t in Palm Springs.” Chuck answered, “Have
think he was capable—he would
have to depend on God.

Many members left the church
when it became a Calvary
Chapel. But God performed
many miracles that led to ﬁnancial solvency. A check arrived to cover the
whole amount the day a $10,000 bill was
due. The church reassessed its ﬁnancial priorities. A daycare center was opened while a
costly Christian high school was closed. An
ofﬁce building was renovated for inexpensive staff housing. Calvary Distribution has
its roots in the book outlet that began there.
It now operates as a ministry of
CC Costa Mesa.

Worship leader Danny Ulibarri
commented, “Michael is a lot
like his father, whether he likes
that idea or not. But Michael is
probably best suited for this job
because he is a people’s pastor. I
really appreciate his concern for
the staff and members of the
church. He loves the Word, and
it shows.”
Michael ﬁrst came to CC San
Senior Pastor Michael McClure teaches on Sunday morning.

Don and Jean didn’t take a salary
for the ﬁrst three years, trusting
the Lord daily for their needs. He
miraculously provided everything
from food to payment of their
sons’ dental bills to a scholarship covering Michael’s entire
ﬁrst year of college. Don said, “It
was harder than I expected, but
I ﬁnally got to live what I have
always believed and preached.”
The Arredondo family leaves for home after fellowship.
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The Kohn family at the morning service.

Longtime members Milton Francis, Don Haynes, and

Tim Montoya and Perry Davallou study God’s Word during service.

“We’re looking
for people who
are ministering
according to the
the Spirit.”
Michael McClure

Helen Bretschneider follow along in their Bibles. The importance of individual Scripture study is encouraged for young and old alike.

That same dependency upon the Lord characterizes Michael’s vision for those on his
ministry team. “We’re looking for people
who are ministering according to the Spirit,”
said Michael.

but God conﬁrmed over and over again
through Scripture that it was His will. So,
for her, it was a matter of obedience. She
says knowing this takes the pressure off her
and Michael.

new faces, excited to serve under a young
pastor. Only four percent of the Valley’s
population attends church, and Michael
says it is a spiritually dry, expensive place
to minister.

As new life was emerging at CC San José, When Michael stepped into his new role, Assistant Pastor Craig Linquist is partially
one of many bridges from the past to the initially as interim pastor, he told his staff, responsible for instilling a vision far beyond
future was forming. Michael was intro- “People will either leave because they were the Silicon Valley. Craig grew up in the
duced to a vivacious high school freshman here for my dad, or they will stay because Central African Republic where his grandthat grew up in the church. She would they realize—this guy is young, he needs father was one of the nation’s early missioneventually become his wife. Brenda says help, and I am a part of this body.” Two aries. Craig says CC San José’s expanding
she was initially overwhelmed at the idea of years later, the vast majority of the congre- missions program began with an outreach
serving as pastor’s wife at her home church, gation still remains, but there are also many to Rosarito, Mexico. Next, they did a build-

Jyl Savard, Kim Arrighi, and Pastor Danny Ulibarri lead worship.
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past year. The ofﬁce building that once
housed the high school is going to be
renovated for a new Bible College extension
campus. Pastors sent out from CC San José
to plant churches in the San Francisco Bay
area will teach classes. Service opportunities
at the church will complement learning
and help prepare students to serve in other
Calvary Chapels in the area. In addition to
active ministries catering to men, women,
and seniors, CC San José hosts a variety
of conferences at its facility. Hundreds of
couples attended a recent marriage conference. Purity Seminars were held separately
for 1,500 young men and women. CC San
José also hosts an annual men’s forum as
well as the regional pastors’ conference.

Several short-term mission trips are planned
each year, and a different missionary is
invited to speak regularly at the church.
Craig led a team to Kampala, Uganda, and
Nairobi, Kenya, in March. “My heart is in
missions because it is at the core of what the
Lord is doing, whether on the local level
or far away. God’s heart is for the world,”
explained Craig. He believes it is healthy
for a church to have a broad vision and says
that people often are “set on ﬁre” for local
missions after going on short-term trips.
Craig will move with his family to Entebbe,
Uganda, this summer to work with African
Outreach Ministries, an outreach of CC
Truckee, CA.
High school pastor Keith Mills has caught
the ﬁre for both local and foreign missions,
and he wants to develop a heart for missions
in the church’s youth. A team of teenagers will travel to Debrecen, Hungary, this
summer to do an outreach that includes
teaching English. Some short-term missionaries raise support by serving in the
church’s café.
Keith teaches the church’s youth what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. In
addition to two midweek Bible studies—
one evangelistic and the other discipleship
oriented—high school students are studying The Calvary Road by Roy Hession. They
aren’t daunted by the challenge. Several said
they like the youth ministry at CC San José
because the leaders love and relate to them
without judging them. One young woman
said the youth ministry is “addicting.” Practical teaching of the Word is offered, along
with evidence for the faith, which helps her
face the attacks from the world.
Ten home fellowships have begun in the

Pastor Mike encourages Tom Youngdale.

“My heart is
in missions
because it is
at the core
of what the
Lord is doing,
whether on
the local level
or far away.
God’s heart is
for the world.”
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ing project in Budapest, Hungary. Now the
church supports about a dozen missionaries—including two or three sent out from
their fellowship. Michael says that the Lord
has been using the missions emphasis to
bless and strengthen the body.

Pastor Craig Linquist prays with Mary and Mark Doering after the service.

Craig Linquist
Pastors Craig and Mike stay after the service for as long as anyone needs prayer.
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In the Beginning ...
Don McClure traveled with Pastor Chuck Smith
throughout the late 80s, speaking at pastors’ conferences. The spiritual need he saw across the country
burdened his heart. He had experienced an outpouring of God’s Spirit through Calvary Chapel in
Southern California. Don longed to see that same
outpouring spread across America. “It is always
healthy for a pastor to be seeking the Lord to determine if He wants a change,” said Don. “Anyone in
ministry is not their own property but has been
bought with a price. We should all have Isaiah’s
attitude, ‘Here am I, send me.’”

Don McClure

He told his wife, Jean, “We have to go! There’s so much need out there.” But
Don was the pastor of a growing congregation at CC Redlands in Southern
California. He had founded the church in 1980, and it had quickly outgrown
both a classroom and an auditorium at the University of Redlands. Eventually
a Sunkist packing plant built at the turn of the 19th century was purchased.
CC Redlands is still known as The Packinghouse for its building, which is a
historical landmark.
Jean was concerned about her aging parents. She didn’t have peace about
making a move. Don says they have always operated jointly, so he wouldn’t
have considered a change without her full agreement. They prayed about it for
two years. Circumstances changed, and Jean agreed that the timing was right
to take a step of faith. Don’s dream of ministering beyond Southern California
was soon to become a reality.

Christian Mills jokingly demonstrates skateboarding skills to other teens in the courtyard after the service. CC San José has always empha-

sized a commitment to youth ministry.

Don had mentioned to Pastor Chuck that he was sensing a call to go where there
was a great need. Chuck asked, “What’s wrong at Redlands?” Don assured him
that nothing was wrong. Pastor Chuck had been at a pastors’ luncheon before
his conversation with Don. Seated at his table was the pastor of a once burgeoning denominational church in San José, CA. He asked Chuck if Calvary Chapel
would consider taking over the church—and its mortgage—in order to avoid
the bank foreclosure that was looming ominously on the horizon.
Within days, Don met with the church leadership in San José. That was in
early December 1990. A month later, Don and his family made the move.
Depending solely upon the Lord for their material support, they walked away
from everything comfortable and familiar. What they discovered didn’t surprise
them—God did exceedingly abundantly above all they could ask or imagine.
Ed Rea, Don’s longtime assistant pastor at CC Redlands, took over the church
there, ﬁrst as interim pastor, and, for more than a decade now, as senior pastor.
CC Redlands continues to thrive. The church is building a new sanctuary to
accommodate its growing congregation.
Today, Don heads Calvary Chapel Outreach Fellowship at CC Costa Mesa, where
he oversees churches going through the afﬁliation process. He also works with Pastor
Greg Laurie at Harvest Christian Fellowship.

Foreign Missions Coordinators Terry and Kim Arrighi, left, let Caleb and
Samuel Acomb see photographs from Africa. CC San José took a team to
Uganda this past spring.
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A large junior high group gets ready to hear the Word

of God.
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LaToya Smith greets Rachel Davis while Joe Smith gives her a hug.

The café is a favorite place for fel-

Patience Mills puts cash on the café counter as Nikki Haro waits on her.

“… Anyone in ministry is not
their own property but has
been bought with a price.”
Don McClure
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lowship and fun after the Sunday service. Tony Garrison, Addison Beck, April Lemau, Emily Beck, and Sheri Garrison share a good time.

CC San José
Calvary Chapel of San José
1175 Hillsdale Ave.
San José, CA 95118
408-269-8331
www.calvarysj.org
info@calvarysj.org

High School Pastor Keith Mills shares the Scriptures.

Brenda McClure holds 8month-old Micah. Michael
holds 2 ½-year-old Daniel.
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