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A Messianic Jew began to weep as he expressed his gratitude to the
American team that had just arrived in Jerusalem. They were from four
Calvary Chapels in New England: Calvary Fellowship of Nashua, CC Warwick, Christian Fellowship of New England, and Calvary Seacoast. “Most
Christians will trust God with their eternal lives,” he said. “But very few
trust the Lord with their lives on earth.” His voice wavered and his eyes
swelled with tears.

Praise be to the Lord, for He
showed His wonderful love to me
when I was in a besieged city.
Psalms 31:21
Orthodox Jews line up at the Wailing Wall to hear a famous rabbi teach.
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Israel
On a pilgrimage trip the year before, the Lord
put it on Scott’s heart to return with a mission
team and made arrangements to do that. Later
Brad Antolovich, the senior pastor of CC
Jerusalem, came to speak at Scott’s Calvary
Fellowship in New Hampshire and encouraged
them.
Joining forces with three other Calvary Chapels
allowed the small congregation to go beyond
what they could have done alone. Two other
New England pastors, Rich Chapman, CC
Warwick, RI, and Sandy Kravette, Christian
Fellowship of New England, NH, felt called to
assist. Calvary Seacoast, NH, also had a team
member.
Each morning and evening, buses arrived full
of Gypsy children who had never heard the
Gospel message. The team reenacted Bible
stories that Amoun, a leader in the Gypsy community, translated into Arabic.

Iryna Flores (right), CC Jerusalem, and her daughter, Anastasiya, make friends with a Muslim girl.

“We thank you so much for coming. You
trusted God with your life, like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in Daniel. But honestly,
you are now in less danger in Jerusalem than
you would have been in any major city in the
United States.”
Sixteen short-term American missionaries had
felt the Lord’s leading in going to Jerusalem
despite the dangers reported on the news. In
October of 2000, American television portrayed
all-out war throughout the Holy Land. Israeli
police ﬁred rubber bullets at rock-throwing

Palestinian youths. It soon escalated to live ammunition and mob murder.

over for the thousands of immigrating Russian
Jews.

But once in Israel, the Americans realized that
the conﬂict was isolated.

When Scott learned that several hundred Muslim children from the Gypsy community were
planning to attend the Vacation Bible School,
he felt that the Lord was telling him to go. “It
became very clear to me then,” said Scott. “We
had to ‘trust the Lord and fear not’ as God had
told the Israelis in the Book of Joshua.”

Scott Boren, pastor of Calvary Fellowship of
Nashua, New Hampshire, had agonized over
the decision to continue with the plans to
minister in Israel and assist CC Jerusalem. A
Vacation Bible School was planned for the
children. Humanitarian aid would be brought

Each child
donned a Biblical costume.
Russian-speakJews who
had accepted Christ
befriendthe
vistors. Crafts
and songs
pointed
children to
saving grace
Jesus.
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A Muslim girl prays.

The group
brought the Gospel message to life for the Russian children as well as the large group of Arab
Gypsies. Through drama, the missionaries were
able to demonstrate the love of God.

“What impacted the children the
most was the care and concern
they received from their American
hosts,” said Amoun, the translator.
“Life is hard growing up in the
Muslim sector of Old Jerusalem.”
Many of the children had never
heard of Jesus.
Steve Flores, CC Jerusalem, and
his Ukrainian wife, Iryna, now
travel into the Muslim sector of
the Old City every Sunday to teach
these children. They have named
this outreach “Budding Branches
Ministry.”
“The team from New England
stepped out in faith. Because of
that, we now have an outreach in
the Muslim sector to the children,”
said Steve. “But Arab men gather
outside of Amoun’s house every
week to listen. We ask you to pray
that they would not interrupt this
Bible study.”
In 1990, Pastor Brad left CC Costa
Mesa as a missionary to Israel. He
endured the terror of the Gulf War,
racing to don a gas mask when Iraq
ﬁred Scud missiles at Israel.
In 1992, he journeyed to Russia
on a fact-ﬁnding tour. CC Costa
Mesa allowed him to refocus his
ministry to the former Soviet
Union. He assisted the ﬁrst Calvary
Chapel in Moscow, which was an
outreach of CC Vista and Pastor
Brian Brodersen. He met his wife,
Marianna, who is Jewish by birth.
He later moved to Minsk, Belarus,
with the ﬁrst church plant by CC
Escondido.
Muslim youth listen to the Gospel presentation.

“My emphasis has always been to the Jew ﬁrst.
In Russia we would go to the Jewish centers
and synagogues, and invite people to Calvary
Chapel,” said Brad. “We would have a Shabbat celebration, or Sabbath, on Saturday
night and have a church service on Sunday
morning.” They were able to personally visit
with the 300 Holocaust survivors in Minsk
and deliver Bibles. He was made an honorary
member of the Holocaust survivors.
Pastor Sandy Kravette (second from left), Christian Fellowship of New England,
portrays Jesus at CC Jerusalem outreach.
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The couple moved back to Israel in 1995 to
Pastor Brad Antolovich, CC Jerusalem, helps Muslim children.
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A Sabbath celebration takes place on Saturday evening at CC Jerusalem.
7

Israel

Steve Flores, CC Jerusalem, teaches a Sunday school class of Muslim
children.

Pastor Scott Boren, Calvary Fellowship of Nashua, shares
with a Muslim youth.

minister to those who had already immigrated.
The fall of the iron curtain allowed the Gospel
to come into Russia. Just as important, it allowed
the Jews to go home to the land that God had
promised them.
The Lord lives who brought up the children of
Israel from the land of the north and from all
the lands where He had driven them. For I will
bring them back into their land which I gave to
their fathers. Jeremiah 16:15
“I felt the Lord calling me to reach out to these
Jews from Russia and minister to them. The Russians are the most open to the Gospel of all the
Jewish people groups. My calling to the ministry

The team prays in the Muslim sector of Jerusalem. The fruit of their outreach will be a

began as this massive wave of immigrants
descended upon Israel from the former Soviet
Union. Over 1 million Jews, 1/5 of Israel’s
population, have come. Many arrived with
just one suitcase.”
Coming out of the oppression of Soviet
society, very few Russians even knew how to
write checks, shop in supermarkets, or deal
with the complexities of Western society.
Brad began a used furniture donation center
to assist the Russians in starting their lives
again.
Many Jews complained of the difﬁculty in

continuing Sunday school for the Muslim children.

adjusting to a new life in Israel. “In Russia we
were called Jews. Now in Israel we are called
Russians,” stated several immigrants.

to encourage them.”

“There were giants in the land: giants of starting over, giants of unemployment, and giant
language barriers,” said Brad. “We felt our call
was to be a modern-day Joshua and Caleb to
these people, to say, ‘Yes, there are going to be
difﬁculties, but not insurmountable ones.’”

“Jerusalem is at the center of world attention,”
said Pastor Brad. “The mounting conﬂict is
not Palestinian versus Israeli or Muslim versus
Jew. The real root is in the spiritual arena, the
spiritual forces of darkness against the declared
purposes of the God of Israel.”
The Temple Mount in Jerusalem is holy to
both Jew and Muslim. The Palestinians insist
on sovereign control over the Temple Mount. It
is second to Mecca as a holy site for the Islam
religion, and their mosque is built in the same
area where the Jewish temple stood. Israel is
unwilling to give control of the Temple Mount
to the Palestinians.

“This is the land the Lord has given the Jew
and He promised to bless them,” said Brad.
“There is a God who loves them and we need

The Temple Mount and Prophecy

With both Muslim and Jew looking upon this
site as holy and sacred, the peace negotiations
always stall over the issue of control of the
Temple Mount.
The Word of God addresses these issues that
threaten to plunge the world into another
major war. The Scriptures tell us the ultimate
outcome, but we do not know the exact chronology of events. There will be a treaty with
the Palestinians giving them authority over a
portion of the disputed area. The treaty will
also give Israel a portion of the Temple Mount
to rebuild their temple.
Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod.
And the angel stood, saying, “Rise and measure
the temple of God, the altar, and those who

The team from the four New England Calvary Chapels on the Mount of
Holding daughters Lirit and Yonit, Pastor Brad Antolovich reﬂects before
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worship there.” But
leave out the court
which is outside the
temple, and do not measure it, for it has been
given to the Gentiles.
And they will tread the
holy city underfoot for
forty-two months.
Revelation 11:1,2
Daniel 9:27 states that
the antichrist will make
a covenant with Israel
and grant the right to
rebuild the temple.
Many scholars now
agree that the Holy of
Holies of Solomon’s
and Herod’s Temples
were 322 feet north of
the Dome of the Rock
mosque. So, it is possible to reconstruct the
Jewish Temple without
disturbing the Muslim
mosque.
Pastor Chuck Smith,
CC Costa Mesa,
believes that a possible
solution proposed by
the antichrist could be
to divide the Temple
Mount. The Muslims
would worship in the
southern portion, and

Iryna Flores, CC Jerusalem, helps a Muslim boy with his Bible studies.
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“When the Apostle Paul spoke to the Gentiles,
he explained that the Jewish people had been
cut off, like the natural branches of an olive
tree, to allow the Gentiles to be grafted into the
tree. But Paul warned the Gentiles not
to boast because they were grafted in,”
stated Brad.

Contact CC Jerusalem at
P.O. Box 1429 Jerusalem, Israel 91013
Tel/Fax: (972)-(2) 648-2056
e-mail: forzion@netvision.net.il
www.forzion.com
www. calvarychapel.com/jerusalem

A Jewish youth holds spent shells found around the area where Palestinian snipers had been ﬁring at Jewish settlers.

the Jews could be given the northern portion
to rebuild the temple. A wall could be built,
separating the new temple from the Dome of
the Rock mosque. However, after 42 months,
the antichrist will break this covenant and set
up an image of himself to be worshipped.

destroy the invading armies. Then the world
will know that there is a God in Israel that has
awesome power to the present day.

...and the dead in Christ shall rise ﬁrst: then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17

Ultimately, there will be an armed conﬂict in
the Middle East as described by the prophet
Ezekiel. In this conﬂict, Iran will join with
Russia, along with Libya and Turkey. The
Associated Press recently reported that Russia
plans to resume arm sales to Iran. Submarines,
missiles, helicopters, portable rocket launchers,
minesweepers, patrol boats, and spare parts for
Iran’s military arsenal are on the bargaining
table. American ofﬁcials are concerned that
Russia might even share its nuclear technology
with Iran.

“The Apostle Paul speaks of a remnant of the
Jewish nation that is open to the Gospel,” said
Pastor Brad. “Those are the Jews we are currently trying to reach. God teaches throughout
His Word that He is not ﬁnished with the
Jewish people. He will restore His nation. We
are seeing an openess to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ amongst Israelis and new immigrants in
these last days.”

According to Scripture, Israel’s enemies will
attack. God will intervene and miraculously
Men say their prayers at the Wailing Wall.
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The Jews will turn back to the Living God
when the sanctiﬁed are taken up in the rapture.
Calvary Chapel pastors teach that the rapture
of the church will take place before the great
tribulation.
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A young Jewish boy displays the side locks worn by Orthodox Jews.

Marianna Antolovich, wife of Pastor Brad, was
trained in classical music in Russia and helps
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Students from Jerusalem
University College (JUC) ﬂoat
in the Dead Sea, which is
the lowest point on earth.
Students from several stateside Calvary Chapels attend
a semester of study at the
Jerusalem campus. While
oceans have 4% salinity, the
Dead Sea has 37%, which
makes sinking very difﬁcult.

Israel
Sharing Your Faith in the Holy
Land
Thus it is written, and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day; and that repentance
and remission of sin should be preached
in his name among all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Luke 24:46-47
Contrary to common belief, it is not
unlawful to share your faith in Israel.
However, the general public will inform
you that handing out literature and sharing the Gospel is illegal. Some will even
go as far as calling the police to have
you arrested.
Bribing a person to believe contrary to
his religion is the only law currently
prohibiting evangelism. A regulation is in
place saying it is unlawful to proselytize
using material gain as an incentive. There
is a prison sentence of three years for
trying to convert someone to believe in
Jesus and giving something in exchange.

JUC students cover themselves with the tar-like mud of the Dead Sea.
Pastor Damian Kyle, CC Modesto, felt the Lord leading him to continue with his journey to the Holy Land, despite the reports on the news. Over 10,000

Orthodox Jews will sometimes insist that
the police arrest those evangelizing even
though they have not broken any laws.
However, a new bill before the Knesset,
Israel’s government, would make openly
sharing your faith far more dangerous
than it is today. Evangelical groups do
not believe this law will pass.

Pastor Bradley Antolovich, his wife, Marianna, and

In Petra, Jordan, Nabateans hid their treasures in the
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Left: Sailboats maneuver across
the Sea of Galilee. Jesus taught
from boats on this body of water
during His ministry on earth.
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Israel
Traveling to the Holy Land
Many Calvary Chapels and other evangelical Christians travel to Israel annually. Visitors comment that
a trip to the Holy Land transforms the Bible from
black and white to living color.
Pastor Chuck Smith led a large group from Costa
Mesa to tour the Holy Land in February 2001, as he
had for many years. He felt conﬁdent of the group’s
safety. CC Costa Mesa books their ﬂights through
Inspired Travel, which has strong Calvary Chapel
connections. (800) 425-6300 or (714) 957-8606

Jerusalem University College
Many Calvary Chapel students spend a semester of college at Jerusalem College University, located 100 yards
south of the Old City walls. This short-term program
allows them to travel to the actual Biblical sites as they
study God’s Word. The instructors are specially trained in
the archaeology and historical geography of the land as it
relates to Biblical interpretation.
(800) 891-9408 admissions@juc.edu
www.juc.edu/html.welcome.htm.

Both CC Costa Mesa and Inspired Travel have had a
long relationship with Sar-El Tours. Samuel Smadja,
owner and general manager, journeyed to America
in January 2001 to encourage American groups to
continue with their tours despite the confusing news
reports.
“This is the best time to go to Israel,” said Samuel.
His family members are evangelical Christians,
and they lead the tours with Bible-based teaching.
“We are always safe on our tours,” said Samuel.
“This is a time when you can go and travel without large crowds competing to see the sights. Your
Holy Land experience will be life-transforming.”
sarel@sareltours.com 972-2-671-8787

The moon rises over the wilderness, as seen from Mount Nebo. God took Moses to
Mount Nebo to show him the Promised Land, though he wasn’t allowed to go in.
Anthony Chapman, worship leader at CC Jerusalem, plays guitar at the Dead Sea. They were
enjoying a break during a tour for their studies at Jerusalem University College. The Dead
Sea Scrolls were found in caves in the cliffs in the background. Anthony’s father, Rich, is
senior pastor at CC Warwick in Rhode Island.

Pastor Sandy Kravette teaches in the
amphitheater at Caesarea.

Jerash, in Jordan, is known for having some of
the best-kept ruins from Roman times.

For Zion’s Sake

For Zion’s Sake is a Jerusalem-based nonproﬁt
humanitarian aid organization that has been
established to assist the many thousands of new
immigrants who are still returning home to Israel
each year. The organization provides clothes, food,
medicine, furniture, and rent money to those in need.
The Warehouse Distribution Center gathers donated
furniture, repairs it, and provides it to those arriving,
many with only one suitcase.
I will bring them from the land of the north and
gather them from the ends of the earth.
Jeremiah 31:8

www.forzion.com forzion@netvision.net.il
972-2-648-2056
Horsemen ride through the
caverns at Petra in Jordan.
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Damian Kyle teaches outside
the wall of the Temple Mount in
Calvary
Chapel Magazine
Jerusalem.

The Garden of Gethsemane is
located on the Mount of Olives.

Many evangelical Christians believe that the Garden Tomb is the place where Christ’s body
was laid before He rose on the third day.
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