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CC Delaware
County traveled to
Africa to serve the
impoverished, but
found themselves
on the receiving
end of abundant
blessings.

Neighborhood boys peek inside Sons of
King Jesus children’s home.

The mission team performs an evangelistic presentation of the Gospel on a street in Korogocho, a slum in Nairobi.

Matthew 18:5
Their smiles lit up the room. Thirty Kenyan
children beamed with excitement as they
danced and sang for the CC Delaware
County team in the lobby of the airport.
The Americans, tired from the overnight
ﬂight from Philadelphia, quickly forgot
their weariness as they began interacting
with the orphans.

“Please don’t call it an orphanage; they are
my little ones,” playfully scolded Faith
Wanjeru, director of the facility where the
Americans began their outreach. She had
brought the youngsters to the airport to
greet the newcomers. The home, called
Imani, means faith in Swahili. Faith serves
as the full-time caregiver. She provides hope
for “her” children in the slums of Nairobi
and has been an inspiration to many.

The familiar smells of his country conﬁrmed to Pastor Shem Uzele that the Lord
had indeed answered a decade-long prayer.
Shem, an assistant pastor and worship
leader in Delaware County, PA, emigrated
to the U.S. from Kenya in 1992. He had
always dreamed of returning to his homeland with friends from America. A team
from CC Delaware County was busy pouring the love of Christ on the children at
Imani. A few days later, when one of the
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Whoever receives one little child
like this in My name receives Me.

Faith Wanjeru

Dave Cecil talks with a girl at Sons of King Jesus children’s home in
Nairobi, Kenya.

Faith Wanjeru started Imani Orphanage in Nairobi.

Joyce Willson distributes porridge for children at the home.
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A litter-ﬁlled street in Korogocho, a slum in Nai-

robi, Kenya. Korogocho means “trash heap.”
35

Kenya

Men at Kijabe Hospital bow their heads for prayer during a visit by the hospital’s chaplains and the CC Delaware County team.

“The joy on the worker’s
face for the children to
receive new shoes conﬁrmed to me what a true
privilege the Lord had
given me.”
Dave Cecil
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Suzanna Lorusso prays for a baby at Bethany Crippled
Children’s Hospital in Kijabe.

Nancy Gauzza handed out prescriptions through the church window.
team members was sharing his testimony, At the second orphanage, called Sons of
Shem, while translating, noticed a young King Jesus, the children’s clothes were wornKenyan girl listening intently. She wore a out but clean. But the sight of their footwear
protective helmet.
immediately bothered team member Dave
Cecil. “I noticed on the ﬁrst day that most
“I am waiting for Jesus to come back,” the of the children’s shoes looked very ragged
youngster told Shem in a tribal tongue and off-sized,” said Dave. “Many wore
that he understood. Shem learned that the sneakers several sizes too big; others shared
authorities had brought her to the orphan- a single pair of shoes. That very night I felt
age after her mother had thrown her from God calling me to buy new shoes for all the
a second-story window. The young girl’s children at the orphanage.”
refusal to satisfy a man’s sexual desires had
precipitated the mother’s rage. The fall had After Dave expressed his desire to buy shoes
caused brain damage.
for the children, a worker shared with him

that a young boy had come to her several
days ago in desperate need of footwear. She
didn’t have the money. The worker and the
young boy prayed together that the Lord
would meet their need. “The joy on the
worker’s face for the children to receive new
shoes conﬁrmed to me what a true privilege
the Lord had given me,” said Dave. “He
allowed me to be His channel of blessing for
these precious little ones.”
“It is so evident that these children love
Jesus, not just knowing about Him, but
knowing Him,” said Dave. “The children
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Jim Maxim puts together tools for digging a trench with a young man at Sons of
King Jesus children’s home.

Men in Katelembu construct a stone church to replace a mud one.

A young girl collects water that will be used to

are very obedient and work very hard
without direction from adults.” Children
would break into worship with no adult
supervision, singing joyously for an hour.

help. “The children we encountered in the
orphanages and slums of Kenya have that
childlike faith I believe Jesus called us all
to possess” said Assistant Pastor Bob Banks,
CC Delaware County.

Pure and undeﬁled religion
before God and the Father is this:
to visit orphans and widows in
their trouble, and to keep oneself
unspotted from the world.
James 1:27

Bob Guaglione is the senior pastor of CC
Delaware County in Media, PA. Over the
last ten years, Pastor Bob has observed
how God has used Shem, who is from
East Africa, to bring balance to the fellowship. Pastor Bob and Pastor Shem’s dream
came true as the team journeyed to Kenya
to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
minister to the orphans. None could have
imagined the blessings they would receive
from the very people they had gone to

The hospital in Kijabe has a Chaplaincy
Division where a number of team members
assisted. Team member and nurse, Kathi
Evans, was overjoyed with the way the
nurses there were able to share their faith.

help construct a new church in Katelembu.

“These children in the slums
of Kenya have that childlike
faith I believe Jesus called
us all to possess.”
Pastor Bob Banks

Kenyan girls carry water up hill to the church.
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“Their spirituality
and relationship with
Christ are a vital part
of the way they relate
to their patients.”
Kathi Evans
Pastors read their Bibles in a church lit only by light entering the
windows and doorway.

“Their spirituality and relationship with Christ are a
vital part of the way they relate to their patients,” said
Kathi. “They could not believe that nurses in the States
do not, and cannot for that matter, do the same.”
While there, the team witnessed the Holy Spirit break
through the language barriers and cultural differences.
People accepted Christ as their Savior at the hospital
after the team shared the Gospel with them. They were
counseled, given suggestions where they could go to
worship in their village, and presented with a Bible.
When a patient made a decision for Christ, the chaplain sent a letter of introduction to the local church on
behalf of the patient.

John Beaudry, left, gives a certiﬁcate of completion to a pastor as
Keith Schleifer congratulates him for completing the one-day pastors conference.

One of the patients in the hospital, James, 20, was
dying of bone cancer. He had just come out of surgery
when the team ﬁrst saw him. His leg had been amputated, and he was still under the inﬂuence of anesthesia
and incoherent. The next day the team visited him
again and shared the Gospel. James accepted the Lord.
Several team members worked with the locals to build
a new church in Katelembu. Bibles were purchased for
the church. The ground was hard and had to be broken
up with pickaxes before being moved with wheelbarrows. “We had hoped to see some heavy machinery at
the worksite or a cement mixer truck to arrive with the
concrete,” shared team member Scot Lloyd. All the
concrete for the foundation had to be mixed by hand.
Water was carried from a nearby river in ﬁve-gallon jugs.
The African men wore ﬂip-ﬂops. Some were even barefoot, but they rarely even stopped for a drink of water.
The foundation for the church was completed by the
time the team left Kenya.
As the trip came to a close, Shem spent time with a 6year-old boy at the orphanage. The youngster had asked
several serious questions about God. The boy stopped
and looked up at Shem.

Christian Hudzina plays on the seesaw with children from Imani
Orphanage.
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Pastors were tested on the material they learned during a one-day pastors conference in the Korogocho slum.
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“You know, the most important thing, is
that you have a wonderful heavenly Father,”
Shem told the youngster. “You can count on
Him—He will never leave or forsake you.
People here love you. You will be content
knowing that your heavenly Father will
always be here for you.”

Kenya

“I want you to be my father,” he said to
Shem. The American pastor had been very
busy throughout the trip translating and
transporting the teams. This sincere desire
of a little boy caught Shem off guard. He felt
the emotion rise in his voice. He thought
of his own children that were with him and
how he has always prayed to model their
heavenly Father to them.

Kenya is in eastern Africa.

Samuel, a street kid in Korogocho,
followed visiting pastors to the church
and joined them in worship.

The Kenyan boy pondered Shem’s reply.
He seemed to have an understanding
beyond his years. He then climbed up
into the man’s lap, smiled, and gave Shem
a hug that brought tears to the man’s eyes.
Shem thanked his heavenly Father for the
privilege of sharing the love of Christ with
this Kenyan boy and seeing his American
brothers and sisters live out their faith in the
homeland of his youth.

CC Delaware County
708 S. Old Middletown Road
Media, PA 19063
Jacinia Nzula Muekie sings worship music for fellow believers visiting from the
United States.

610-891-7110
www.ccdelco.com
ccdc@mycomcast.com

“You know, the most important
thing, is that you have a
wonderful heavenly Father.
You can count on Him—He will
never leave or forsake you.”
Pastor Shem Uzele

Pastor Shem Uzele and his family.

Children from Imani Orphanage in Nairobi, Kenya perform a medical skit.
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